ACCOMMODATIONS TAX ADVISORY COMMITTEE
Friday, October 29, 2021 at 10:00 a.m.
Municipal Complex, Committee Meeting Room, 3rd Floor
100 Ann Edwards Lane
Mount Pleasant, SC 29464

MINUTES
Present:

Lisa Crowley, Brumby McLeod; Vishal Patel (Via
Zoom); and Mari Ricozzi

Absent:

Terry Ansley and Jennifer Maxwell

Also Present:

Howard Chapman, Town Council Liaison

Staff Present:

Lauren Sims, Community & Government Affairs Chief;
John Greenberg, Communications & Marketing
Coordinator

Ms. Crowley called the meeting to order at 10:09 a.m.
I.

Public Comments
[None]

II.

FY 21/22 (January - June) Committee Evaluation
I.

Southeastern Wildlife Exposition
Ms. Sims stated that they are requesting $25,000 for this event.
Mr. McLeod made a recommendation to fund the $25,000.

II.

Lowcountry Oyster Festival
Mr. McLeod stated that he would also recommend the full rating
for the $10,000 request. Mr. Patel stated that this event could
utilize different other avenues to market their event. Ms.
Crowley stated that a recommendation could be made to the
event coordinators. Mr. McLeod stated that after looking at their
marketing, he felt it was a strong marketing plan.
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III.

Mount Pleasant Community Art Center Committee
Mr. McLeod stated that this will be a cultural event. There was
positive discussion on what weekends they could hold their
events, piggybacking on other major events. Ms. Crowley
mentioned that there was also discussion regarding a request
to increase their amount to $2,500. Ms. Sims stated that it is the
Committee’s purview to raise the amount to $2,500 or leave it
at their original request of $1,675. Ms. Sims asked if the
Committee had feedback they would like to relay to Ms. Moreto.
Mr. McLeod stated that the Committee would like to see how
they are going to use the funds to market the play.

IV.

Mount Pleasant Magazine
Ms. Crowley stated that Mr. Macchio did take the Committee’s
suggestions seriously and very pleased for the full page ad for
the Mount Pleasant hotels and the QR code. She stated that
she was concerned with quantity of magazines being mailed to
other states and what the value may be. She thought a digital
copy being sent to them may be more cost effective for him. Mr.
McLeod suggested Mr. Macchio adding in some of the cultural
funded events such as the Mt. Pleasant Symphony, and the
Theatre Plays, as he is also linked to the Town’s website. He
recommended full funding. Mr. McLeod also asked for the
number of hits the QR Code generated. Mr. Patel agreed on full
funding since it supports so many genres of business for Mount
Pleasant.

V.

Charleston Race Week
Mr. McLeod stated that this is a priority to see this event back in
the water. Nationally this is a huge event and he suggested full
points. Committee members agreed to fund.

VI.

Rice Planters Amateur
Ms. Crowley stated that this is a large event and very well
recognized in the golf community. She feels they could possibly
get better press coverage. Ms. Ricozzi stated that they do not
charge for this event so it appears they rely heavily on funding.
Mr. Patel stated that it they only contract with one hotel. Mr.
McLeod stated that on their performance report, the room
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nights generated indicates 280, with days in town to be six
days, with 80 out of town visitors. Mr. McLeod stated that for
feedback, he would suggest to the event organizer to improve
their media and marketing and room nights. Mr. Chapman
stated that they have a completely new administration at Snee
Farm, as he is a member. He said they may be a little lost on
what and how to submit this application. Ms. Crowley stated
that more feedback would be that the funds cannot be used to
pay an intern, only the marketing the intern is doing. Ms. Sims
stated that she will ensure that Mr. Macchio is aware of this
event for his magazine.
VII.

South Carolina Surf Soccer Club
Ms. Sims stated that every funding cycle this group will request
funding for two different events. She said the last funding cycle
they were approved for $1,500 per event which was for a
Women’s and a Men’s Shootout. She stated that they did not
have the room nights they anticipated, because registration was
lower due to only 65% of the tournament being completed due
to rain. Ms. Crowley stated that the marketing funds would have
already been spent prior to the event starting so they did fulfill
the media/marketing requirement. Ms. Ricozzi stated that this
comes in during a low hotel season and many families attend.
She suggested full scoring, except room nights. Ms. Crowley
agreed.

VIII.

Halsey Institute of Contemporary Art
Ms. Crowley stated that she is not clear on their relationship
with the College of Charleston. Mr. McLeod stated that they are
much like sports; they are tucked in, but not provided funding.
Ms. Crowley appreciates that they do utilize Mount Pleasant
hotels. Ms. Sims stated that Halsey being a unit within the
College of Charleston is concerning, as the State indicated that
collegiate sport events are not eligible for funding. She said the
funding may be recommended and she will obtain confirmation
from the State prior to this going to Town Council. She said if
the Committee were to recommend funding for Halsey and they
are ineligible, the Committee could vote on a contingency plan
and Mr. Chapman, as the Council liaison, could relay this to
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Council. Mr. Chapman stated that for an event being held
downtown, how much is the City of Charleston or Charleston
County providing out of their ATAC funding. Mr. McLeod stated
that with the level of talented artists, these events would bring
in people locally and from out of town. Ms. Sims stated that
they are not showing any funding from the City of Charleston.
Also, this is a Cultural Arts event so room nights would not be
scored.
IX.

Cooper River Bridge Run
Mr. McLeod proposed fully scoring for the Cooper River Bridge
Run. Ms. Sims asked if the Committee would like to propose
feedback to this organization regarding the date of their event.
Mr. McLeod concurred and would also like to remind them
about the $25,000 threshold that has been established.

X.

Charleston Wine + Food
Mr. McLeod stated that he would recommend full scoring. All
Committee members agreed.

XI.

Mount Pleasant Symphony
Ms. Crowley stated that all their events are sold out.
Mr. Chapman stated that he must depart for an appointment
and thanked the ATAC members for all they do for the Town.
(Mr. Chapman departed at 11:13 a.m.)
Committee members continued lengthy discussions regarding
funding for the various events.
Ms. Sims stated that she would need a motion to approve the
recommendations as provided in the matrix spreadsheet and a
secondary motion as to what to do with the Halsey funding
should they be deemed ineligible, which is $1,500.
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Ms. Crowley requested for a motion to approve the allotted
funds as shown on the ATAC matrix spreadsheet.
Mr. McLeod so moved for approval; seconded by Ms.
Ricozzi. All present voted in favor.
Ms. Crowley asked for a motion, once Ms. Sims clarifies
whether the Halsey Institute is eligible or ineligible. If ineligible
the $1,500 funds would go to Mount Pleasant Magazine.
Mr. McLeod so moved for approval; seconded by Ms.
Ricozzi. All present voted in favor.
III. Adjourn
There being no further business, Committee adjourned at 11:45 a.m.
Respectfully submitted,
Barbara Ashe MacDonald
October 29, 2021

