T

MOUNT PLEASANT TOWN COUNCIL
TOWN COUNCIL AGENDA
Tuesday, August 9, 2022, 6:00 p.m.
Municipal Complex, Council Chambers
100 Ann Edwards Lane
Mount Pleasant, SC 29464
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MINUTES

Link to full audio recording:
https://www.podbean.com/ew/pb-ixrzm-1298016

PRAYER

D

I.

R

Mayor Pro Tempore Gary Santos called the meeting to order at 6:01
p.m. Council Members Carl Ritchie, Howard Chapman, Laura Hyatt,
Brenda Corley, Jake Rambo, Guang Ming Whitley and John Iacofano
were all present. Mayor Haynie was absent.

Chaplain Laura Bowman lead Council in prayer.
II.

PLEDGE
Ms. Hyatt led Council in the Pledge of Allegiance.

III.

APPROVAL OF AGENDA
Mr. Chapman moved to approve the agenda, seconded by Ms.
Hyatt. All present voted in favor.

IV.

PUBLIC HEARINGS, AWARDS & PRESENTATIONS

A.

Special Employee Recognitions
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Council Member Chapman recognized Public Services
employees Todd Campbell, LaParis Kinloch and Maurice
Simmons for rendering aid to a resident in medical distress.

B.

Special Commendation by Representative Joe Bustos
South Carolina Representative Joe Bustos recognized Field
Training Officer Douglas Richards for rendering lifesaving aid to
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a resident in distress.

C.

Police Explorer Recognition
Chief Arnold and Captain Pat Carter recognized the Police
Explorers.
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V.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES FROM THE JULY 12, 2022 TOWN
COUNCIL MEETING, AND THE JULY 12, 2022 SPECIAL TOWN
COUNCIL MEETINGS, AND THE JUNE 2022 FINANCIAL
STATEMENT.
Mr. Rambo moved for approval, seconded by Mr. Chapman. All
present voted in favor.

VI.

PUBLIC COMMENT
Mike Tinkey, 208 Venning Street stated he wanted to thank the
members of Council, Chief Arnold and Town Staff for conducting
the research and gathering the facts. He stated he recommends the
maximum decibel level be 50 for nighttime with the nighttime hours
being from 8:00 a.m. to 9:00 p.m. [sic]. He said the current
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ordinance has the daytime hours ending at 9:00, and very few
complaints are happening. He said he recommends that lawn care
equipment and agricultural field equipment as well as delivery and
service trucks are servicing from 8 to 6, no nighttime hours. He
said the same for construction as it was not specifically mentioned
in the ordinance, but it should be 8 to 6, Monday through Friday and
no construction during nighttime hours, or Saturday and Sunday.
He agrees with the $500 fine for violations but think it should be
escalating, and he said it should be reconciled with other codes as
there are some conflicts.
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Gayle Smither, 419 Bayview Drive stated he appreciates that
the Committee has put together a very good plan and pilot
ordinance, especially where the ordinance addresses rhythmic
bass that can be heard. He said he also likes that it has specific
prohibitions on amplified sound heard in any residence. He is
concerned with the decibel level of 60 as it could be considered still
reasonable at 65 or 70. He asked that the evening hours be
changed to 7:00 p.m. Sunday through Thursday, and 9:00 p.m.
Friday and Saturday. He said in the new ordinance, it defines
where there is a specific prohibition for building noise after 9:00
p.m.
Jacob Robertson, 1313 Shrimp Boat Lane stated he is the bar
manager at Vickerys. He stated he liked the fact that there has
been a time inserted as Monday afternoon cannot be the same
level and time as a Saturday night. He does not think that 10:30 is
too late on Friday and Saturday nights. He said he took a level of
64 the other day during a childs birthday party. He said he does not
expect to sit in his house in silence and not hear anything from
anyone all the time.
Caroline LeSesne, 310 Bennett Street stated her house is
directly behind the Pitt Street Pharmacy and she owns the alley that
is directly behind the Post House restaurant. She said when she
sits on her porch she can almost hear every word the patrons sitting

in the restaurant having conversations are saying. She said she
has used the decibel reader at the property line, and it is about 55
decibels, and sometimes 60 if someone is laughing. She said she
supports 55 decibels or less, and she is comfortable with the hours
in the ordinance.
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Shannon Carter, 334 Hook Lane shared a video recording of
music coming from a venue that backs up to his property line and
plays live music every week. He said he appreciates the work done
so far on the noise ordinance but feels as if some additional
improvements can be made such as striking indoor conversation
levels. He stated with respect to items E2 and E4 that cover radio
and stereo and musical devices and amplified sound, most
municipalities have much more restrictive provisions, addressing
the impact across real property, not just inside of dwellings. He
said with respect to fines, a fine of $500 could possibly be viewed
as the cost of doing business, and he proposes that continued
violation every 15 minutes should be a separate fine and possibly
adding a nuisance provision.
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Jamey Bradham, 338 Hook Lane stated Mr. Carter is his neighbor
and the video he played was his backyard and that is how it sounds
every Sunday, and sometimes Thursday and Saturday nights. He
appreciates the work that has been done to get to this point, but he
as some specific issues he would like addressed. Mr. Bradham
stated in Section 8, plainly audible and normal conversation is
ambiguous. He would like to see that stricken. Section C, the
daytime hours being defined as 8:00 a.m. to 10:30 p.m., he would
like to see the time reduced to 9:00 p.m., and under Section J, he
would like to see language added to address repeat offenders.
Mack Cross, 1496 Goblet Avenue stated he is the applicant for
the Central Mount Pleasant Planned Development amendment. He
stated the ordinance as currently drafted prohibits a direct access
from the subject property to Hungryneck Boulevard, and he is
requesting for that to be amended to either remove it altogether or
allow a right-in, right-out access from the property onto Hungryneck
Boulevard. He said earlier today he sent out the proposed location
for the right-in, right-out curb cut which would align with the hotel
curb cut directly across the street. He said it would be centered on

the existing raised concrete median that runs down the middle of
Hungryneck Boulevard. Mr. Cross said he appreciated Councils
consideration and is available for questions.
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Tomi Dinkins, 1612 Florencia said in the past there were many
concerns with the Central Mount Pleasant project. She stated the
developer, Mack Cross, has demonstrated a willingness to try to
coexist harmoniously. She stated the changes that Mr. Cross is
requesting are a result of direct communication, compromise and
effort. She said while many residents had different wish lists, two of
the main concerns were parking and the high commercial traffic on
the residential streets. Ms. Dinkins said the parking concerns have
been alleviated and the suggested road changes have been a great
improvement. She said with a lot of communication, openmindedness and general good humanity on Mr. Crosss part, a way
has been found for the residents to have quality of life and Gather
Mount Pleasant to be profitable and a great improvement for the
Town. Ms. Dinkins said the residents support the revisions and ask
that Council do the same.
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Chris Colman, 118 Pitt Street stated he would like to thank
everyone for the work done on this ordinance. He said there are a
few changes that need to be made. He suggested the Town adopt
a standard that says that leaf blowers should be average or better
than average in terms of noise rating. Mr. Colman said that lawn
care equipment is exempt from the ordinance if operated during
daylight hours which is either 6:00 a.m. until 9:00 p.m. during the
summer or 8:00 a.m. until 10:30 p.m. He suggested a more
restrictive standard. Mr. Colman said a provision also needs to be
made with respect to construction noise.
Nick Mead, 1006 Planters Curve thanked everyone for their
hard work. He said it would be disappointing for the Towns
restaurants and local musicians if this ordinance passes as
currently written. He said here tonight at the reception prior to the
meeting, the music was over 60 decibels from outside of the
building. He said local bars and restaurants will be affected by this
decision. He said a more thorough study needs to be conducted.
He said we should be able to find a way for local places to have live
music but also for their neighbors to have livability. He says for all

of the public speakers this evening, all but one have been over 60
decibels.
Pam Gabriel, 860 Springwood Circle stated she is here to ask
for a Mount Pleasant museum. She said she has traveled the state
and every little town seems to have one. Ms. Gabriel said the Town
has such a wealth of history in this area, and the new residents who
have moved in have no idea how special the place is that they now
call home. She said history is being lost.
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Pearl Ascue, 977 Gadsenville Road, Awendaw said regarding
the growth in the upper part of Mount Pleasant in the 10 Mile
community, they have been fortunate to have a turn lane on
Gadsdenville Road, and also Bee Hive. She said the Bees Landing
project also consumes Gadsdenville Road as well as they come out
from the Bees Landing project onto Theodore Road. She said a
turn lane is needed there as the traffic from the recently opened
service station across the road is rapidly increasing. She said there
have been incidents there, and some of the area on Theodore
Road is in the Town. She is asking for a traffic light and turn lane to
be considered in that area. Ms. Ascue said there have been
instances where developers have come into the 10 Mile community
and made promises to help the community and they have not been
kept, which is devastating. She said the community center is in
desperate need.
George Freeman, 1450 Bowman Road stated he is following
up on what Ms. Ascue just stated. He said they have discovered
that promises broken by developers are not just happening at 10
Mile. He said he understands that is not a responsibility of the
Town, but one suggestion they have is that possibly if an
agreement is made and a developer makes a promise to do
something, it can be recorded so there is a paper trail within the
Town.
Angie Anderson, 396 Tidal Reef Circle stated she is here
regarding the 526 Longpoint interchange. She said she and her
neighbors are asking for the Towns help navigating the procedures.
Ms. Anderson said she has been attending the meetings since
2018 and at the meeting on August 2, they brought two options to

the public that were favored. They are a raised semi by-pass that
would end in front of Grassy Creek. She said it is visually
disturbing, but what is worse is that the presenters could not talk
about the impact that these options would bring to the
neighborhood. She said there are traffic safety issues and
increased noise which would impact the neighborhood. She said
there are a lot of questions that need to be answered, and impact
studies done before an option is chosen.
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Jenna Stephens, 302 River Oak Drive said she is here tonight
to ask for assistance on mitigating the potential devastating affects
to individuals in our community. She said she supports reducing
the traffic on Longpoint as the impact the trucks have on
businesses and families that live there is devastating. She said
creating a port access road and moving traffic to the other side of
526 is not the answer, it is just creating another problem. She said
the port access road will directly impact several neighborhoods and
at least two homes, it could have other devastating affects to the
rest of the homes in these communities. She said the port access
road would put trucks physically closer to Grassy Creek and Tidal
walk, and the reduced distance poses risks on various levels, but
especially the children who often play, bike, run and walk in those
neighborhoods along Seacoast Parkway and in the woods. She
said the fumes from the trucks would result in a significant increase
in exposure to pollutants and potential health problems. She said
this is an important community issue.
Paul Trouche, 320 Bennett Street thanked everyone for their
hard work and said the proposed noise ordinance is a great
improvement. He stated the extension of the daylight hours from
9:00 p.m. to 10:30 p.m. seems a bit late, and asked that it be
returned to 9:00 p.m. He also said the 60 decibel level is a whole
lot more than 50 decibels. He does think this is a positive step and
appreciates the efforts.
VII.

CONSENT AGENDA ITEMS
There are no Consent Agenda items.

PLANNING
A. NEW BUSINESS
There are no Planning New Business items.
B.

OLD BUSINESS
Final Reading: An Ordinance to amend the Central Mount
Pleasant PD-MU-SU, Planned Development-Mixed Use
Suburban-Urban District Ordinance (Ordinance 07030, as
amended), by incorporating three abutting parcels into the
Mixed-Use tract of the Planned Development. Three parcels
aggregated consist of approximately 2.3-acres currently
zoned AB, Areawide Business District, and identified by TMS
Nos. 559-00-00-171, -172 and -173. (Ord. No. 22046)
Planning Commission recommended approval. Planning
Committee recommended approval 3-0
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1.

Mr. Rambo moved to approve, seconded by Mr. Iacofano.

R

Mr. Iacofano moved to amend the ordinance to remove
the condition prohibiting the right-in, right-out, seconded by
Mr. Rambo.
After discussion, Mayor Pro Tempore Santos called for the
vote on the amendment and all present voted in favor.
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VIII.

Mayor Pro Tempore Santos called for the vote on the
amended ordinance and all present voted in favor.
This Ordinance SIGNED, SEALED and DELIVERED this
date.
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June 22, 2022 Planning Commission Minutes
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July 5, 2022 Planning Committee Minutes

IX.COMMITTEE

ACTION ITEMS

There are no Committee Action Items.
X.COUNCIL BUSINESS
A.New Business
1.Adoption: A Resolution authorizing and approving the
CARTA Fiscal Year 2023 Budget. (R.22081)
Ms. Whitley moved for adoption of Council New Business
items 1 and 2, seconded by Mr. Rambo.
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Mr. Chapman abstained from the vote on the CARTA
budget, The motion on the CARTA Budget carried 7-0 with
one abstention.
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This Resolution SIGNED, SEALED and DELIVERED this
date.

August 1, 2022 Finance Committee Minutes

2.Adoption: A Resolution authorizing a Mutual Aid
Agreement between the Mount Pleasant Police
Department and the Charleston County Sheriffs Office for
Marine Patrol. (R.22082)
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[Approved with Item 1 above.]
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Ms. Whitley moved for adoption of Council New Business
items 1 and 2, seconded by Mr. Rambo.
All present voted in favor.
This Resolution SIGNED, SEALED and DELIVERED this
date.

3.First Reading: An Ordinance to repeal and replace Section
132.03 titled Noise of the Mount Pleasant Code of
Ordinances. (Ord. No. 22049)
Ms. Whitley moved for first reading, seconded by Mr.
Chapman. After discussion, Mr. Rambo and Mr. Iacofano
voted no, with all others present voting in favor. The
motion carried 6-2.
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August 1, 2022 Police, Judicial & Legal Committee Minutes

B.Old Business
1.Final Reading: An Ordinance to amend Zoning Code
Section 156.420(A)(4) of Chapter 156 of the Mount
Pleasant Code of Ordinances regarding Commercial
Design Review Board Membership Requirements. (Ord.
No. 22047)
Ms. Whitley moved for final reading of Council Old
Business items 1 and 2, seconded by Mr. Chapman. All
present voted in favor of item 1.

This Ordinance SIGNED, SEALED and DELIVERED this
date.
July 5, 2022 Police, Judicial & Legal Minutes
2.Final Reading: An Ordinance to repeal and replace
Chapter 117: Economic Development Incentives Program
of the Mount Pleasant Code of Ordinances. (Ord. No.
22048)
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Ms. Whitley moved for final reading of Council Old
Business items 1 and 2, seconded by Mr. Chapman. Mr.
Rambo voted no to Item 2 with all others present voting in
favor. The motion carried with a 7-1 vote.
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This Ordinance SIGNED, SEALED and DELIVERED this
date.
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July 5, 2022 Economic Development Minutes

C.Executive Session

D

Personnel

Discussion and possible action with respect to the Health,
Recreation & Events Committee recommendations to
serve on the Recreation Advisory Commission.
Council did not convene into Executive Session.
Mr. Iacofano moved to approve the slate of candidates to
serve on the Recreation Advisory Commission as
recommended by the Health, Recreation and Events
Committee, seconded by Mr. Chapman. All present voted
in favor.

D.Post Executive Session

Council may take action on any item, including any subsection
of any section, listed on an executive session agenda or
discussed in an executive session during a properly noticed
meeting.

XI.ADJOURN
There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 7:14
p.m.
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Christine Barrett
Clerk of Council
August 9, 2022
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Respectfully submitted,

