TOWN OF MOUNT PLEASANT, SOUTH CAROLINA
ACCOMMODATIONS TAX ADVISORY COMMITTEE
Thursday, March 5, 2020
12:00 p.m.
Municipal Complex, Committee Meeting Room, 3rd Floor
100 Ann Edwards Lane
Mount Pleasant, SC 29464
Minutes
Present:

Rebecca Gosnell, Chair; Cheryl Craven, Lisa Crowley,
Ross Fowler, Brumby McLeod, Vishal Patel, Mari
Ricozzi

Also Present:

Howard Chapman, Town Council Representative

Staff Present:

Lauren Sims, Chief Government Affairs Officer, John
Greenberg, Business & Tourism Coordinator

Ms. Gosnell called the meeting to order at 12:05 p.m.
I.

Approval of the minutes from October 24 and 25, 2019 meetings
Mr. McLeod moved for approval; seconded by Ms. Craven. All
present voted in favor.

II.

Public Comments
[No Public Comments]

III.

Financial Statement for period ending February 28, 2020
Ms. Sims stated that there will be approximately $150,000 available for
the entire year, pending Council approval of the full budget
Ms. Gosnell moved to amend the agenda in order to change the order of
the presentations, as follows:
A. Mount Pleasant Symphony
B. Cultural, Arts and Pride
C. Yorktown Foundation
D. Men’s and Women’s
E. Women’s shootout
F. Mount Pleasant Tourism Magazine
Mr. McLeod seconded the motion. All present voted in favor.
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FY 20/21 (July – December) Funding Presentations

IV.

A. Mount Pleasant Symphony's 2 Concerts
Ron Mendola, Musical Director; and Dawn Durst, Marketing Director,
presented their request to the Committee members. Mr. Mendola stated
that they currently have an application pending to the Town of Mount
Pleasant start up development funds for a $20,000 grant. He stated that
they are unaware when this decision will be made.
Dawn Durst stated that this is a Cultural Investment Fund. She stated that
their president, Tyler All, applied for the grant; however, has never
applied for a grant. She stated that Mount Pleasant is hungry for cultural
enrichment.
Ms. Gosnell stated that she is aware that the symphony approached
Seacoast Church for a space and asked about the status of this request.
Mr. Mendoza stated that it is stuck in Seacoast Church’s committee. He
stated that he believes that Seacoast is worried about their non-profit
status and their status with the Town of Mount Pleasant if they begin
hosting outside groups. He stated that this has never been a concern with
Christ Church over the past several years or other churches where they
have paid a rental fee. He stated that Seacoast is a perfect place with
2,300 seats and a state of the art facility. He stated that they will stay at
Christ Church as long as possible; however, the space is not large
enough for the number of people attending their concerts.
B.

Town of Mount Pleasant Culture, Art and Pride Commission's
Cultural Documentary
Nicole Harvey, Special Events Manager for the Town of Mount
Pleasant and the Culture, Arts and Pride staff liaison, stated that they
had a new idea this year to bring to ATAC for consideration. She
stated that they discussed creating a short documentary film regarding
the Sweetgrass Basket Makers and the Gullah Geechee culture and
heritage in the Town’s community. She stated that while attending a
Greenway meeting a woman attending talked about how downtown
Charleston takes all the claim for the sweetgrass baskets; however, it
really began in Mount Pleasant. She said it would be a five to nine
minute documentary piece that would be put on the Town’s social
media pages as well as numerous other media outlets. She stated
that if this goes well, next year they would like to create a similar
documentary about the Maritime Heritage. She stated that the budget
for production would be approximately $15,000; however, they may be
able to do it for less.
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C.

USS Yorktown Foundation's Fourth of July Blast
Lauren Sims stated that the Town of Mount Pleasant partners with
Patriots Point’s USS Yorktown Foundation to put on the Fourth of July
Fireworks Blast every year. She stated that this is a budgeted item in
the ATAC overall budget, which typically goes straight to Council for
approval when the full budget is approved. She stated that the
contract amount recently increased, and the application today is the
difference between the budgeted amount and the new contract
amount. She stated that this will be corrected in next year’s budget so
ATAC will not see an application coming from them next year. She
stated that this is a one-time event to cover the difference in the cost
of the contract.

D.

United Soccer Academy Mount Pleasant’s Charleston Select
Men’s Shootout
There was no one present to give the ATAC members a presentation
for both the men’s and women’s shootouts.

E. United Soccer Academy Mount Pleasant’s Charleston Select
Women’s Shootout
F.

Mount Pleasant Magazine's Tourist Marketing Program
There was no one present to provide information or a presentation.

V.

Adjourn
There being no further business, meeting adjourned at 12:38 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,
Barbara Ashe
March 5, 2020

