TOWN OF MOUNT PLEASANT, SOUTH CAROLINA
EDUCATION COMMITTEE
Monday, March 2, 2020
Municipal Complex, Committee Meeting Room, 3rd Floor
100 Ann Edwards Lane, Mount Pleasant, SC 29464

MINUTES
MEMBERS PRESENT: Jake Rambo, Chair, Guang Ming Whitley, and
Brenda Corley
STAFF PRESENT:

Eric DeMoura, Town Administrator

ALSO PRESENT:

Anna Dassing, Principal and Dan Cieslikowski,
Vice Principal, Lucy Beckham High School

Mr. Rambo called the meeting to order at 10:36 a.m.
1.

Approval of Minutes from the December 2, 2019 meeting
Ms. Corley moved to approve; seconded by Ms. Whitley. All present
voted in favor.

2. Public Comments
Catherine Templeton, 34 Saturday Road, stated that this is all about
expectations. She said in Charleston County and even beyond, there is
an expectation that Lucy Beckham High School is going to be the Land
of Oz. She sent out an announcement on Facebook Friday asking
people to come to the Education Committee meeting to ensure the
baseball field, tennis courts, and the pools that are the Town’s facilities
are part of and in partnership with Lucy Beckham. She said the
expectation was that of course these are going to be part of Lucy
Beckham facilities and in partnership with the Town. She said the
expectation in Mount Pleasant is that there will be a partnership between
the facilities that already exist and Lucy Beckham High School. She has
had discussions with a number of real estate agents over the past
weekend and the number one question from families with children is
where to purchase a house in order to attend Lucy Beckham. She said
as a taxpayer, she wants to partner with the Town and make sure the
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facilities are up to par for this wonderful new addition to the tax base
with all the new families at Lucy Beckham.
3.

Lucy Beckham High School update and discussion
Anna Dassing, principal stated that she and assistant principal, Dan
Cieslikowski, have prepared a presentation.

Ms. Dassing said their mission is to bring Lucy Beckham’s vision and
ideals to fruition.
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She stated that all the great things that Wando is doing will be replicated
at the new Lucy Beckham High School, such as College and Career
Pathways in all the core academic areas. She said they have all levels;
college prep, honors levels, AP, and dual credit with Trident Technical
College. She said they have replicated Project Lead-the-Way courses.
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She stated that they will have visual and performing arts for all the
students. They are in partnership with the Center of Advanced Studies
which has pulled away from Wando High School. They are working in
coordination to provide entry level courses and courses that students
may get at the Center for Advanced Study. She said Lucy Beckham will
be starting with only ninth and tenth grade students the first year.
Mr. Cieslikowski discussed what makes the school unique and
spaces that were built into the structure of Lucy Beckham High School.
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Mr. Cieslikowski stated that they are blessed with a great field, but they
are also aware that it is a smaller footprint than most high schools
around the state in terms of being able to build fields. He said they have
two practice fields and a football field with full track facilities. He said
they are missing some things because they needed a required number
of parking spaces. They are missing tennis courts, a swimming pool and
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baseball and softball fields. He said a softball field is being built behind
James B. Edwards Elementary School and Lucy Beckham is still trying
to partner with the Town to complete the MOU (Memorandum of
Understanding), for swimming, tennis and baseball.
Mr. Rambo asked what progress has been made.
Mr. DeMoura stated that the baseball field on Whipple Road belongs to
the Town of Mount Pleasant. The Town would like nothing more than to
turn this field over to LBHS; however there is a shortage of baseball
fields throughout the Town for their Recreation programs. He said the
Town has worked with the CCSD (Charleston County School District),
and Ms. Dassing for a number of months. The Town has offered
timeframes when the Town-owned baseball field could be used;
however, it has not yet been worked out. He has been in contact with
CCSD about trading out baseball locations and brought up the field
behind the Montessori school and having it fixed up by CCSD, then the
Town would take the field over and free up the field at LBHS. He said
the latest conversation with CCSD was last week and the dimensions of
the field across the street from LBHS, do not meet baseball
requirements because it is too small.
Mr. Rambo said the Town only has two real full sized baseball fields.
Mr. DeMoura stated that the Facilities Needs Assessment in the Town’s
Recreation Department has been shown through Committee, and
baseball fields have been a big item, which is what is holding this up
with LBHS. He said they would be happy to turn over the baseball field
on Whipple to LBHS. He added that functionally of this field is not very
good because of the lack of parking, the press box is inadequate and
the field dimensions are too small. He said even if the field could be
turned over, it would still be a problem for the school.
Ms. Whitley stated that the current plans for Carolina Park, before any
changes, was supposed to have a baseball diamond.
Mr. DeMoura responded in the affirmative and said this was the original
plan for Phase 3.
Ms. Whitley stated that if Council does not move forward with plans for a
football stadium, then it could become an additional baseball field for the
Town to use.
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Mr. DeMoura stated that this was the original approved conceptual plan,
but Council may always change it.
Mr. Rambo stated that the plan for the baseball field lacked funding.
Mr. DeMoura responded in the negative. He stated that the latest cost
estimates displayed in the Budget Committee showed that adequate
funding was available for the original concept that included the baseball
diamond.
Ms. Corley asked if CCSD had a plan to assist LBHS with fields.
Ms. Dassing stated that CCSD is building a softball field on James B.
Edwards Elementary property and there is a small corner beside the
baseball field that CCSD is going to try to get three tennis courts in for
practice and then partner with the Town for the use of their tennis courts.
She said in reference to baseball, LBHS must find a way to make it
work, because CCSD is also looking at Moultrie Middle School’s field as
a possibility, but this takes away Moultrie’s facilities.
Ms. Corley stated that she has never heard of a traditional high school
not having these facilities.
Ms. Dassing stated that she believed there was some assumption due to
the very close and positive relationship with the Town; however,
believes there were some assumptions when the school was originally
being designed that the field on Whipple Road would belong to LBHS.
She said CCSD wants to work with the Town.
Mr. DeMoura stated that the issue is, that it does not fit. The school
needs fulltime access to fields to play games and have scrimmages.
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LBHS Interior Video

Ms. Whitley stated for clarification, LBHS needs full time use of a full
sized baseball field. She said even if the Town had a baseball field and
partnered with LBHS, then the Town would basically not have usage of
that field.
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Ms. Dassing stated that the issue is that the Town and LBHS play at the
same times. She said this makes it difficult.
Ms. Corley stated that Oceanside Academy is going to build a baseball
field and suggested having discussions with Ms. Dassing.
Mr. Rambo asked if the plan is to utilize the field on Whipple Road for
practices and then play games at Wando High School.
Ms. Dassing stated that nothing has been decided. She said they need
assistance on this as well as tennis and swimming.
Mr. DeMoura stated that every possible timeframe has been offered on
tennis and swimming to LBHS to support their efforts; however, they
have a high school to operate that has athletic needs and there is
nothing the Town is able to do to support what they require.
Mr. Rambo stated that there has been discussion to expand the tennis
courts on Whipple Road and asked if there could be a potential
partnership to have CCSD build the expanded courts.
Ms. Dassing stated that this is something she believes CCSD would like
to look at.
Mr. DeMoura stated that the tennis courts cannot be expanded because
there is a small baseball field there that is utilized by the Recreation
Department and until that field is no longer needed, they will not be able
to expand the tennis courts.
Mr. Rambo stated that he will request Mr. Santos to add this item to the
next Recreation Committee agenda for an update and have the
recreation group present.
4.

Discussion of Youth Council meetings and priorities
Ms. Sims stated that the Youth Council is underway and has held
two meetings. She provided the following information.
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Ms. Sims stated that this group is incredible so far and are very anxious
to make a difference in their community. She stated that these are the
items that are important to this group.

Ms. Sims highlighted “Teen Mental Health Initiates”, because this was
by far, the top critical item. She stated that they are very concerned
about mental health.
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Ms. Sims stated that this Youth Council’s first event and community
service opportunity is “Our Community, Our Children” event that the
Town is hosting in conjunction with “Wake Up Carolina”. She stated that
both morning and afternoon sessions, they have members of Youth
Council to speak on behalf of the youth in Mount Pleasant.
Ms. Whitley thanked Ms. Sims for her involvement. She added that she
attended the first Youth Council meeting and it was great to see this
group so engaged and excited about making a difference. She said their
issues are real and serious. She said none of the youth are using
Facebook and only utilizing Instagram.
Ms. Sims stated that the Town created an Instagram page for the Youth
Council.
Ms. Whitley stated that regarding a cultural festival, she suggested
looking into piggybacking with Nicole Harvey, the Town’s Special Events
Manager on the Sweetgrass Basket Festival.
Mr. Rambo stated that he would like to have the Chair or Vice Chair of
the Youth Council provide an update every other month to the Education
Committee, and how the full Council is able to help support their
initiatives. He suggested having the Education Committee first thing in
the morning in order for these students to get to school at a reasonable
time.
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5.

Adjourn
There being no further business, meeting adjourned at 11:20 a.m.

Respectfully submitted,
Barbara Ashe
March 2, 2020

