TOWN OF MOUNT PLEASANT, SOUTH CAROLINA
SPECIAL PLANNING COMMITTEE
February 28, 2022
MINUTES
Municipal Complex, Committee Meeting Room

PowerPoint Presentation

Present:
Staff:

G. M. Whitley, Chair, Laura Hyatt, Howard Chapman, Brenda Corley
Christiane Farrell, Michele Reed, Liz Boyles

Ms. Whitley called the meeting to order at 4:31 p.m. and thanked the
Settlement Community Task Force for their work, dedication, and efforts.
1.

Public Comments

Mr. Kerry Roller, 2009 Ashburton Way, President of Park West Master
Association, stated that the residents of Park West are in favor of preserving the
settlement communities. He expressed concern with a recommendation to have a
road connecting the Park West subdivision with a settlement community. “The
road to compromise” as it has been proposed by Charleston County Council would
run through the heart of the subdivision and would be disruptive to the Park West
community. He asked that the Town of Mount Pleasant provide support with the
Park West community is determining a better alternative.
Mr. Michael German, 1707 Snowden Road, thanked the Task Force for their
recommendations. He stated that many of these recommendations, particularly
those concerning drainage and sewer connection have been an ongoing issue for
the past almost 50 years. He expressed hope that these recommendations are
implemented.
Ms. Lillie Johnson, 1593 Hamlin Road, stated that she recently had the
opportunity to serve on a panel at the International Gullah-Geechee Council and
shared the recommendations of the Task Force with this group. She stated that
there was interest in seeing the efforts and implementation of the
recommendations of the Task Force going forward.
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2.

Settlement Community Task Force Report and Recommendations

Ms. Boyles reviewed the establishment of the Settlement Community Task
Force and how the recommendations were formulated with the Committee. She
reviewed the report with the Committee.
Ms. Boyles reviewed the infrastructure recommendations with the Committee.
The Committee discussed how these recommendations could be implemented
and what other organizations like Mount Pleasant Waterworks would need to be
involved and those that the Town could partner with to work to accomplish the
recommendations.
The Committee agreed that the regulations requiring annexation to have water and
sewer connection should be reviewed by Town Council to determine if changes can
be accomplished.
Mr. George Freeman, 1450 Bowman Road, clarified that the issue is the
proposed roadway that connects from Highway 17/41, transversus through the
Seven Mile Community, ending at Billy Swails Blvd. He stated that this roadway is
included in the Comprehensive Plan.
Ms. Boyles reviewed the economical disparity recommendations with the
Committee.
The Committee discussed what options Town Council would have in bringing
these recommendations to fruition.
Ms. Cassandra Davis, Settlement Community Task Force member, stated that
the sweetgrass basket stands are a part of the Gullah-Geechee heritage. She stated
that the stands were owned by those that made the sweetgrass baskets. She stated
that the sweetgrass baskets were a means of providing income for their families.
She stated that many of the stands do not have safe ways for drivers to stop and
purchase their wares, which means that in many instances they are not able to
adequately provide for their families. She stated that there is a need to have better
pull offs and parking for the sweetgrass basket stands.
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Ms. Boyles reviewed the cultural integrity recommendations with the
Committee.
Ms. Davis provided information on the Community Benefits Agreements and
how they work for the Committee.
Ms. Pearl Ascue, 977 Gadsdenville Road, stated that the developers of the Ten
Mile and Whitehall communities were developed well with the developers working
with the settlement community. She stated that there are some community
centers that were built that need repair. She stated that because the agreement
was not coordinated with the government entity, in this case the Town, the
agreement could not be enforced or the funds provided for maintenance. She
suggested that the developers should give respect for those that are currently living
in the community where they are going to develop.
The Committee agreed that a historic preservation ordinance that would match
that which was adopted by Charleston County for protection of the settlement
communities and having a representative of the settlement communities serving on
a historic preservation commission.
The Committee agreed that an open house could be organized to provide
information and resources for the settlement community residents.
The Committee discussed proposing a resolution that would be sent to the
Legislative Delegation that includes these recommendations, with strong
encouragement to pursue amendments to the state regulations.
Ms. Whitley thanked the Task Force again for their hard work.
There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 6:00 p.m.

Submitted by,
L. Lynes
SpPlanComm02282022

