POLICE, JUDICIAL & LEGAL COMMITTEE
Monday, February 1, 2021
11:15 a.m.
Municipal Complex, Council Chambers
100 Ann Edwards Lane, Mount Pleasant, SC 29464
Minutes
Members Present: Mayor Will Haynie, Chair; Jake Rambo, G.M. Whitley and
Laura Hyatt
Staff Present: Eric DeMoura, Town Administrator; Laurie Wilson, Court
Administrator; Carl Ritchie, Police Chief and David Pagliarini, General Counsel

1. Call to Order
Mayor Haynie called the meeting to order at 11:32 a.m.
Immediately following calling the meeting to order, Mayor Haynie
acknowledged Chief Ritchie’s notice of retirement and extended the Town’s
appreciation for all he has done. This was followed by a standing ovation for
Chief Ritchie.
2. Approval of Minutes from the November 30, 2020 meeting
Mayor Haynie asked that the minutes from November 30, 2020 meeting
be approved. Ms. Whitley made the motion for approval of the minutes;
seconded by Mr. Rambo. Motion carried unanimously.
3. Public Comments
Kathy Landing, 2114 Sewee Indian Court, Mount Pleasant, expressed that
she was present in regard to item 6(B) on the agenda. She stated she brought the
item up at previous Council meetings to determine if Chapter 41 Civil Emergencies
needed an amendment or if subsection 41.04 could be rescinded. She proceeded

Police, Judicial & Legal Committee
November 30, 2020
Page 2 of 6

to read the restrictions the Mayor could impose as allowed by Section 41 in an
emergency, several of which she felt destroyed the Bill of Rights of the United
States Constitution.

4. Police matters
a. Employee years of service recognition
Deputy Chief Arnold recognized and thanked School Resource Officer
Hillary Clark her five (5) years of service.
Deputy Chief Arnold recognized and thanked Field Training Officer
George Tetanich his five (5) years of service.
Deputy Chief Arnold recognized and thanked Crime Scene Investigator
James Edmonds his fifteen (15) years of service.
Chief Ritchie recognized and thanked his Executive Administrative
Assistant, Lori Gaskin, for her twenty (20) years of service with the Town.
5. Judicial matters
No agenda items.
6. Legal matters
a.
Review of state law governing the use of fireworks
Discussion led by Attorney Pagliarini regarding a memo that was
provided to Committee members in reference to two (2) requirements for
fireworks that the State provides, which does limit what any Municipality
can do by way of restrictions that can be placed on the use of fireworks.
Discussion by Committee members ensued.
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No motions were made following discussion.
b.

Discussion and possible action with regard to Town ordinance
titled Chapter 41 Civil Emergencies

Discussion led by Mayor Haynie. Mayor Haynie initiated the discussion
by reviewing Chapter 41.07. He referred to Attorney Pagliarini to confirm
previous advice that, if there is a state of emergency used by any Mayor,
three (3) Council members can call an emergency or special meeting and a
simple majority can undo, change or veto an emergency period or any
restrictions imposed by the Mayor. Mayor Haynie expressed that he would
like to get an opinion as to the potential Constitutional violations that
Chapter 41 presents.
Mr. Rambo made a motion to strike subsections 41.03A and 41.03B
from Town Ordinance Chapter 41 Civil Emergencies; seconded by Ms. Hyatt.
Discussion followed.
Discussion between Committee members and Counsel regarding striking
subsections 41.03A and 41.03B of Chapter 41 Civil Emergencies of the Town of
Mount Pleasant Code of Ordinances.

Mr. Rambo made a motion to amend his original motion to include also
striking subsection 41.03C from Town Ordinance Chapter 41 Civil
Emergencies in addition to 41.03A and 41.03B; seconded by Ms. Whitley.
Discussion between Committee members and Counsel regarding on
how the amended motion would best be handled.
Mr. Rambo withdrew his motion and the amendment. Ms. Hyatt
withdrew her second to the original motion, and Ms. Whitley withdrew her
second to the amendment.
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Mr. Rambo made a motion to strike subsections 41.03A and 41.03B
from Town Ordinance Chapter 41 Civil Emergencies; seconded by Ms. Hyatt.
Discussion followed.
Discussion between Committee members and Counsel regarding striking
subsections 41.03A and 41.03B of Chapter 41 Civil Emergencies of the Town of
Mount Pleasant Code of Ordinances. Committee members also discussed that
additional amendments to the original motion could be made at the second
reading.
Mayor Haynie discussed the importance of Chapter 41 Civil Emergencies
when it comes to matters of civil unrest as evidenced by events that transpired in
Spring 2020.
Motion carried unanimously.
Ms. Whitley requested that Counsel explore the Constitutionality of
subsection 41.03C prior to the second reading at full Council.
Mr. Rambo voiced concerns with the current mask proclamation that were
brought to him by other members of Council. The concerns were mainly in regard
to the lack of public input.
Mayor Haynie responded and discussion with Subcommittee members
commenced.
c.

Discussion and possible action regarding the impact of the Crab
Bank restoration project.

Discussion between Committee members and Counsel regarding the
impact of the Crab Bank restoration project. Counsel informed Committee
that the time of decision needs to be when the decisions are made by the
Corps of Engineers, which is a several step process. Mr. Pagliarini stated that
should a decision be rendered by the Corps that is contrary to what is in the
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best interest of the Town, there is an administrative process that would still
need to take place and then potentially an appeal in Federal Court.
Mayor Haynie inquired as to whether it would be premature to enter
into Executive Session on the matter right now since the Corps of Engineers
was not making a decision until later this month. Mr. Pagliarini advised that
there was no additional information that he could share during the noticed
Executive Session since the Corps had not yet made a decision regarding the
placement of the Crab Bank restoration project.
d. Executive Session – legal advice regarding the impact of the Crab
Bank restoration project.
No motion was made to enter into Executive Session.
e. Executive session – legal advice related to the case entitled
Refuel v. TOMP (2020-CP-10-03538)
Mr. Pagliarini stated that there was a confidential memo sent to
Committee members regarding Refuel v. TOMP (2020-CP-10-03538). He
stated that the memo provided was sufficient to bring Committee members
up to date on the situation. He also wanted to bring to attention of
Committee members the case was appealed at Circuit Court and remanded
back to the Board of Zoning Appeals and has been placed on their February
agenda. Counsel was of the opinion that there was no interim action that
could be taken and left it to Committee members discretion on whether to
enter Executive Session.
Mayor Haynie inquired if Counsel would be able to share more in-depth
information in Executive Session. Mr. Pagliarini informed that he would be
able to provide additional information but that there would be no action
required.
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Committee members decided that there was no need to enter into
Executive Session.
f. Post Executive Session
None.
7. Adjourn
There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 12:35
p.m.
Minutes submitted by:
Jocelyn Campbell
February 2, 2021

