TOWN OF MOUNT PLEASANT, SOUTH CAROLINA
EDUCATION COMMITTEE
Monday, December 2, 2019
9:15 a.m.
Municipal Complex, Committee Meeting Room, 3rd Floor
100 Ann Edwards Lane, Mount Pleasant, SC 29464
MINUTES
MEMBERS PRESENT:

Jake Rambo, Chair, Guang Ming Whitley, and Brenda
Corley

STAFF PRESENT:

Eric DeMoura, Town Administrator; Christiane
Farrell, Assistant Town Administrator

ALSO PRESENT:

Pamela Jouan-Goldman, District 2 Constituent
School Board; MaryChris Delioppo, Alive at 25
Program; and Dr. Annie Andrews, MUSC Pediatrics

Mr. Rambo called the meeting to order at 9:19 a.m.
1.

Approval of Minutes from the November 4, 2019 meeting
Ms. Whitley so moved; seconded by Ms. Corley. All present voted in
favor.

2.

Public Comments
Kevin Cunnane, 3032 River Vista Way, stated that he appreciated this
Committee bringing up the issue on the 5G, which is important. He said
there is an important issue he would like to discuss, which he raised last
month while a sitting member on the Education Committee. He stated
that it is regarding a Town official making improper use of information
regarding a minor. He said there has already been a court order regarding
this, but the Town still has the possibility of this happening again, mostly
because the judgement was extremely off on one individual, who is still in
office. He stated that he would like to meet with each Committee
member individually to discuss the specifics of this in the hopes of
preventing this action from happening again. He said children’s
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information flows through the Police Department as do school records.
He said it is time for the Town to take that seriously. He said this type of
information should not have been released. He said the Town needs to
address the Town’s part, because there is someone in office who made
this grievous error already and he does not want to see this happen to
another student. He said he is happy to discuss this with the members of
the Education Committee in further detail. He said the Town has a
responsibility to protect the children and hopes to see this on future
Committee agendas.
Shannon Hall, 638 Bonneau Lane, stated that she is a design consultant
for wellness and this is in reference to 5G. She received a very telling
communication from the school board, asking about her
telecommunications concerns. She stated that she is not sure if they are
the same thing and is here to educate people on what this technology is,
as it is coming hard and fast. A precautionary plan needs to be in place.
She received the master marketing agreement which is for ten years and
renews automatically each year. She said this is a process that is
happening simultaneously. She said we need to fight this for aesthetics,
contamination of the soil and other issues. She added that she would like
to slow this process down and do this wisely.
3.

Discussion regarding the approval process for cell towers on school
property
Ms. Farrell discussed the following presentation with Committee
members, regarding zoning and permitted uses with respect to
telecommunications towers. There is the ability to add on to an existing
tall building or water tower, which is not increased by more than 30 feet
as a permitted use. She said the telecommunications companies could
potentially file for a co-location on an existing building which is tall
enough, but it would need to be presented with an application, a lease or
a letter of authorization from the school district. The Town is unable to
process an application without this. The ability to co-locate is the only
case where something is a permitted use and it does not matter what the
zoning district is.
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Ms. Whitley stated that Milestone Communications, which is the
company currently looking at putting a monopole at Moultrie Middle
School, has on their website potential sites. She asked if this means fiber
boxes or other types of telecommunications could go there.
Ms. Farrell stated that she is only addressing telecommunications towers.
She said that this company has not had an in depth conversation with
Town staff.
Mr. Rambo stated that in all of these instances the telecommunications
companies are able to co-locate. He said that a three story building is all
they would need to add another 30 feet for a tower, which would be
allowed in any zoning.
Ms. Farrell stated that only if the property owner consents to this. There
is a pending text amendment that will be discussed in the Planning
Committee which was deferred at the request of Mount Pleasant
Waterworks, that would only allow for a tower for conditional use, with
staff level approval, on a PI2 piece of property. She said there are no
schools zoned PI2.
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Ms. Whitley stated that in June, first reading was passed, but the reason
this is being addressed is because they wish to take down the water
tower and put up a monopole in a historically black neighborhood in the
Old Village; however, they wish to do this through a change to every PI2
zoned property which would take this decision out of Council level and
bring it to staff level for every PI2 property in Town. She said an approval
of this monopole in the Old Village would essentially be a tacit approval
of a monopole in any PI2 zoned property throughout the Town, because
it would render it a staff level decision. She said this will be discussed in
the Planning Committee.
Mr. Rambo stated that this text amendment only changes the PI2 zoning
code.
Ms. Farrell stated that this is all it is changing. It is moving the PI2 over
from the special exception category to a conditional use.
Ms. Corley asked where the Federal Government comes in. She asked if
they regulate this.
Ms. Farrell stated that the Federal Government regulates this
tremendously. She said there are a number of things they regulate in
terms of the ability to turn down a cellular tower and period of time for
compliance to review applications.
Mr. Rambo stated that he placed this on the agenda after receiving
emails, messages and being approached about this. He wanted to open it
up for discussion. He asked if Council is able to rezone Moultrie Middle
School to PI.
Ms. Farrell responded in the affirmative and said MPW did this.
Mr. DeMoura stated that Council may unilaterally zone the property.
Ms. Whitley stated that if the Chair would like this placed on the Planning
Committee for future months, she would be happy to put it on the
agenda.

Education Committee
December 2, 2019
Page 7 of 13

4.

Discussion of and possible action to recommend to Council a
resolution supporting legislation to ban vape pods
Ms. Whitley stated that this was not about banning vape pods entirely
but looking at resolutions. She said there is legislation in the state house
that have been pre filed, and none are to ban vape pods entirely.
Pamela Jouan-Goldman, District 2 Constituent School Board, stated that
she provided a presentation on vaping and how it has impacted the
students in Mount Pleasant, as well as some of the actions that are
currently in process on the Federal and State levels, and those that can
be done on a local level. She stated that this is an ongoing issue and
whatever can be done to resolve or diminish the vaping issues in this
Town would be a positive step. She said vaping is geared towards the
youth and clearly shows that the flavors and the appeal of the devices are
geared towards children. She suggested raising the tobacco age to 21
years of age as over 50% of the United States currently has tobacco
restrictions. There were also other ideas she suggested such as setting a
cap on tobacco sales permits within the Town, as well as requesting
additional excise taxes and licensing fees on tobacco sales to make the
products more expensive. She said the flavored vapes is a controversial
issue and a bill will be pre-filed this month in South Carolina for banning
flavored vapes. She suggested putting together a committee of
community stakeholders to look at this issue as a whole, bringing
together educators, law enforcement, retailers and the youth.
Ms. Whitley stated that the Town has a new Youth Council and this issue
would be one they could take up. She said this is also an issue that could
be addressed at the Police, Judicial and Legal Committee to review more
closely on doing a resolution or the Town’s ordinances regarding vaping.
Committee members agreed.
Ms. Corley said that Charleston County may also wish to address their
Code of Conduct. She said vaping at this time is handled as tobacco,
which is lightly punishable.
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Ms. Goldman stated that the County has revised all of their Code of
Conduct to include vaping and is continuing to revise it throughout the
year.
Ms. Corley stated that her school treats vaping as drugs, so the
consequences are more severe. She said it is difficult when the school
administrator is not empowered to enforce rules.
5.

Recognition of Alive at 25, a safe driving program at Wando High
School
Ms. Whitley stated that social media has been raving about this program.
She said there were drunk driving deaths last year after prom, which was
very tragic. She said MaryChris Delioppo has been the driving force
behind this program.
MaryChris Delioppo stated that this became a passion when a young
man died on the way to Wando High School. She said social media groups
discussed how the students needed to be punished more. She totally
disagrees and believes it is about education so the students understand
the consequences. She said they also need to know what they contribute
to it and what they can change. Through research she discovered the
Alive at 25 program and for two years, she has been fighting to get it into
the system. She said Wando High School was the first school to embrace
it. She said this can only work if a school system says that the only way to
have a parking space on campus is to have the student take this course.
She said the course is 4 ½ hours and the cost is $40. She said she has
raised over $1,000 and is working on raising more for those students with
free or reduced lunch who are unable to afford this. She said she would
like all the high schools in Mount Pleasant to be involved as well. She said
the statistics show a decrease in death rates by 47%. She said we need
this.
Ms. Corley asked to clarify what the students learn.
Ms. Delioppo stated that it is defensive driving and at-risk behavior which
is not what is taught in Drivers Education class. She said this program was
written by the National Safety Council and is used throughout Lexington,
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Beaufort, Orangeburg and Greenville counties where they will only allow
a parking space to high school students if they have taken this program.
6.

Presentation from Be Smart, a program promoting gun safety
Ms. Whitley stated that there is an issue in Mount Pleasant of residents
leaving guns in unlocked vehicles. She said statistics indicate that so far in
2019, 39 guns have been stolen and 29 of them were unsecured. She said
in 2018, 48 guns were stolen with 35 left in unsecured vehicles. This
program encourages responsible gun ownership.
Dr. Annie Andrews is a pediatrician at MUSC and an associate professor
of pediatrics and a Mount Pleasant resident. She is also the director of
advocacy for their department. She said the second leading cause of
death in children is gun violence.
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Dr. Andrews stated that they have had a great deal of success with this
program at MUSC and the Department of Pediatrics.
Ms. Whitley stated that in another state, an ordinance was passed at the
local level to require the reporting of a lost or stolen gun within 24 hours
so the Police Department is made aware. From this presentation she
would like to see the Town take action in the Police Judicial and Legal
Committee to look at a reporting ordinance. She said the Police
Department has programs in place and because the Town is such a safe
place, residents feel safe leaving their guns in their gloveboxes in an
unsecured vehicle.
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7.

Adjourn
There being no further business, Committee adjourned at 9:57 a.m.

Respectfully submitted,
Barbara Ashe
December 2, 2019

