TOWN OF MOUNT PLEASANT, SOUTH CAROLINA
WATER SUPPLY COMMITTEE
Monday, November 30, 2020
(December Committee meeting)
Municipal Complex, Council Chambers
100 Ann Edwards Lane, Mount Pleasant, SC 29464
MINUTES
Present:

Jake Rambo, Chair; Guang Ming Whitley and Laura Hyatt

Staff:

Eric DeMoura, Town Administrator

Also Present:

Clay Duffie, General Manager, Mount Pleasant
Waterworks; Hillary Repik, Town of Mount Pleasant
Stormwater Division Chief

1.

Call to order
Mr. Rambo called the meeting to order at 11:30 a.m.

2.

Approval of Minutes from the October 5, 2020 meeting
Ms. Hyatt moved for approval; seconded by Ms. Whitley. All present
voted in favor.

3.

Public Comments
Howard Chapman, thanked Mr. Rambo for placing this item on the
agenda, which he requested recently. He looks forward to the
presentation as this was a concern during elections last year and to
make an effort to improve the condition of the water quality in Shem
Creek.
Will Haynie, 316 Mallard Court, stated that at the last MPW’s
Commissioners meeting, he received a check from MPW for
approximately $507,000 to the Town which is 1% of MPW’s operating
income that MPW recognizes every year. He thanked MPW for their
partnership.

4.

Discussion of water quality in the Shem Creek watershed
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Clay Duffie, General Manager of Mount Pleasant Waterworks
(MPW), stated that his presentation is geared more towards Pelzer Drive
where there are approximately 45 septic systems in the Shem Creek
watershed and approximately 16 are on Pelzer Drive.

Mr. Duffie stated that the reason why it is more costly today is due to the
requirements of addressing vegetation, such as trees and roots and it
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would be disruptive to put in a gravity wastewater system in that area.
He stated that in 2017, they reviewed this area once again, to provide a
low pressure system where they would install a small diameter force
main, using grinder pumps to connect from the house to the street and
take the wastewater to MPW’s system. He said the project costs are
more affordable in terms of MPW’s contribution of $150,000. He said the
resident would need a separate pump with a control panel with an
electrical system, which would run approximately $16,000. He said the
total cost per lot is more affordable, but still costly at $26,000. He stated
that the residents did not express any interest when contacted by MPW.

Mr. Duffie stated that many already know what a septic tank does and
how it functions.
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He stated that a survey was done in 2007 and found that most of the
septic tanks in the Shem Creek area were 35 years old or older and only
nine had been pumped out at that time, six had been repaired and there
were six gray water discharges. He said these are direct discharges
from the kitchen sink or something similar; however, not the sewer. He
stated that septic tanks need pumping out periodically and the drain field
lays just above the water table in the Shem Creek area and are subject
to root intrusion, grease buildup. He said they do not last forever. He
said they need to be maintained regularly. He said replacement of the
drain fields and/or septic tanks can be costly.
Mr. Duffie stated that this is the Shem Creek watershed where they did a
collections systems study approximately ten years ago.

He said they looked at providing service to residents on septic systems
within MPW’s service area. In the Shem Creek area there are
approximately nine residential units that have sewer immediately
available to them and two commercial parcels. These are in the Town
and have sewer immediately available. The Town does have a
mandatory connection ordinance which has not been affected on these
11 customers. There are an additional 32 lots within the Town, within the
Shem Creek watershed that do not have gravity sewer service
immediately available to their property; therefore an extension would be
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required. He said there are approximately 45 septic tanks in the Shem
Creek watershed in the Town. He said there are approximately 140
septic tanks within the Shem Creek watershed that are in the County.

He reviewed MPW’s recommendations and suggested that Town
Council consider modifying the Town Ordinances to create a Septic
Tank Maintenance Program and make it mandatory. He said MPW
would inspect it annually, pump it out when needed, and the resident
would be required to pay a monthly service fee. He said they
approached the County several years ago with this idea; however,
nothing was done. He added that this is the more affordable avenue to
take. He said that there are approximately 300 septic tanks in the Town
that are within the Town limits. He said there are approximately 800 that
are in the County that are within MPW’s service area. It would be
necessary for the County to subscribe to the same type of maintenance
program.
Ms. Whitley asked about the frequency of testing at Shem Creek.
Ms. Hillary Repik stated that Shem Creek is currently sampled by
Charleston Waterkeeper, Between May and October, once a week, they
sample in three locations at Shem Creek. She added that the Town,
under new regulations, is installing a 4th monitoring station at the
Bowman Bridge. She stated that they are also able to do DNA sampling.
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She stated that the Charleston Water Keeper maintains a Water Quality
Monitoring webpage where information is available on the quality of the
water at Shem Creek. She added that Charleston Water Keeper is a
non-profit and one of the Town’s partners. They are part of a regional
Stormwater Consortium, so there is a whole regional group of public
entities, jurisdictions and partners from DNR (Department of Natural
Resources), to Charleston Water Keeper, MPW and Charleston County
Parks, who are all attempting to improve the water quality of all of the
waters.
Mr. Duffie stated that if the County participated, it would be much more
affordable. He stated that the County should be participating with the
local municipalities in attempting to improve water quality.
5. Adjourn
There being no further business, Committee adjourned at 12:59 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,
Barbara Ashe MacDonald
November 30, 2020

