MOUNT PLEASANT TOWN COUNCIL
TOWN COUNCIL AGENDA
Tuesday, November 10, 2020, 6:00 p.m.
Municipal Complex, Council Chambers
100 Ann Edwards Lane
Mount Pleasant, SC 29464
In accordance with Governor McMaster’s Executive Order 2020-63,
Council Chambers will be limited to 50% occupancy.
MINUTES
Mayor Haynie called the meeting to order at 6:01 p.m.
Council Members Howard Chapman, Brenda Corley, Laura Hyatt, Kathy
Landing, Tom O’Rourke, Jake Rambo, Gary Santos and Guang Ming
Whitley were all present.
I.

PRAYER
Chaplain Dale Norman led Council in prayer.

II.

PLEDGE
Mayor Pro Tempore, Tom O’Rourke, led Council in the Pledge of
Allegiance

III.

APPROVAL OF AGENDA
Mr. Chapman moved for approval; seconded by Ms. Whitley. All
present voted in favor.

IV.

PUBLIC HEARINGS, AWARDS & PRESENTATIONS
A. Public Hearing: A Public Hearing to receive input on a proposed
Sixth Amendment to the Development Agreement by and between
CDM of Charleston, LLC and the Town of Mount Pleasant, South
Carolina. The proposed amendment is to Exhibit C, Carolina Park

Land Use Table, to allow Communication Towers as a Conditional
Use in the Carolina Park-Active Park (CPAP) District. The use is
currently only allowed in the Carolina Park-Industrial (CPI) District.
Carolina Park is comprised of approximately 1,608.50 acres of
land and whose location is generally described as being on the
north side of US Highway 17 between Park West and Pepper
Plantation developments.
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Lisa Earnest, 4016 Maidstone Drive, stated that many
residents will need to pray more if the communications tower is put
near the children in their community. The proposed area is where
children play sports. She said the tower will be in the
neighborhood which houses thousands of children. She said cell
tower radiation is very harmful and causes a number of health
problems.
There being no speakers, Mayor Haynie declared the public
hearing closed.
B.

Longevity Awards
Police Chief Carl Ritchie, along with Mayor Haynie and Town
Council recognized Ruth Tocco, Victims Advocate, for 25 years of
service.

V.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES FROM THE SEPTEMBER 15, 2020
AND SEPTEMBER 25, 2020 SPECIAL TOWN COUNCIL MEETINGS
AND THE SEPTEMBER 2020 FINANCIAL STATEMENT.
Mr. Rambo moved for approval; seconded by Mr. Chapman. All
present voted in favor.

VI.

PUBLIC COMMENT
Joe Bustos, (SC State House Representative elect, District 112),
649 King Street, stated that he is representing District 112 (Sullivan’s
Island, Isle of Palms and a portion of Mount Pleasant), and would like
to be our representative. If there is something that needs attention in
Columbia, he is only a phone call away. He not only wants to be
accessible to the residents, but the local governments.
Freddy Jenkins, 435 Hattie Street, stated that he attended the
Council meeting two months ago regarding the cellular tower that a
company wanted to install on Hattie Street and Snowden Road. He
said he no longer sees this on the agenda, but now sees another
cellular tower being proposed. He asked if the company is still looking
at putting the cellular tower on Hattie and Snowden Roads. He said
he opposes any cell tower that is close to homes.
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Robert Hill, 1300 Royal Links Drive, Mount Pleasant, stated that
he is here regarding the communications tower being proposed on
Long Point Road. He said he supports the tower, as there is very
limited coverage in that area.
John Pontieri, 42 Milano Street, Hanahan, stated that he has
been traveling on Long Point Road for business for 30 years. He said
there is no cellular coverage and he is in favor of the cell tower. He
said it will serve the public well.
David Aarons, 2045 Middleburg Lane, Mount Pleasant, stated
that he is here to support the proposed Long Point cellular tower. He
is the President of the Board for the Homeowners Association. He
said there are dead spots in that area and people rely on their cell
phones for emergencies.
George Freeman, 1450 Bowman Road, Director of Community
Activities for CAGE (Community Action Group for Encouragement),
stated that regarding the trailer park property on Six Mile Road, he
would like to mention once again that the CAGE organization feels
that this is a great place for the Town to work with East Cooper Land
Trust to explore the possibility of purchasing the property to be
preserved for the community and possibility become a passive park
for the community.
James Tweedy, 1938 Tyson Lane, Mount Pleasant, stated that
he is here to address the Long Point cellular tower proposal. He is not
opposed to cellular phones or coverage; however, he does have
issues with the current proposal. One is the location, which is next to
the soccer field, basketball courts, volleyball court, playground, tennis
courts and swimming pool. He is a parent of three children and does
not feel comfortable with his children playing in the shadow of this
cellular tower. He said there needs to be another location to put this
tower where it is not close to children. He said this proposal was
never put before their community and asks Council to reject this
proposal.
Martin Deputy, 365 4th Avenue, Mount Pleasant, stated that he
has photos of where the cellular tower will be located. He said they
worked very hard with the homeowner’s association to put the tower
where they wanted and where it would be most effective and the least
intrusive.
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Casey Cann, 460 Springfield Road, Mount Pleasant, stated that
in reference to the cell tower, he is neutral. He understands why there
is some desire to have it, because so many individuals work from
home and need the service. He also understands why many oppose
it. He said many oppose it because they are concerned about the
health of their families. He said his issue is not knowing that this
meeting was taking place until late this morning. He said their
neighborhood did not advise their residents in time.
Angie Odachowski, 2170 Annie Laura Lane, Mount Pleasant,
stated that they live behind a recycle transfer station. She said
recently the transfer station received $30 million. She said her home
is behind a large dump and they are so loud Monday through
Sunday. She stated that they are not up to DHEC standards as well
as the pollution.
Andrew Odachowski, 2170 Annie Laura Lane, Mount Pleasant,
stated that since they moved in 2017, the transfer station noise and
pollution behind their yard and neighborhood is troubling. It has a
significant negative impact on their livability. He stated that they met
with Mr. Peele who advised them that there is $30 million to upgrade
and expand the facility. The engineer said that it will likely be louder
once the expansion is complete. They would like to propose that the
transfer station be moved to the other side of the street that is owned
by the Town.
Matt Midkiff. 2060 Hallahan Court, Mount Pleasant, stated that
he is 100% in favor of the cellular tower. He works from home and his
calls are dropped daily.
Nick Windham, stated that he is speaking on behalf of John
Chalfie regarding the monopole cellular tower in the Long Point
subdivision. Mr. Chalfie is strongly in support of the monopole cellular
tower due to the lack of cellular service in their area.
Matt Everson, 324 Wild Horse Lane, Mount Pleasant, stated that
he has been a Long Point resident for approximately 20 years. He is
in favor of the tower. He is a business owner and works from home.
His calls drop several times a day and it is very frustrating trying to
conduct business. He said first responders are also a concern. He did
a petition and of the 25 homes that he surveyed; the vast majority
were in favor.
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Kevin Cunnane, 3032 River Vista Way, stated that he sent all
Council members an email regarding last month’s meeting. He said at
1:03 on the video there was something favorable to the Mayor and
everyone started clapping and screaming, but yet there was no gavel.
However, at the three prior meetings, there were numerous times
when others were clapping and it was a problem. He said at 1:33 the
Mayor was actively arguing with Ms. Landing until Mr. Rambo, at 1:39
had to ask them to stop. He asked Council members to review
Roberts Rules and when the Mayor acts in an unfair manner, Council
members may overrule him. He said the rules may be suspended,
which is allowed by vote, or overrule the chair. He said it is
disrespectful.
Jody McInerny, 934 Scotland Drive, Mount Pleasant, stated that
he is with Charleston Appraisal Service and his firm has performed
two surveys to determine the effects that cellular towers have on
property values. He said they have looked at four similar
neighborhoods and properties close to the tower are as high or
higher. He said a second survey involved rates of appreciation in two
neighborhoods in Mount Pleasant before and after the construction of
cellular towers in Dunes West and Charleston National. In both
cases, rates of appreciation and property values in these
neighborhoods were as high or higher after the construction of
cellular towers in those neighborhoods. He said the market has
shown that these towers have no impact on property values.
Jonathan Yates, 105 Broad Street, Charleston, stated that there
have been questions regarding 5G. He said the Governor recently
signed into law the SC Small Wireless Facilities Appointment Act. He
said on June 15th for 13 hours the country went into an absolute panic
because T-Mobile was unable to process most calls for data and
calls. In Long Point, this happens every day.
Geri Lipps, 2061 Arundel Place, Mount Pleasant, stated that she
is here as a resident, a Board member and a professional who works
from home. She said she has lived in Long Point since 2013 and it
would be great to make a cellular call from their home. As a Board
member, she disagrees that this has been some secret that has been
kept from the neighborhood, as they have been meeting for the past
several years and have done their research and placed it in an area
that is as safe as possible. She is in favor of the cellular tower.
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Alicia Mendocino, a resident of Long Point since 1988, a
member of the board and is strongly in favor of the cellular tower. She
said there have been four community meetings regarding this tower.
She said it is crucial that this community receive better cellular
service.
Scott Price, 420 Springfield Road, stated that he is also in favor
of the cellular tower. From a safety standpoint, this cellular tower is
needed.
Mark Angelino, Richter Way, stated that he did attend the
meeting in March 2020 regarding the cellular tower. He said no one is
arguing about the cellular coverage in Long Point. He said he was the
telecom industry for approximately 12 years and there are many
questions, not just thermal, but electromagnetic radiation. He would
not want it in his backyard or near playgrounds. He stated that if
Council has the opportunity to put the tower elsewhere, he would do
so.
Lance Cleveland, 1945 Davant Circle, Mount Pleasant, stated
that he is in favor of the tower. He said there are concerns regarding
radiation; however, the radiation from other household devices is as
high as the amount of energy and radiation from a tower.
Matt Goodrich, 287 Beech Hill Lane, Long Point, stated that he
lives in close proximity to the proposed cellular tower. He stated that
he is in support of the tower which is needed and believes it will be
safe.
Kenneth Gillespie, 2182 Annie Laura Lane, stated that he would
like to voice his concerns as well as the HOA’s concerns regarding
the noise pollution, air pollution and proposed improvements to the
transfer station on Sweetgrass Basket Way. He spoke to (former)
Mayor Swails when he purchased his lot and was informed that the
Town was going to purchase property to relocate the transfer station.
The Town did purchase the old Berkeley Electric property on
Highway 17; however, residents in the area objected to the property
being used for trash. He asked Council why they are wasting
taxpayer’s money to handle the same trash twice when they should
go through an independent financial audit on the current trash
practices by public service before any additional funding is expended.
He said there is plenty of area on the north side of Sweetgrass
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Basket Way that is owned by the Town for a new garage, so why
build it in their backyard along with the transfer station. He said Annie
Laura Lane residents deserve more respect, as they are also paying
taxes to the Town.
Matt Voss, 744 Springfield Road, stated that he is in support of
the cellular tower.
Eric Coleman, 2194 Annie Laura Lane, stated that he also has
concerns regarding the transfer station expansion. He agrees with
everything previously mentioned. The noise is consistent every
morning and does not stop. He said the expansion of the transfer
station will only hurt their home values. He would love to work with
Town Council on some type of solution.
Kaitlyn Jones, Annie Laura Lane, stated that she recently
learned of the expansion of the transfer station and recycling center.
She is concerned about the lack of awareness and community
outreach on this issue. She said this is hurting the residents and
especially the children of this neighborhood. She is very worried
about the potential air pollution and emissions and resident’s health
and safety should outweigh any impact. She strongly encourages
working on a solution with Council to move this transfer/recycling
station.
Bob Hamess, Long Point neighborhood, stated that he has lived
in Mount Pleasant for 45 years and in Long Point for over 23 years.
He said that they are not trying to stop 5G. However, some teachers
have noticed changes in their students K-12 with memory loss,
headaches and other issues. He said 60,000 doctors from the
American Pediatric Association have said that they are worried about
the long-term effect of RF radiation on young children, pregnant
women and adults as well. He is concerned about the children and
grandchildren. He said there are other locations this tower can be
placed. He understands that the County of Charleston turned down a
tower at Palmetto County Park. He said they do not want it next to
their children either.
Julia Gawel, Creole Place, stated that she was at the last
meeting where Council voted this item down and is not sure why it is
being addressed again. She said this is all about money and real
estate, as well as first responder safety. She said there must be
another place to put this tower.
Page 8 of 28

Brett Hamless, 395 Live Palmetto Bluff, stated that we all agree
that Long Point needs better cellular service. Lloyds of London, who
covers just about everything; however, they will not cover 5G,
because it is too high of a risk. He asked Council to respect the
Planning Committee’s wishes as they denied this request.
Nancy Hamless, 395 Live Palmetto Bluff, stated she is not in
favor of the cellular tower. She is concerned about the radiation that
the 5G cellular tower emits. This is harmful to the children.
VII.

CONSENT AGENDA ITEMS
Mr. Rambo moved for approval of Items VII.A and VII.B; seconded
by Mr. Chapman. All present voted in favor.
A. Final Reading: An Ordinance providing for the annexation of an
approximately 3.95 acre tract of land located at 2841 Parkers Island
Drive and depicted on a Plat recorded by the Charleston County
ROD Office in Plat Book EG, Page 488. (Ord. No. 20062)

This Ordinance SIGNED, SEALED and DELIVERED this date.
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B. Final Reading: An Ordinance to amend the Gregorie Ferry Landing
PD-MU-SR, Planned Development-Mixed Use Suburban-Rural
District, (Ord. No. 06082, as amended), by clarifying that the
additional multi-family units to be utilized for Workforce Housing may
be comprised of one (1) building or multiple buildings, not to exceed
42 units. Amendment pertains to a parcel located on Winnowing
Way near its intersection with Gregory Ferry Road, recorded by the
Charleston County ROD Office in Plat Book L12, Page 0102. (Ord.
No. 20064)
[Approved with Item VII.A]

This Ordinance SIGNED, SEALED and DELIVERED this date.
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VIII.

PLANNING
A. NEW BUSINESS
1.

First Reading:
An Ordinance providing for the
annexation of an approximately 11.54 acre tract of land
located at 1240 Six Mile Road and depicted as Lot 24 on a
Plat recorded by the Charleston County ROD Office in Plat
Book W, Page 115. (Ord. No. 20060)
[Withdrawn by applicant.]
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2.

First Reading: An Ordinance to zone R-4 Medium Density
Residential District, an approximately 11.54 acre tract of land
located at 1240 Six Mile Road and depicted as Lot 24 on a
Plat recorded by the Charleston County ROD Office in Plat
Book W, Page 115. (Ord. No. 20061)
[Withdrawn by applicant.]

3.

First Reading: An Ordinance to rezone from AB,
Areawide Business District, to AB-2, Areawide Business-2
District, an approximately 14.59 acre (according to Charleston
County Tax records) tract of land comprised of eight parcels.
Properties located off Highway 17 North across from Lowes
at Oakland. (Ord. No. 20063)
Mr. Chapman moved to defer until the December Town
Council meeting; seconded by Mr. Santos. All present voted
in favor.

4.

First Reading: An Ordinance to amend the Long Point
Road PD, Planned Development District Ordinance (Ord. No.
R-14-86), allowing a Wireless Communications Facility
including a tower not to exceed 140 feet on TMS No. 556-0800-025. (Ord. No. 20068)
Mr. Chapman moved for approval; seconded by Ms.
Corley.
Ms. Whitley and Mr. Santos were opposed. All others present
voted in favor. Motion to approve carries 7-2.
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5.

First Reading:
An Ordinance providing for the
annexation of an approximately 1.1 acre tract of land located
at 1145 Venning Road and depicted on a plat recorded by the
Charleston County ROD office in Plat Book AV, Page 56.
(Ord No. 20069)

Page 17 of 28

Mr. Chapman moved for approval; seconded by Mr.
Rambo. All present voted in favor.
6.

First Reading: An Ordinance to amend the Dunes West
Park West PD, Planned Development District Ordinance (Ord.
R-13-90, as amended), by removing an approximately 1.38
acre parcel identified by TMS No. 598-00-00-389 from TC,
Town Center Land Use Designation, and instead designating
it for PI, Public Institutional Land Uses on the official Dunes
West Park West Zoning Map. (Ord. No. 20070)
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Mr. Chapman moved for approval; seconded by Ms.
Whitley. All present voted in favor.
B.

OLD BUSINESS
1.

Final Reading: An Ordinance providing for a Sixth
Amendment to Ordinance 11064, the Development
Agreement by and between the Town of Mount Pleasant and
CDM of Charleston, LLC (Carolina Park Development
Agreement). (Ord. No. 20067)
Mr. Pagliarini stated that Items VIII.B.1 and VIII.B2 reference
the same issue. A letter was received from a representative
of CDM regarding their position. He stated that a deferral has
been requested. December will be the final month that this
matter may be heard.
Mr. Santos moved to defer items VIII.B.1 and VIII.B.2;
seconded by Mr. Chapman.
Ms. Corley, Ms. Landing, Mr. Rambo and Mayor Haynie
were opposed. All others present voted in favor. Motion to
defer carries 5-4.

2.

Final Reading: An Ordinance to amend the Carolina Park
PD, Planned Development District Ordinance, (Ord. R-13-90,
as amended) pertaining to Exhibit C, Carolina Park Land Use
Table. Proposed amendment would allow Communication
Towers as a Conditional Use in the Carolina Park-Active Park
(CPAP) District. (Ord. No. 20059)
[Deferred with Item VIII.B.1 above]

Page 20 of 28

3.

Final Reading: An Ordinance to amend provisions of
Chapter 152 of the Mount Pleasant Code of Ordinances
entitled Flood Damage Prevention as required or
recommended by the South Carolina Department of Natural
Resources. (Ord. No. 20065)
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Mr. Chapman moved for approval; seconded by Mr.
Rambo.
Mr. Chapman moved to include the amendments made by
staff; seconded by Mr. Rambo.
All present voted in favor of the amendments.
All present voted in favor of the ordinance, as amended.

This Ordinance SIGNED, SEALED and DELIVERED this date.

IX.

COMMITTEE ACTION ITEMS
Finance Committee
Approval of special recognition for employees
Mr. O’Rourke moved for approval; seconded by Mr. Santos.
All present voted in favor.
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X.

COUNCIL BUSINESS
A. New Business
Adoption: A Resolution authorizing a Memorandum of
Understanding between the Mount Pleasant Police department
and the AC-HIDTA. (R.20111)
Mr. Santos moved for approval; seconded by Mr. Rambo.
All present voted in favor.

This Resolution SIGNED, SEALED and DELIVERED this date.
B. Old Business
There is no Council Old Business
C.

Executive Session
Personnel
Consideration of applications to serve on the Culture, Arts
and Pride Commission
Consideration of applications will be deferred to the
December 8, 2020 Town Council meeting.

D.

Post Executive Session
Council may take action on any item, including any subsection
of any section, listed on an executive session agenda or
discussed in an executive session during a properly noticed
meeting.
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XI.

ADJOURN
There being no further business, Council adjourned at 8:04 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,
Barbara Ashe MacDonald
November 10, 2020
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