TOWN OF MOUNT PLEASANT, SOUTH CAROLINA
EDUCATION COMMITTEE
Monday, November 4, 2019
Municipal Complex, Committee Meeting Room, 3rd Floor
100 Ann Edwards Lane, Mount Pleasant, SC 29464
MINUTES
MEMBERS PRESENT:

Guang Ming Whitley, Chair, Kevin Cunnane, and Tom
O’Rourke

STAFF PRESENT:

Eric DeMoura, Town Administrator

ALSO PRESENT:

Terri Nichols, Associate Superintendent, Charleston
County School District; Pamela Jouan-Goldman,
District 2 Constituent School Board

Ms. Whitley called the meeting to order at 9:34 a.m.
1. Approval of Minutes from the September 30, 2019 meeting
Mr. O’Rourke moved for approval; seconded by Mr. Cunnane. All
present voted in favor.
2. Public Comments
Smith Padras, 684 Oak Marsh Drive, stated that she would like to
speak on the proposed changes to the partial magnet program under
consideration by Charleston County School District (CCSD). She stated
that they have been a family at the Sullivan’s Island Elementary School
where her children have and are still attending. She is not sure it has
been adequately explained to the public why it makes sense to convert
Sullivan’s Island Elementary from a partial magnet school to a
neighborhood zoned school. She said the building was constructed to
house 200 additional students and removing its partial magnet status will
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mean that rezoning will take place. She said this is a tumultuous process
for students. She stated that she does not believe that it has been
adequately explained why the Clemson study findings even apply to
Sullivan’s Island Elementary School. She said there appears to be a
secondary proposal that has not been officially presented to the public
which involves not only removing partial magnet status and
grandfathering in current students, which has been published in the
newspaper and publicly discussed. Her understanding now is that the
proposal involves allowing current partial magnet students to stay for
one additional year, but then removing them and sending them back to
their neighborhood schools. She said children spend more waking hours
in school than with their family. She said it is ludicrous to remove
students from their home community. She said there are families in these
schools who have spent close to a decade building relationships. She said
it is unfair to families and students. She would ask the Education
Committee to speak out against this.
3.

Charleston County School District
a. Report on potential changes to partial and magnet programs as well
as impacts on Mount Pleasant
Ms. Whitley stated that a letter was issued by the Charleston
Delegation to the State House with 20 signatures from the senators
and representatives asking the school district to pause on this decision
until appropriate studies are done.
Terri Nichols, Associate Superintendent, CCSD, stated that she has
been with CCSD for 39 years and a long time resident of Mount
Pleasant. She stated that CCSD has had a great deal of public
comments at the listening sessions held all over the district. Many
parents have written letters and called CCSD voicing their concerns
and ideas. She stated that she does not have an update on any
recommendations but does know that there will be changes made.
She said the Superintendent will share those ideas for changes with
the Board officers. She said they cannot be shared publicly until the
Board is well versed. She stated that the changes that are being
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recommended were based on information that was gathered from the
listening sessions, as well as emails and telephone calls from parents
and constituents. She stated that the recommendations that were
previously indicated will not be the same recommendations that come
out because changes will be made. She stated that there is still time
for more comments.
Ms. Whitley stated that for clarification, the meeting on Wednesday is
the D2 Constituent Board meeting and not the CCSD Trustee Board
meeting. The D2 Constituent Board has made their position clear via a
letter asking for additional time for this to be evaluated.
Ms. Nichols stated that she did not understand that students were
going to be removed from Sullivan’s Island Elementary after one year
and is not sure how this information was distributed. She said there is
going to be a meeting of the whole committee of the Charleston
County School District on November 11th at noon or 1:00 p.m. She said
if there is a final vote on anything, it will not take place until
November 18th.
Mr. Cunnane stated that what he feels is overlooked with the partial
magnet schools is that there is a bullying issue in CCSD. He said if a
child is bullied in school, they have an option to attend a partial
magnet and no one will know that the bullies chased them out of
school. He said if the partial magnet is eliminated and the student has
to move, then it is known that the bullies chased them out of the
school. He stated that there was a bullying incident where two Town
officials injected themselves into it and it continues today. He said
there was a school bus incident last week where a student who was in
progressive discipline jumps off the school bus and the police have to
become involved. He asked at what point does the school district say
that options need to be created for the victim of the bullying. He said
the partial magnet schools are a perfect example of something that
can be channeled for those victims. He said without the partial magnet
the student is stuck in their school or will go through a big
administrative process to shift a student to a safer environment. He
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said the denial is real, but the issue is also very real. He said those
students who are taking advantage of a partial magnet option to
escape a bad situation need to be considered as much as all the
others. He said he agrees with the former speaker that school is not
just a place where they go for a few hours but is their life.
Ms. Whitley stated that what she would like to recommend, since the
potential vote may possibly take place on November 18th, she would
like a motion from this committee to send to full Council a
recommendation to issue a letter to echo what the Delegation
proposed to take more time on this and not push through this decision
for the 2020 school year, and to study the impacts for Mount Pleasant
in particular. She said there is some discussion that partial magnet
elimination will help elevate the schools, but she does not agree,
because it is not creating additional teacher points and are claiming
that teachers will be able to retain those points. She said creating
these opportunities for children to find their own people helps with
bullying. She said schools should allow students to be their best self.
She said if partial magnets are enabling this for children and families,
then she is a strong supporter. She believes we should ask full Council
to weigh in before the November 18th meeting. She believes there is a
push to have this vote at the CCSD meeting on November 18th and the
Town should weigh in prior to this time. Ms. Whitley asked Committee
members if they wish to join her to request that this go to full Council.
Mr. O’Rourke stated that each time there is a meeting, Committee
receives information that assists them in preparing for their meetings.
He said the school district consists of elected officials that are voted in
by the citizens that have their business as well. He said he would be
upset if CCSD sent Council a letter telling them what their timeline
should be for a decision that Council is going to make. He said there
are intelligent parents, vocal parents and he believes that at the
Wednesday meeting and other meetings, those parents are going to
speak up and the CCSD is going to need to make the decision of what
they do and do not do. He said Town Council can make

Education Committee
November 4, 2019
Page 5 of 16

recommendations to CCSD, but they will do what they wish. He does
not want other elected bodies to tell Council what they should be
doing and does not want to choose CCSD’s timeline on this issue.
Mr. Cunnane stated that he does not have an issue with Council
having a discussion on this but does not believe CCSD Board will
change what they plan to do. He said he has supported other
instances where Council has sent a letter and does not feel Council is
forcing their opinion on anyone.
Ms. Whitley moved that a letter be sent; seconded by Mr. Cunnane.
Mr. O’Rourke was opposed. Mr. Cunnane and Ms. Whitley were in
favor. Motion carries 2-1.
Ms. Whitley stated that she believes that it is key for Mount Pleasant
to send a letter. She said that the school district is the size of Rhode
Island and there is such diversity in the school. She believes that this is
one of those cases where Mount Pleasant is being pulled into this
decision and does not believe these changes are needed to help
improve the schools in Mount Pleasant, because the schools are
fantastic between the Town and the islands. She said there are
children from outside of Mount Pleasant who have left failing
neighborhood schools and are coming into Mount Pleasant to enjoy
the Town’s partial magnets, #1 STEM school at Laing, and if this
changes, those children are going to be harmed if they are pushed out
of our schools and back into their failing neighborhood schools.
Mr. DeMoura asked if the letter is to delay or to oppose.
Ms. Whitley stated that it is for both. She said it is to oppose if they
are going to make the decision in November and asking the alternative
for a delay.
4.

Presentation on vaping – Sarah Shad Johnson – get vaping out of no
smoking ord.
Pamela Jouan-Goldman, stated that she is on the D2 School Board.
She said she would like to add a comment to the previous agenda item
and appreciates the position of the Council members; however, she is at
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the constituent board level and the CCSD Board made the
recommendations. She said they listen to the constituents and if there is
only one constituent who attends meetings and speaks out about partial
magnets or anything else, she feels it is the duty of the Education
Committee to listen and take a position. She understands Council not
wanting to provide another elected body with their timelines, but it is
this Committee’s duty to listen to their constituents.
Ms. Jouan-Goldman said she was elected to the D2 Constituent School
Board last year and they handle discipline cases. She said vaping has been
a prevalent issue. She put together the following presentation with some
thoughts on how, as a community, we could help curb youth vaping.
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Ms. Jouan-Goldman stated that Ms. Coker, who is the head of the
Department of Alternative Services, would like to come to the Town in
January and give the Education Committee a presentation on all of the
new and upcoming programs that she will be unveiling with the
Charleston Center that will address not only vaping but drugs, alcohol, as
well as other mental and social therapy issues that come up. She said this
will happen, hopefully, before the end of this school year.
Ms. Whitley asked Mr. DeMoura to place Ms. Coker’s presentation on the
Education Committee agenda for January.
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Ms. Whitley stated that she heard there was a potential vaping ban going
on in the state house where they were going to ban municipalities from
the home rule aspect of being able to control vaping in our communities.
She asked if this is something Ms. Jouan-Goldman is aware of.
Ms. Jouan-Goldman stated that whenever there are bills introduced on
nicotine, there is a pre-emptive bill that big tobacco companies try to get
through a state house. She said the bill was defeated earlier this year but
will be put back on the calendar next year to be considered. She said if it
passes with all the opposition from the American Cancer Society and big
lobbyists against this bill, there will be certain restrictions. She said
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nothing can happen on a local level that will supersede a state level. She
stated that if something is passed on the local level now, it will stand,
which is why time is of the essence, because this could happen on a state
level.
Ms. Whitley stated that because the pre-emptive bill is not yet filed, it is
an opportunity for the Town to take serious action.
5.

Discussion of and possible action to recommend to Council a
resolution supporting legislation to ban flavored vape pods
Ms. Whitley stated that she wanted discussion and possible action to
recommend to Council on vaping generally, not banning flavored vape
pods, because there was also the T-21 Bill that was raised. She said there
is also potential for the Town to ban the sale of flavored vape pods within
the municipality.
Mr. O’Rourke said the presentation was extensive and included
numerous recommendations on what the Town should do. He said that it
would be difficult to have the rest of the Council members prepared by
next week to vote against these items. He believes that it can obtain a
great deal of momentum if this is delayed one more month and have this
Education Committee work through the actual questions for Council with
background information.
Ms. Whitley stated that there will potentially be four new Council
members.
Mr. Cunnane stated that there should be an exception to the T-21 bill
that excludes military.
Ms. Whitley asked that this be placed on the agenda for December. She
asked that she be included on the information.

6.

Discuss hosting a forum on innovation in public education at Town
Hall led by Coalition for Kids, a nonprofit children’s education advocacy
group
Ms. Whitley stated that the executive director has connections all over
the country to innovative schools and one example was in New Orleans
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called Rooted, where 84% of the students graduate with certificates in
coding that get them jobs of $50,000 a year. She said she would love to
have this educator in to speak to the Town and the public about
opportunities. She said there is discussion of a new high school in
Awendaw and if this school is focused on vocational education, they can
have coding, Boeing, Volvo, BenefitFocus, Blackbaud, etc., an opportunity
to invest in this school and create modules, pods and training centers
that the Chamber of Commerce has been discussing for a number of
years. She said she would love to host this forum. She does not believe
that anything official needs to come from this committee.
Mr. Cunnane asked if this was the organization that was paying funding
to a school board election.
Ms. Whitley stated that this is a non-profit and they did support a slate of
candidates, but they are not a political action committee and are a nonprofit.
Mr. DeMoura said for clarification that the Town is only providing the
space.
Ms. Whitley responded in the affirmative and said that it will likely be in
the first quarter of next year.
7.

Adjourn
There being no further business, committee adjourned at 10:16 a.m.

Respectfully submitted,
Barbara Ashe
November 4, 2019

