MOUNT PLEASANT TOWN COUNCIL
AMENDED TOWN COUNCIL AGENDA
Tuesday, July 9, 2019, 6:00 p.m.
Municipal Complex, Council Chambers
100 Ann Edwards Lane
Mount Pleasant, SC 29464
*Amendment to add item X.C.1 under Executive Session
MINUTES
Mayor Haynie called the Town Council Meeting to order at 6:00 p.m.
Council Members Bob Brimmer, Joe Bustos, Kevin Cunnane, Kathy Landing,
Jim Owens, Tom O’Rourke and Gary Santos were present.
Guang Ming Whitley was absent.
I.

PRAYER
Chaplain Scarlett Bostick led Council in prayer.

II.

PLEDGE
Mayor Pro Tempore, Gary Santos, led Council in the Pledge of
Allegiance.

III.

APPROVAL OF AGENDA
Mr. Bustos moved for approval; seconded by Mr. Santos. All
present voted in favor.

IV.

PUBLIC HEARINGS, AWARDS & PRESENTATIONS
A. Blessing of the Fleet Check Presentations
Mayor Haynie and Town Council members joined Nicole Harvey,
Special Events Manager for the Town of Mount Pleasant, and
Jennifer and Ann Magwood, to present the annual checks to the

Blessing of the Fleet beneficiaries, East Cooper Land Trust and
Southern Paws Animal Rescue.
B. Civic Pride Award Presentation
Ms. Harvey, joined by Bren Romano Montero, Chair of the Culture,
Arts & Pride Commission, stated that this year’s Civic Pride Award
(The Mustard Seed Restaurant), will be postponed until the August
13th Town Council meeting.
C. Longevity Awards
Public Services Director, Jody Peele, joined by Mayor Haynie and
Town Council members recognized Abraham Wright, for 25 years of
Service with the Town of Mount Pleasant.
V.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES FROM THE JUNE 11, 2019 TOWN COUNCIL
MEETING AND THE JUNE 2019 FINANCIAL STATEMENT.
Mr. Santos moved for approval; seconded by Mr. Bustos.
Mr. Cunnane was opposed; all others present voted in favor. Motion to
approve carries 7-1.

VI.

PUBLIC COMMENT
Emily Molano, 1597 Landings Run, asked Council to please not
consider a bed and breakfast as a short term rental because it is not a
business.
Ivan Molano, 1597 Landings Run, stated that he believes the proposed
Short Term Rental Ordinance is wrong for several reasons. He said one
reason is that the Town wants to lump every short term rental into one
category and this is only for the convenience of the Town. He said if it
is different it will be inconvenient for the Town, too difficult to enforce
and the Town will have to do too many things. He said currently the way
it is being proposed, residents have the privilege and the right to run an
Airbnb in their residences, which they have done. He said if the Town
passes this ordinance, they will take away the resident’s privilege in
order to make it convenient for the Town. He added that in the
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proposed ordinance, the Town will side with the HOA’s to help them
enforce the rules. He said this is not the purpose of the Town of Mount
Pleasant to become a judge to resolve a dispute between a homeowner
and an HOA. He said the HOA’s have their own tools of enforcement.
He said he also believes this ordinance is wrong because the Town is
proposing a 1% cap. He said the reason for this cap is because all the
other Towns are doing the same thing and it is completely arbitrary and
there is no basis for doing so, and why not 2% or 2.5%.
Craig Tozzolino, 1496 Indian Street, stated that he spoke before the
Planning Commission and is here to speak on Short Term Rentals (STR).
He said he is in favor of STR’s and has two STR’s in Mount Pleasant. He
said he purchased a home here in Mount Pleasant and took a great deal
of pride in that home. He fixed his home up and then purchased another
property in poor condition and renovated it until it could be rented. He
said his issue with the ordinance is the proposed fee of $400 to $500
per home and he is already paying 6% tax on both properties. He said
there should be significant enough income to police this and does not
wish to be taxed any more. He feels he is paying enough already and
should not have to pay any more.
Chuck Munn, 19 Summit Place, Columbia, SC, stated that he is here with
respect to item VIII.A.2, which has to do with removal of a five foot
pervious mulch trail requirement in the Tidal Walk Community, which
is part of the Belle Hall Planned Development. He said this community
has been completed and final platted for a number of years. He stated
that this is a duplicate path. He added that there is a concrete sidewalk
that leads to the Amenity Center and was likely a bad idea at the time,
because it was in the rear of a number of homes and would destroy a
large portion of the buffer that they have between their homes and
Interstate 526. He said this is a request of the Homeowners Association
and they prefer to have the buffer grow up in order to provide a sound
buffer for them. He said they have asked him to make the request on
behalf of the HOA. He said the Planning Commission initially denied the
request and their concern was that they did not know whether it truly
represented the will of the people that live in the community or a 4 or
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5 member Board making the decision independently of the ownership.
He said Ms. Moyer who will speak next is the president of the HOA and
will provide the results of the survey taken in order to see that the
request by the HOA is the will of the HOA.
Jeni Moyer, 418 Turnstone Street, stated that she is the president of
the HOA at Tidal Walk. The HOA sent out a survey regarding the mulch
trail and out of the 119 homes in Tidal Walk, they received 92 responses
and 88% are in favor of removing the trail. She said the residents are
very concerned with the noise buffer and if more trees and brush need
to be removed it will make the noise worse.
Jessica Miller, 724 Harbor Lane, stated that she would like to ask for a
ban on Short Term leases. They live on Waterway Arms on Center Street
which is a residential community being overrun with commercial
properties and short term leases. She understands the financial upside
for people that own short term rentals. She said this season there was
a fire at a unit that burned. It was occupied by twelve Airbnb guests,
and the unit next to it was also damaged. It is now sitting charred and
boarded up. Over the July 4th weekend, the two units next to hers used
Airbnb for the first time and in one unit, a group called the Black Hebrew
Israelites checked in. She said there were approximately 30 people
coming and going at all hours. There were a number of issues all hours
of the night and the license plates were from Maryland and Georgia.
She said on her street there are 24 units and 12 units were used as
Airbnb’s over the July 4th weekend.
Deaudre Gregg, 433 Venning Street, said she is here regarding the
conditional use of a telecommunications tower on the MPW site. She
asked if this conditional use lines up with the current Comprehensive
Plan that the Town is reviewing. She said under Community Vision and
Goals, they want to maintain the quality of the built environment. She
said this means having items in Mount Pleasant that ensure visitors
know they are in Mount Pleasant and that they recognize the
importance of historical sites. She said the water tower is 85 years old
and was initially the site of the elementary school for the African
American residents and the last historical item on that site now is the
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water tower that the Town is considering removing. She is a member of
the settlement community that has always been in the Town of Mount
Pleasant and they are not just natives of Mount Pleasant, but natives of
those parcels. One of the original families that have been there for over
100 years will have the pleasure of coming outside and looking at a
monopole after all these years. She said one of the other items under
Community Character states that they would like to provide additional
protection, and as the Town develops, they would like to consider
redevelopment in a manner that is consistent with community
standards and with the development patterns of the neighborhood. She
asked if this is what is being done with this parcel. She said there are
other public institutional parcels within the Old Village and asked what
would happen if this monopole was on Pitt Street. Would the Town
really consider this? She said it took the Rivertowne HOA one year to
consider the monopole at their site and it was only a 140 foot tower on
29 acres. Now the Town wants to put a 170 foot monopole on 2 acres
and she asked Council to consider the quality of their decision.
Amanda Snedeker, 1518 Village Square, which is a small neighborhood
called North Point off of Ben Sawyer. She stated that she is opposed to
the Short Term Rentals (STR’s), mainly because their neighborhood is
comprised of retirees, small families, and small houses. They have no
way of regulating who is coming into their neighborhood. She said there
are two commercial units at the front of their neighborhood and they
have ample parking. She added that one of the issues in North Point is
if there are two cars parked on the street, there is not enough room for
an emergency vehicle to come into the neighborhood. She said one of
the rentals that is being used as an Airbnb currently is part of a
quadraplex and is being advertised as being able to sleep six people;
however, it is only a two bedroom unit. This quadraplex is next to a long
term rental and a retiree. She would ask for Council’s thoughts before
they change the structure of their neighborhood.
George Freeman, 1450 Bowman Road, stated that he is the Director of
Community Activities for CAGE (Community Action Group for
Encouragement). He stated that the good news is that we have a
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compassionate Town Council, but the bad news is that this Council is
about to do as previous Councils, by rezoning the residential zoning and
the Sweetgrass Basket Overlay from three houses per acre to six houses
per acre. He said ever since the Sweetgrass Basket Overlay was created,
those residents have owned property in the district for 100 years or
longer and have respected the zoning while Town Council has
continued to rezone property for those residents that have owned
property for 25 years or less. He said the creation of the Chadbury
Subdivision along with the first rezoning on Annie Laura Lane helped
prompt the creation of the Overlay District. The Council at that time
stated that it allowed the increased zoning on Annie Laura Lane to
prevent developers from building in the County. He said prior to
Chadbury, the zoning in this area was one house per acre. The Overlay
District increased the zoning to three houses per acre allowing families
the opportunity to live next door. He said the County has respected the
Overlay District making it difficult for developers to play the old game
of putting the Town against the County. He said if Council passes this
rezoning, it is not developers that we should be concerned about but
opening the door for residents that have less than one-third of an acre
of land to request that their property be rezoned. He asked for Council
to listen to the voices of the Mount Pleasant residents and deny this
rezoning.
Chris Colman, 118 Pitt Street, stated that while he does not have a 170
foot monopole coming their way, they do have a ten foot tower that
was built on the lot line next to their home with a very noisy air
conditioner on it. He said they are trying to work it out, but they have
been told by staff at the Old Village Historic District that they do not
have to consider the harm that this does to their property. He said it is
noisy, loud and he does not wish to be in his yard any longer. He asked
for those who received a video he sent out, to please take a look at it.
He also brought Council ordinances because even if he is able to resolve
this issue, it will happen to someone else. He added that he has brought
ordinances from other towns that deal with noise from air conditioning
units and other mechanical equipment. He said he needs Council’s help.
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Michael Rowell, 1729 Halls Pond Road, stated that he has lived there
for approximately ten years. He stated that he is here to support and
request an amendment to the current comprehensive plan for
commercial use on their properties and the entire general area covering
both Halls Pond Road and LaCannon Lane. It is their hope that Town
Council approves the newly proposed comprehensive plan which
recommends the area covering both Halls Pond Road and LaCannon
Lane for commercial use. There are several businesses on Halls Pond
Road and La Cannon Lane that are already operating commercial
businesses. He said there are current commercial real estate listings for
four additional properties that adjoin three properties that they own on
Halls Pond and LaCannon Lane and each of the adjoining properties
have separate owners and have actively listed their properties for sale.
He said it is obvious that they all support the entire general area being
rezoned commercial use.
Zachary Moore, 1041 Marsh Court Lane, stated that Councilman
Bustos, as chair of the Planning Committee, presumably plays a role in
the approval process for all new hotels in Mount Pleasant, including the
one that is being built across the street from his neighborhood. He
added that he does not have an issue with this, except now the same
individual is pushing to violate his property rights by limiting his ability
to operate a short-term rental. For over a year, Councilman Joe Bustos
directed the Planning Commission staff to study short-term rentals.
Why? He said working hard and leaving no stone unturned, the Planning
Commission staff revealed that there has never been a complaint about
short term rentals in all their years of operation. Meanwhile, Mount
Pleasant hotels face frequent issues with drugs, weapons and
prostitution. This does not happen with short-term rentals, because
property owners have too much to lose. Ultimately, the Planning
Commission rejected this proposed ordinance but here we are. This
ordinance will not accomplish what it claims to do, but it will help the
hotels by creating a bureaucratic and administrative snare trap for short
term operators. A vote on this ordinance will broadcast whether Council
is here to defend liberty and the private property of their citizens or to
do the dirty work for the corporations. He would ask that Council reject
Page 7 of 48

what he is calling the “Joe Bustos Hotel Corporation Protection Act”
and stand for freedom.
Bill Macchio, 1216 Decoy Court, stated that with the proper oversight,
he believes the things at North Point and Waterway Arms will not
happen. He said everyone has a reason for operating a short term rental
and his is very personal. His son, Anthony, had a traumatic brain injury
while riding his bicycle in San Francisco. He and his wife received a
dreadful telephone call no parent ever wants to receive. He said after a
very long journey, his son is here prosperous, intelligent and physically
well. He said he can only think of his life well after he is gone, because
his strength and courage to see him through his challenges, he has often
referred to him as his “hero”. It is difficult to understand, unless you
have experienced what they have, that their short term rental helped
he and his wife by providing more peace of mind. Why? Because his
son, Anthony, now lives in the same neighborhood and can walk with
his cane or ride over in his wheelchair and manage the asset long after
he is gone. He commends Town Council for discussing ways to have
short term rentals as part of their community. However, what is
important here is not the short term rentals, but how they are
governed. We can embrace more money flowing into the Town. He said
if STR’s pay the 6% plus business licenses, then he believes it will help
to maintain a better tax basis. The more ways the Town is able to find
ways to generate revenue without increasing taxes, the better off we
all are.
Michelle Whitbeck, 712 Hibbens Grant Boulevard, stated that she is a
STR homeowner and appreciates the time consideration that the
Planning Committee has put into the STR ordinance proposal. She has
some requests as Council debates this item tonight. The first is the
verbiage on multi-family units and she asks to please include that
townhomes may be allowed to be STR’s. Secondly, to look at the
financial structure for the program a little deeper. She understands and
agrees that the program should be self-sustaining; however, after
seeing the income and expense estimates that the Planning
Department presented to the Planning Commission, she feels that the
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projected expenses and the cost of the permit are too high. The
proposed cost of $100 application fee plus $400 permit fee is likely the
highest permit fee for the smallest amount of affected residents. She
said they are almost to the 1% cap that the ordinance would require for
short term rentals in the Town. The proposed expenses include a full
time employee and software totaling almost $79,000. The proposed
income between business license tax and permits totals almost
$130,000. She added that this is a $50,000 profit for the Town annually
and asked if this sounds fair. She asked if a full time position is realistic
to monitor the STR program. She said staff in the Planning Department
explained to the Planning Commission that this position would be
utilized in other capacities that the department is short staffed on at
this time. She does not wish for her permit fees to pay for other
department projects. She said by reducing to a part time employee,
increasing the cap to 1 ½% and reducing to $50 the application fee and
$100 the permit fee, it is possible to get the expenses down to just over
$45,000 and the revenue at approximately $67,500 leaving an annual
profit of approximately $22,000 to use as needed for the program. She
asked Council to research their financial options to be fair to all.
Polly Cillpam, 620 Bonneau Lane, stated that she would repeat what
the last speaker said. She rents her home out for STR and has property
managed in the past. She said long term renters are not nearly as
respectful as short term renters. When she travels with her family, it is
nice to stay in a home versus a hotel. She said those that utilize short
term rentals do go out and spend money in the Town and the
surrounding areas.
Laurie Bixler, 144 3rd Avenue, said she would like to personally thank
the Planning Committee for their thoughtfulness and open-mindedness
shown over the past year. Her journey with the government began nine
years ago when they first began discussing short term rentals with very
few STR’s in the Town at that time. She would like to empathize and
commiserate with the two speakers who spoke horrifically about STR’s
and the situation in their neighborhoods and is appalled to hear what
happened. She said the proposed ordinance will take care of the issues
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that the objectors discussed, because the proposed ordinance deals
with parking, the number of guests allowed, overflow and would stop
that type of activity. While they would like to see government stay
away, obviously it is time for a reasonable ordinance to take place. She
said as the core group of STR owners who have worked with Council
and the Planning Commission and Committee over the past year, she
believes what is being proposed is fair and reasonable and a workable
starting place. She said there are points of contention with STR owners
and they are all good discussion items. She said that as a reminder, the
funding from the Accommodations Tax also goes to support the
Blessing of the Fleet, Christmas Parade, July 4th fireworks, Sweetgrass
Festival, Food and Wine Festival, Scottish Games, Bridge Runs and
Soccer Tournaments.
George Bixler, 144 3rd Avenue, stated he was in a business that went
under in the 2008 economic downturn and with the ability to rent his
house out on a short term basis, he managed not to file bankruptcy or
lose his home. He said he and his wife are very happy doing STR’s and
happy with the Planning Committee putting together the proposed
ordinance. He said they have done a great job.
Pat Sullivan, 1002 Plantation Court, stated that she would like to
address item VIII.A, 6 through 10, which refers to properties on Halls
Pond Road and LaCannon.
Mayor Haynie stated that items 6, 7, 8 and 9 have all been withdrawn.
Ms. Sullivan stated that there is a request to change the comprehensive
plan, which is item #10.
Mayor Haynie responded in the affirmative.
Ms. Sullivan stated that they are all related to the same thing. She
stated that she has been following this for quite some time and some
of the properties have equipment stored in the front and in the back of
their properties. She said they are currently in the County and zoned
residential; however, they are being used as commercial. She said the
County is aware of this and sent a compliance officer out. She said the
property owner cleaned up their area and now the photographs she is
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providing to Town Council were taken at 12:30 pm today. She believes
they are going to request a zoning change.
Walter G. Brown, III, Venning Street, stated that in 1997, 83 in the
community saw the water tower as being something useful. They were
able to present a plan to save the tower, which later became a cellular
tower that revenue is derived from. When they discovered that the
water tower was going to be taken down, they did some research. He
said they gathered together 283 signatures, as well as 52 likes and 25
comments on the Mount Pleasant Waterworks website to save the
water tower. He said they attended 18 meetings on how to create a
mitigating plan and presented that plan to the MPW Commission as
well as to Town Council. They presented 5G as well. He said this is a
predominately black community, but the support is from all different
colors. He thanked Council for destroying their community eternally.
Christina Carl, 660 Bank Street, stated that she would like to address
Short Term Rentals (STR’s). She stated that she is for more selfregulation and what is taking place currently is working. She also
believes in compromise, but would like to reduce the permit fees. She
and her husband have a STR property, which is an investment property.
She said they are publicly reviewed on how they maintain their property
and what their guests think. Her neighbors appreciate this, because the
home is kept up very well. She has hired everyone local to maintain and
renovate areas of the rental property.
Brandan Mazyck, 1285 Six Mile Road, stated that he is here regarding
the Mount Pleasant Sweetgrass Basket Overlay District. He said growing
up in the Six Mile community, he is used to it being a certain way. Now,
with the Sweetgrass Basket Overlay District, it is supposed to be three
houses per acre, and now they are asking to rezone to make it six
houses per acre. He said his mother always told him that rules in the
house do not change, so why is it that we have rules that say three
houses per acre, but now Council wants to make special exceptions to
make it six. He said as a black individual in the community, many of
them are not represented here, but it is important to them to keep their
communities the way they used to be.
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Alan Nix, 1401 Densmore Circle, stated that this is related to the Dunes
West Planned Development amendment that is being considered for
second reading this evening, which is the R1219 Amendment. He would
like to inform Town Council that a motion has been filed, specifically
addressing the underlying Dunes West PD amendment. He said given
this information he would like Council not to consider second reading
this evening. He said the Town Attorney is aware of this and also has
copies of the motion.
Mr. Santos asked how many of the Short Term Rental owners actually
live on their property.
(Approximately 15 raised their hands)
VII.

CONSENT AGENDA ITEMS
Mr. Owens so moved; seconded by Mr. Santos. All present voted in
favor.
Ms. Landing asked about the recent speaker, who was addressing item
VII.B.
Mr. Pagliarini stated that it has no bearing.
A. Final Reading: An Ordinance providing for the annexation of an
approximately 0.34 acre tract of land located at 518 Coaxum Road
and depicted as Lot D on a plat recorded by the Charleston County
ROD Office in Plat Book DA, Page 261. (Ord. No. 19044)
This Ordinance SIGNED, SEALED and DELIVERED this date.
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B. Final Reading: An Ordinance to amend the Dunes West PD,
Planned Development District Ordinance (Ordinance R-13-90, as
amended), by reducing the number of residential units in Park
West by 2,030, from 5,281 to 3,251 units. Request applies to an
approximately 1,250 acre tract of land comprised of multiple
parcels and commonly known as Park West Development. (Ord.
No. 19046)
This Ordinance SIGNED, SEALED and DELIVERED this date.
C. Final Reading: An Ordinance to rezone from CC, Community
Conservation District, to R-3, Medium Density Residential District,
an approximately 0.33 acre tract of land located at 2183 Annie
Laura Lane, depicted in Plat Book BW, Page 018, Charleston
County ROD. (Ord. No. 19047)
This Ordinance SIGNED, SEALED and DELIVERED this date.
VIII. PLANNING – Mr. Ulma
Planning Committee Minutes
Planning Commission Minutes
A. NEW BUSINESS
1. First Reading: An Ordinance to amend Chapter 156, Zoning Code,
of the Mount Pleasant Code of Ordinances by adding a new
section entitled Short Term Rentals. The purpose of this new
section is to define and regulate the use of residential units as
short term rentals in order to protect the integrity and character
of the Town’s existing neighborhood, as well as the health and
safety of occupants of Short Term Rental Units. (Ord. No. 19048)
Michelle Canon, Principal Planner for the Town reviewed with
Council the history and what has been accomplished.
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Mr. O’Rourke said Council is contemplating first reading on this
ordinance this evening and there are things that need review. He
urged his fellow Council members to voice their concerns to Mr.
Bustos, who chairs the Planning Committee, in order to bring any
amendments prior to second reading.
Mr. Bustos made a motion to approve first reading ; seconded
by Mr. O’Rourke.
Mayor Haynie asked if this will automatically go to the Planning
Committee for discussion at the August Committee meetings,
because the ordinance cannot be amended at first reading
tonight.
Mr. Bustos stated that the Planning Committee will address the
questions raised this evening.
Mr. Cunnane was opposed. All others present voted in favor.
Motion to approve carries 7-1.
2. First Reading: An Ordinance to amend the Belle Hall PD, Planned
Development District Ordinance, pertaining to the Seacoast
Parcel (Ordinance 13034, as amended), to remove the
requirement for a 5-foot pervious mulch trail located within the
wooded buffer along I-526. Request applies to an approximately
45.76 acre tract of land comprised of multiple parcels and
commonly known as Tidal Walk, bearing the original TMS No. 53700-00-090. (Ord. No. 19049).
Ms. Canon reviewed the request to amend the Belle Hall
Planned Development (PD). She said when the PD was amended
for the Seacoast tract, there was an impact assessment with a
conceptual plan. She stated that this development was done in
phases and the requirement was to have this trail installed and it
would connect to the amenity center.
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Mr. Bustos moved for first reading; seconded by Mr. Brimmer.
All present voted in favor. Motion carries 8-0.
3. First Reading: An Ordinance to amend Chapter 156 of the Mount
Pleasant Code of Ordinances by changing the Coleman Boulevard
Overlay District Guidelines Table, as provided in Section
156.318(P)(4), as it relates to the maximum heights in Subarea B2
of the District, along with any associated provisions in Section
156.318(P) which might affect the measurement of and
allowance of building heights and stories within the overall
overlay district. (Ord. No. 19050)
Mr. Ulma reviewed the proposed ordinance with Council.
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Mr. Owens asked if the slope at this time is off the perpendicular
side of Broadway and going towards the 55 feet on the backside
of the loop of Broadway Street.
Mr. Ulma responded in the affirmative. He said the way it is
designed, it is on Coleman and on the two segments of Broadway
that are perpendicular to this, it would begin at 45 feet and be
able to go up. He said one of the things staff was concerned about
is the view as you come down, not only just on Coleman. He said
it is his understanding for quite some time, that people have
talked about a way to codify the notion that you could have
buildings that would be lower in the front and then move the
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impact farther into the block. He said the Planning Committee
recommended approval of a 45 foot, 55 foot range.
Ms. Landing made a motion to approve; seconded by Mr.
Bustos.
Mr. Cunnane, Mr. Owens and Mr. Santos were opposed. All
others present voted in favor. Motion to approve first reading
carries 5-3.
4. First Reading: An Ordinance to amend Chapter 156 of the Mount
Pleasant Code of Ordinances by adding language in Section
156.225(E) to allow payment into the Tree Bank in lieu of planting
when the amount cannot be adequately accommodated on site.
(Ord. No. 19051)
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Mr. Bustos moved for first reading; seconded by Ms. Landing.
Mr. Brimmer opposed. All others present voted in favor.
Motion to approve carries 7-1.
5. First Reading: An Ordinance to amend Chapter 51 of the Mount
Pleasant Code of Ordinances pertaining to Section 51.013, Public
Right of Way Planting and Replacement. (Ord. No. 19052)
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Mr. Owens moved to approve; seconded by Mr. Bustos. All
present voted in favor. Motion carries 8-0.
6. First Reading: An Ordinance to annex an approximately 0.41 acre
tract of land at 1713 Halls Pond Road, Charleston County. (Ord.
No. 19003)
Mayor Haynie stated that items 6, 7, 8 and 9 have been
withdrawn.
7. First Reading: An Ordinance to amend the Town of Mount
Pleasant Comprehensive Plan 2009-2019 (2014 Update) Future
Land Use Map pertaining to an approximately 0.27 acre tract of
land located at 1713 Halls Pond Road by changing the Land Use
Recommendation from Community Conservation to Commercial.
(Ord. No. 19005)
[withdrawn]
8. First Reading: An Ordinance to zone AB-2, Areawide Business-2
District, an approximately 0.27 acre tract of land at 1713 Halls
Pond Road, Charleston County. (Ord. No. 19006)
[withdrawn]
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9. First Reading: An Ordinance providing for the annexation of an
approximately 0.84 acre tract of land comprised of two parcels
located at 1724 LaCannon Lane and 1729 Halls Pond Road and
depicted as Lots B2B and B1B in Plat Book S19, Page 0029,
Charleston County ROD. (Ord. No. 19020)
[withdrawn]
10. First Reading: An Ordinance to amend the Town of Mount
Pleasant Comprehensive Plan 2009-2019 (2014 Update) Future
Land Use Map pertaining to an approximately 1.84 acre tract of
land comprised of three parcels, located at 1729 Halls Pond Road
and 1740 and 1724 LaCannon Lane and depicted on a plat
recorded by the Charleston County ROD Office in Plat Book S19,
Page 0029 and Book W, Page 145, by changing the land use
recommendation from Community Conservation to Commercial.
(Ord. No. 19021)
Mr. Ulma stated that this item is a part of multiple requests and
is now only a request at this time to amend the Comprehensive
Plan for the properties along Halls Pond Road or between those
and LaCannon Lane.
Mayor Haynie asked if this has been addressed in the Planning
Committee.
Mr. Ulma responded in the affirmative.
Ms. Landing stated that the Planning Committee recommended
deferral.
Mr. Pagliarini stated that this was all part of items 6, 7, 8 and 9.
Mr. Ulma stated that 6, 7 and 8 are combined and 9 and 10 are
similar and in the same general location.
Mayor Haynie asked if this item may be deferred to the Planning
Committee. He said Council is being asked to amend the
Comprehensive Plan on an item that was deferred, and the other
items were withdrawn. He added that he is not comfortable
voting to amend the Comprehensive Plan under these
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circumstances. He would prefer that this item go to the Planning
Committee and would look for a motion.
Mr. Santos moved to defer back to the Planning Committee;
seconded by Mr. Cunnane. All present voted in favor. Motion
carries 8-0.
11. First Reading: An Ordinance to rezone from R-1, Low Density
Residential District, to CC, Community Conservation District, an
approximately 2.00 acre tract of land located at 1570 Mathis Ferry
Road, depicted in Plat Book W, Page 143, Charleston County ROD.
(Ord. No. 19053)
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Mr. Bustos moved to approve; seconded by Mr. Santos. All
present voted in favor. Motion carries 8-0.
B. OLD BUSINESS
Final Reading: An Ordinance to amend Chapter 156 of the Mount
Pleasant Code of Ordinances by removing Telecommunications
Towers as a Special Exception in PI-2, Public Institutional-2
District, as provided in Section 156.118, and allowing them as a
Conditional Use, subject to the Conditional Use provisions in
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Section 156.117. Also proposed is to amend Section 156.118 to
clarify language pertaining to Telecommunications Towers for
Public and Quasi-Public Service Providers. (Ord. No. 19045)
Mr. Ulma stated that there is considerable history involved. He
said what this amendment does is makes telecommunications
monopole as a conditional use within the PI-2 Zoning District and
this use would be reviewed and must meet all the various
standards and requirements that are stipulated in the zoning
code, rather than being reviewed as a special exception use. He
stated that staff has worked on this request with Mount Pleasant
Waterworks. He stated that the Planning Committee
recommended approval.
Mr. Bustos stated that what he would like everyone to
understand is that Council is not voting to remove the water
tower and the placing of the monopole. He said this vote is only
for zoning. He said Mount Pleasant Waterworks makes the
decision on the water tower and pole.

Mr. Santos stated that he does not know what is in the monopole.
He stated that he would assume it will be 5G.
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Jonathan Yates, Legal Counsel representing AT&T, stated that
presently on the water tank, there are three wireless carries;
AT&T, T-Mobile and Sprint, which have been there for quite some
time. He said they will all migrate over, if approved, to the
monopole which will provide the coverage.
Mr. Santos asked again if it will be 5G technology.
Mr. Yates stated that 5G will eventually be utilized.
Mr. Santos stated that he has done research on 5G technology
relating to causing cancer. He said he was bothered that no one
has said what is in the monopole. He said this is right in the middle
of a neighborhood and said there are questions about how it will
affect the residents’ health in that community. He said the
monopole in Rivertowne is on the golf course and not in the
middle of a community. He expressed his concern. He believes the
water tower can be fixed in order to have the antennas.
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Mr. Owens stated that he has mixed feelings. He stated that Mr.
Niesse of MPW advised that the tank is eroding on a daily basis;
therefore, it makes sense to bring the water tank down. He stated
that he is not in favor; however, of having a 170 foot pole in place
of this. The concerns may be location.
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Mr. O’Rourke said that the Town’s responsibility is the zoning and
MPW’s responsibility is what goes on their property and what
they do.
Mayor Haynie directed his question to Mr. Ulma. He said if this
passes, does it automatically approve a monopole tower on this
property?
Mr. Ulma responded in the negative and said it sets it up as a
conditional use that would have to meet the Town’s ordinance
standards and requirements and be reviewed as a site plan.
Mayor Haynie stated that Council is not approving a monopole
tower on this property if this item is approved this evening. He
would also like to mention to Mr. Santos that there are cancer
concerns about turf fields as well. He said there are individuals
who appeared before Council and said that turf fields cause
cancer and said Mr. Santos is an advocate of turf fields.
Mr. Santos stated that he never heard this.
Ms. Landing stated that initially, the discussion was regarding the
cost associated with restoring the water tower in order to
continue to have the telecommunications capability. She said it
was very clear that the cost was going to be too much. She said
there was also discussion on continuing to have good cellular
service in that area. She cannot think of a time where Council had
over 283 signatures from the neighbors in the area that were
ignored. She said in reference to the monopole, it will need to
come back to Council.
Mr. Ulma stated that it will not come back to Council. He said staff
would review any application for any monopole in a PI-2 zoning
district. The zoning change moves it to an administrative review.
Ms. Landing stated that her concern is similar to what is being
heard, which is having a large and tall structure that was allowed
because of Council’s zoning approval.
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Ms. Landing moved to defer until additional information is
available; seconded by Mr. Santos.
Mr. Cunnane asked Mr. Ulma what a quasi-public service provider
is. He asked if this included the gas and electric company.
Mr. Ulma stated that utility would be covered. He stated that it
is for service providers who provide telecommunications services.
Mr. Cunnane asked if there were other properties in Town that
have PI-2 zoning.
Mr. Ulma responded in the affirmative. He said there are other
properties owned by MPW and some are owned by the Town.
Mr. Cunnane stated that much like a previous speaker, he cannot
imagine a monopole being erected anywhere else in the Old
Village; however, this is being considered. He said those residents
directly around this property should be taken into account. He
said when 283 people sign a petition for anything, he would like
to see this item denied rather than deferred.
Mr. Bustos stated that he lives within a block of this property. He
said the water tower is in bad condition. He said this is not in the
middle of the neighborhood, because one square block of this is
being used by the old Laing Elementary School which has been
turned into the water department, reverse osmosis plant. He
does not understand why the old water tank is still standing. He
said two sides of this property is residential and a building that
should be condemned is across the street off of King Street. He
said while everyone is portraying this as being right in the middle
of the neighborhood, it is not. He encouraged Council members
to go to the site. That square block is not residential, but
industrial. He said what also needs to be considered, and he
agrees to have the item deferred, is the fact that the fall radius
puts the old water tank in the middle of two residences on
Simmons Street.
Mr. Brimmer asked about the height of the water tower.
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Mr. Yates stated that it is approximately 150 feet tall.
Mr. Brimmer said if the current hardware is on a 150 foot water
tower, what is the need for a 170 foot monopole.
Mr. Yates stated that a monopole must stack going down and on
the water tank, they are able to achieve similar heights going
around the ball. He said with the monopole, there is a vertical
drop going down.
Mr. Brimmer clarified that all three carries could not be put on a
150 foot monopole.
Mr. Yates responded in the negative. He said what they are
proposing is not the standard monopole. He stated that they are
proposing the stealth pole. He said all the equipment is put inside
so it is not exposed.
Mr. Cunnane stated that if a demolition is requested due to an
unsafe structure, a permit is issued. He said the idea that this is
falling down tomorrow is silly. If it is going to imminently collapse,
then it should be addressed regardless of what vote Council takes
on the new pole.
Mayor Haynie stated that if MPW immediately took the water
tower down, all the cellular service would have a blackout zone in
the Town which is why it has not been immediately taken down.
Mayor Haynie stated that MPW has stated that if the Town would
like to do something nostalgic with the water tower that they are
very open to it.
All present voted in favor of deferral back to the Planning
Committee. Motion carries 8-0.
IX.

COMMITTEE ACTION ITEMS
There are no Committee Action Items

X.

COUNCIL BUSINESS
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A. New Business
Adoption: A Resolution authorizing a Law Enforcement
Assistance and Support Agreement between the Trident
Technical College Department of Public Safety and the Mount
Pleasant Police Department. (R. 19071)
Mr. Cunnane moved to approve; seconded Mr. O’Rourke. All
present voted in favor. Motion carries 8-0.
B. Old Business
There is no Council Old Business
C. Executive Session
Mr. Santos moved to adjourn into executive session; seconded
by Mr. Owens. All present voted in favor. Motion carries 8-0.
Council adjourned into executive session at 8:43 p.m.
Council reconvened at 8:57 p.m. Mayor Haynie declared that
no action and no votes were taken in executive session.
GS1/JO2 – AIF. 8:43 p.m. Reconvene 8:57
1. Legal and Contractual
Legal advice and recommendations concerning settlement of
dispute related to Fairmont intersection improvements
Mr. Brimmer made a motion to authorize the Town Legal
Staff to enter into a settlement and authorize Mr. DeMoura to
sign a settlement agreement resolving the dispute between
the Town of Mount Pleasant and the Beach Company
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concerning payment for Fairmont Avenue improvements by
assigning to the Town $600,000 in unused credits from
Shellpoint. This settlement agreement will specify the number
of remaining unused Shellpoint credits as mutually approved
and determined by the parties in accordance with the credit
agreement of March 16, 2010; seconded by Mr. Santos. All
present voted in favor. Motion carries 8-0.
2. Personnel
Consideration of Applications to the Planning Commission
Mr. Owens made a motion to appoint Brett Bennett to the
Planning Commission; seconded by Mr. Cunnane. All present
voted in favor. Motion carries 8-0.
Council may take action on any item, including any subsection of
any section, listed on an executive session agenda or discussed in
an executive session during a properly noticed meeting.
XI.

ADJOURN
There being no further business, Council adjourned at 9:00 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,
Barbara Ashe
July 9, 2019
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