Emergency Special Council Meeting
Mount Pleasant Town Council
Monday, June 29, 2020 at 1:00 p.m.
Municipal Complex, Council Chambers
100 Ann Edwards Lane
Mount Pleasant, SC 29464
This meeting was rescheduled from Friday, June 26, 2020.
MINUTES
I.

Call to Order
Mayor Haynie called the meeting to order at 1:00 p.m.

AF
T

Council members: Howard Chapman, Laura Hyatt, Jake Rambo,
Gary Santos, and Guang Ming Whitley were present.
Council member: Brenda Corley was absent.
Public Comment

R

Kathy Tyler, 1186 Waterfront Drive, stated that she is opposed
to government forcing people to wear masks. She believes this
should be a personal decision. She added that it is unconstitutional.
Andreas Katsanavakis, 1045 North Shem Drive, stated that he
does not know why the schools are closed and the children are
having parties on the beach. He said the country should have been
closed for 20 or 25 days since the virus dies in 14 days. He said
people do not have any sense and the government must tell the
people what they must do.

D

II.

Mike Grantham, 1240 Winnowing Way, stated that he owned a
small business in May and lost everything. He had to sell two thirds of
his possessions. He was homeless and slept in the Walmart parking
lot for two weeks until the stimulus check came in. He said during the
Spanish flu, they cited that masks were the problem. He stated that if
you have a cold, do not wear a mask.
Beth Garrell, 591 Island Walk East, stated that she is a
registered nurse and her husband is a physician. This pandemic is
nothing that has been seen before. She always wears a mask and
they do not prevent one’s oxygenation being appropriate. She said if
someone has a pulmonary disease, then it may help. Masks are the
answer. Shem Creek has establishments when she went by, they

were full and not social distancing. She believes that the right thing
needs to be done. She asked that politics be put aside and to make
this a public health issue.

AF
T

Tavia Buck, 2761 Parkers Landing Road, stated that she is
present today on behalf of Roper St. Francis Healthcare and is in
support of a mandate on the wearing of masks. She recited recent
daily numbers of those testing positive for COVID from March to
Memorial Day was approximately three. She said today, South
Carolina is averaging 64 patients per day and climbing just since
Memorial Day. Average age groups year to date, from March until
Memorial Day, were primarily the older population of 50 years old and
higher. However, today this has increased in ages 18 to 40, making
up over 50% of the population that is being diagnosed with COVID.
She stated that masks do help prevent and slow the spread of
COVID-19. She said all that is being asked is to wear a mask.
Jason Thompson, 1271 Six Mile Road, stated that if you are
going to wear a mask, wear one that has filters on the side.

R

Lynn Gunderson, 2072 Willbrook Lane, stated that she moved
to Mount Pleasant a year ago from San Diego. She stated that San
Diego county has had a mask order for almost two months, as well as
Los Angeles and Imperial County. She said their headlines are just as
distressing as South Carolina’s.

D

Linda Seaton, 561 Galera Lane, stated that she would like for
everyone to remember what she is saying, as well as those elected
officials at the dais. She said she is a researcher. She said God is
being challenged and government is not our God. She added that this
is a fascist attempt. She stated that masks are produced on dirty
floors in the Asian market with children and people, not sanitized. She
stated that this is a miscarriage of justice. She asked Council to take
responsibility for what they are about to do if they vote outside of her
constitutional right. She said that the masks do nothing but put the
people in lockstep for what is coming.
Kathleen King, 307 Wild Horse Lane, stated that she is a
longtime resident and a longtime educator for over 40 years in Mount
Pleasant. She said this is part of what the Town must do, which is to
educate people about the masks and the importance of being part of
a community. She said we are all responsible for one another. She is
in favor of an ordinance that would encourage masks everywhere.
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She said she would like to have an ordinance that is enforceable. She
said the Town must make difficult decisions and she appreciates all
their work.

AF
T

Dr. Robert Oliverio, 608 Maygrass Court, stated that he is in
support of the ordinance on behalf of Mount Pleasant Roper St.
Francis Hospital. He works each day at the Rivers Avenue Testing
Center, testing patients for COVID 19. He said they began testing in
March 2020 and from March until the end of May, they saw one out of
20 individuals test positive for COVID 19 or 5%. He said over the past
two weeks, one out of every 5 tested positive, which is 20%. He said
this started since May 29, 2020. They have tested 14,739 patients as
of last night and found 1,288 patients with COVID 19. He said masks,
such as those distributed by the Town, decrease the risk of
transmission by 70%. He said N95 masks decrease the risk of
transmission by 99% or more.

D

R

Joe Ankner, 4818 Highway 17 in Awendaw; stated that 67 years
old, he has an underlying health condition and in a high risk category.
He is a musician and a tour guide at Boone Hall Plantation. He said
that very few people who visit Boone Hall wear face masks. He wears
one. He said the constitution was used earlier; however, smoking a
cigarette in a crowded bar infringes on a smoker’s personal liberty,
but when evidence became overwhelming that secondhand smoke
was a threat to non-smoker’s health, it became a public health issue.
He asked Council to remember that this disease has killed more
people in four months in this country alone than the flu killed in 2019
around the entire planet for the whole year.
Michael Harley, 1600 (inaudible), stated that he is a healthcare
professional in occupational health and safety on project jobsites. He
said if the Town pursues this ordinance to encourage facemasks, the
N95’s are the only correct facemasks. He said he performs facemask
testing.
Dana Krauss, 3944 Hanoverian Drive, stated that last Tuesday,
she launched a petition to request Mayor and Council to consider
voting in favor of a facemask. The World Health Organization (WHO)
stated that 80% of the population that test positive for COVID are
either A symptomatic or pre-symptomatic, which means they may not
know they have COVID 19 and are spreading it. She said there is a
big misconception that if you wear a mask, you are safe, which is not
the case. She said she wears her mask to protect others and they
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wear theirs to protect her. This is what is important. She said she
hopes Council will vote along the lines of scientific evidence.
Althea Donohue, 1356 Downsberry Drive, stated that she finds it
very challenging to talk with a facemask and breathe. She said OSHA
said it is dangerous to wear a mask because people do not receive
adequate oxygen. She added that actual viruses are able to
penetrate through the masks. She does not have an issue with others
wearing a mask, because that is their choice. However, she does not
feel she should be mandated to wear one when she cannot breathe
with it on.

AF
T

Perry Rourke, 2004 Brick Kiln Parkway, stated that he wanted to
comment on Ordinance 20037; however, finds it difficult because it
was never posted anywhere for the residents to view. He said for five
days, this has been a draft ordinance and the use of the emergency
authority of Council inhibits residents from viewing the ordinance. He
said this is how some members of Council are misusing their
emergency authority. He asked if this was a legitimate use of the
emergency authority of this Council. He does not believe it is. He said
residents deserve to know what is in the ordinance before Council
votes on it.

D

R

Denis Blythe, 610 Pelzer Drive, stated that he would like to
thank the health professionals that attended the Council meeting,
because they are very busy. He thanked them for the risk they and
their families take each day to help the public. He is 67 years old with
underlying health conditions, so he is at risk. He stated that he was
told that everyone would be required to wear facemasks at this
meeting; however, there are people in attendance and on Council
who are not wearing facemasks, which he does not appreciate. He
said this is not about protecting yourselves or civil liberties, but it is
about protecting those around you. He asked Council to take action
and thanked Ms. Whitley and Mayor Haynie who have been vocal in
their support and any other Council members who support this.
III.

First and Final Reading: An Emergency Ordinance to
temporarily suspend the normal operating procedures of Mount
Pleasant Town Council Meetings and matters related thereto. (Ord.
No. 20036)
Ms. Whitley moved to approve; seconded by Mr. Chapman.
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Mr. Rambo stated that he is not in favor of extending another State of
Emergency. He said the public is returning to work and believes
Council should also when there are meetings. He has expressed
concern about Council potentially coming in contact with someone
with COVID and be required to quarantine. At the next Police, Judicial
and Legal committee, he would like for this specific ordinance to be
reviewed and possibly temporarily suspend this ordinance so that an
individual member is able to call in if they need to quarantine. He
believes that Council as a whole should meet in person.

AF
T

Mr. Pagliarini stated that he believes that Mr. Rambo is referencing
Town Ordinance 30.35 that does not allow Council members to call or
video conference into a meeting. He stated that this is an old
ordinance, which may be outdated. He added that there is nothing
under State law, Federal law or FOIA that would prevent the Town or
any public body from holding meetings online or via telephone. He
said it is the Town’s own ordinance. He said the proposed ordinance
is for emergencies, valid only for a maximum of 61 days and it does
not necessarily order or mandate that Council meet remotely, but only
provides the opportunity, as well, for other Boards and Commissions.
He said if we amend the Town’s ordinances for the long term, which
is 30.35, this would require the standard two readings of Council.

D

R

Mayor Haynie commented on how this affects the functioning of the
Town staff, where the Administrator is authorized to develop and
enact a plan in order to ensure continuity of delivery of government
services in light of the COVID-19 outbreak. He said currently, since
the Town’s previous emergency order expired, he is uncertain what
authority the Town Administrator has. He said this puts it in writing
that whatever adjustments he has to make, including closing down
certain areas, he does not know if the Administrator has the express
covering from Council to do so. If there is a Town Board or
Commission that may express that they meet remotely instead of not
having a quorum, this would be another example of how this
ordinance would be effective.
Ms. Landing stated that there was an earlier emergency ordinance
when there was the first outbreak of COVID and it was an urgent
situation. She stated that this put a great deal of responsibility on the
Mayor. She said this ordinance would allow for each Council
members’ input via telephone or teleconference.
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Mr. Santos stated that Mr. Rourke is correct, because citizens have
the right to know what Council is doing in a timely manner. He feels
that 24 hours need to be given to the citizens in order for the public to
review what is being discussed. He is in favor of providing 24 hour
notice to the citizens. He said he will not be supporting this ordinance.
Mr. Pagliarini clarified that there is no notice requirement for
emergency meetings.
Ms. Hyatt, Ms. Landing, Ms. Whitley, Mr. Chapman and Mayor
Haynie were in favor.
Mr. O’Rourke, Mr. Rambo, and Mr. Santos were opposed. Ms. Corley
was absent.

Motion fails 5-3.

First and Final Reading: An Emergency Ordinance requiring
persons to wear face coverings in certain circumstances in the Town
of Mount Pleasant to reduce risk of exposure to COVID-19 during the
public health emergency and recovery. (Ord. No. 20037)
Ms. Whitley moved to approve; seconded by Mr. Chapman.

R

Amanda Knight, Emergency Manager for the Town of Mount
Pleasant presented a report to Town Council, which was
accumulated by the Department of Health and Environmental Control.
She said this was in an effort to provide trends for the Greenville area
as well as Mount Pleasant, utilizing zip code information received on
a daily basis.

D

IV.

AF
T

Mr. Pagliarini stated that because this is an emergency ordinance, it
must be passed with two-thirds in favor or six votes of Council.
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Ms. Whitley moved to amend the ordinance to add retail stores,
salons and barber shops to Part 1 of the ordinance; seconded by
Mayor Haynie.
Ms. Whitley, Ms. Hyatt and Mayor Haynie were in favor.
Mr. Chapman, Ms. Landing, Mr. O’Rourke, Mr. Rambo, and Mr.
Santos were opposed. Ms. Corley was absent.
Motion fails 3-5.
Mr. Rambo moved for an amendment under Section 3. He stated
that the amendment he would like to propose would go in Section 3
and it would be that no one should be required to disclose their
medical condition; seconded by Ms. Hyatt.

AF
T

All present voted in favor.
Mr. Chapman stated that he would like to ask Legal Counsel for
clarification. He said in item 3, it states that “all persons 12 years of
age or under are exempt provided that adults accompanying children
ages 2 through 12 years old shall cause those children to wear face
coverings while in areas required by this ordinance”.

R

Mr. Pagliarini stated that it is intended to provide flexibility, because
keeping a face mask on a very young child is very unlikely. He stated
that there are a number of options that are feasible.

D

Mr. Chapman stated that after discussing this issue with various
medical professionals, he asked for suggestions requiring children six
and under to be exempt from wearing a mask.
Ms. Landing provided the latest DHEC numbers in the 29464 and
29466 zip code areas which are as of yesterday afternoon. She
stated that the Town has approximately 91,000 residents; therefore,
after the last 15 weeks, the chance of contracting COVID-10 in Mount
Pleasant is still less than 0.7%. Ms. Landing offered several views on
how combat the virus, as well as suggestions on keeping our Town
businesses in business. She discussed community building. She
proposed passing a resolution regarding encouraging the Town’s
residents and businesses to wear a face covering while in public
places, indoors or anywhere they are not able to be six feet from
another individual. She said people and businesses should be able to
monitor their own actions the way they feel is best for them.
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Mr. Santos brought up a point regarding compliance issues. He
stated that he believes this needs to be reviewed more carefully.

AF
T

Mayor Haynie stated that we are in a State of Emergency and have
been since early March 2020. He said the Town’s numbers were
approaching the same situation as Greenville. Mayor Haynie
reviewed statistics provided by Dr. Marcus Blackstone, Chief Clinical
Officer of the Bon Secours St. Francis Healthcare System in
Greenville, SC. He said Dr. Blackstone stated that increased testing
is not causing the positive increase rates. He stated that younger
people are becoming very ill under the age of 40 years old. He said
many are testing positive, but are A-symptomatic, along with many
hospital staff testing positive and leaving a significant shortage in
hospital staff. He stated that Patrick Downes at East Cooper Medical
Center who stated that “there is a spread in our community and
action should be taken”. Mr. Downes supports a masking mandate.
Mayor Haynie cited other statements made by medical and business
professionals.

D

R

Mr. Chapman stated that the Institute of Health Metrics and
Evaluation indicates that immediate universal masking will curb the
infection and save approximately 270 lives in South Carolina between
now and October 1, 2020. He stated that if you drive around Mount
Pleasant you will see vehicles from Tennessee, Kentucky, Michigan,
North Carolina, Georgia and other states that have had serious
problems. He added that they are now coming here. He said they are
the individuals that should be wearing masks.
Ms. Landing stated that she would like to propose and amendment.
Ms. Landing moved to amend the ordinance that instead of 1
and 2, that it states that grocery stores, pharmacies and Town
buildings are essential services, would themselves require and
enforce a mask covering. She said this way the enforcement falls on
the businesses and not on one Town Code Enforcement Officer.
Motion fails due to the lack of a second.
Mr. Rambo stated that this is a civil penalty and the police department
does not enforce civil penalties. He asked what happens when calls
come into the Town regarding those not wearing masks.
Mr. DeMoura stated that when Council passes an ordinance, he and
Town staff are obligated to carry it out. He said if enforcement is what
Council wishes to be included in this ordinance he said staff will do
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the best they can with the one code enforcement officer or move
around personnel, which will take them away from the normal job
duties, leaving a void in another area of services.
Mr. O’Rourke, Mr. Rambo, Ms. Whitley, Mr. Chapman, Ms. Hyatt,
and Mayor Haynie were in favor.
Mr. Santos and Ms. Landing were opposed. Ms. Corley was absent.
Motion passes 6-2.
V.

Adoption: A Resolution encouraging individuals to wear face
coverings in the Town of Mount Pleasant. (R.20061)
Mr. Santos moved to adopt the resolution; seconded by Mr.
Rambo.

AF
T

Ms. Landing stated that she is not sure why this resolution is being
discussed since there is already an ordinance.
Ms. Hyatt stated that the ordinance is limited; however, the resolution
covers everywhere. She said this is to encourage everyone to wear
masks in public.
All present voted in favor.
VI.

Adjourn

R

There being no further business, Council adjourned at 2:27 p.m.

D

Respectfully submitted,
Barbara Ashe
June 29, 2020
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