MOUNT PLEASANT TOWN COUNCIL
TOWN COUNCIL AGENDA - AMENDED
Tuesday, June 9, 2020, 6:00 p.m.
Municipal Complex, Council Chambers
100 Ann Edwards Lane
Mount Pleasant, SC 29464
*Agenda was amended to include the words “and possible action” to
Item 3 under Council New Business
MINUTES

Mayor Will Haynie called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m.
Council Members: Howard Chapman, Brenda Corley, Laura Hyatt, Kathy
Landing, Tom O’Rourke, Jake Rambo, Gary Santos, and Guang Ming
Whitley were all present.
I.

PRAYER
Rabbi Refson led Council in prayer.

II.

PLEDGE
Mayor Pro Tempore Tom O’Rourke led Council in the Pledge of
Allegiance.

III.

APPROVAL OF AGENDA
Mr. Chapman moved to approve; seconded by Mr. Santos. All
present voted in favor.

IV.

PUBLIC HEARINGS, AWARDS & PRESENTATIONS
[None]

V.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES FROM THE JANUARY 6, 2020
SPECIAL TOWN COUNCIL MEETING, THE APRIL 27, MAY 1 AND
MAY 5, 2020 EMERGENCY TOWN COUNCIL MEETINGS AND THE
MAY 12, 2020 TOWN COUNCIL MEETING.
Mr. Santos moved for approval; seconded by Ms. Landing.

Mr. Chapman stated that he will be abstaining from the May 1, 2020
and May 5, 2020 minutes as he was not present during video
conferencing meeting due to his obligation with the National Guard.
All others present voted in favor. Motion carries 8-0-1.
VI.

PUBLIC COMMENT
John Evans, 15 Vincent Drive, stated that he is a lifetime resident
of Mount Pleasant. He stated that on Tuesday, June 2, 2020, the
Command office at the National Guard Armory on Mathis Ferry Road
received a call from Washington, DC and needed 500 troops in
Washington, DC immediately. He said Major Hawkins, who is the
Administrative Officer at the Battalion began coordinating personnel
and was able to gather 455 personnel who deployed to Washington,
DC on Wednesday, June 3rd. He said they returned home today, June
9, 2020 at 1:15 pm at the Armory where he personally greeted them.
He stated that these troops immediately joined forces in Washington,
DC with the federal agents who surrounded the White House. He has
asked Councilman Gary Santos to read a note of appreciation into the
Town Council minutes thanking these troops for the outstanding job
while representing Mount Pleasant and South Carolina in Washington,
DC.
Councilman Gary Santos read the following: The Town of
Mount Pleasant wishes to commend and thank soldiers of the 1st
Battalion 118th Infantry South Carolina Army National Guard for their
participation in the military assistance to civil authorities during the
period June 3rd through June 8th, 2020 in Washington, DC.
Margaret Blalock, 1417 Chimney Swift Lane, spoke about health
conditions with respect to 5G technology she has suffered along with
hypersensitivity.
Michael German, 1707 Snowden Road, stated that he lives in the
County of Charleston in the settlement community of Snowden. He
stated that this community has been there for over 100 years. He
stated that Mount Pleasant Waterworks and the Town of Mount
Pleasant recently ran new sewer lines in his community in order to
connect to those who decided to annex into the Town. His concern and
issue are that in order to run those lines, it must come right by his
residence. However, Town Council and Mount Pleasant Waterworks
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are denying him those rights unless he annexes into the Town. He said
this is unfair and this decision was made without any input from him.
He said Town Council made this decision and did not ask him if he
would like to annex. He stated that no one from his community was
part of this decision-making process and this is why there are issues
today. He asked Council to come to the table and talk.
Merrielee Waters, 771 Long Point Road, stated that she is the
current President of the Snowden Community Civic Association. She
currently has sewer from Phase 1 and is not annexed into the Town of
Mount Pleasant. This was never a contingency when she received
sewer. She stated that when reading minutes from the Annexation
Committee, she learned that utilities were also going to be part of the
plan that a committee stated would be a part of the aggressive
annexation plan. The past Water Supply Chairman stated that utilities
should never be used as a tool to force annexation. She said the utility
company should be in the business of making money as long as she
pays her bill. She said one other concern in her community, because
Snowden is in the County as well as the Town of Mount Pleasant, when
there is an accident on Long Point Road, their community is used as a
detour, which affects their community members and their families,
which she would like to have addressed as well. If their community is
going to be utilized as a detour, police presence should be available to
route a specific street, not their entire community. She stated that they
should not be impacted if they do not have a seat at the table.
Jeffrey Bellino, 2761 Fountainhead Way, stated that on May 31,
2020, Mount Pleasant Police Department assisted in tear-gassing and
arrested dozens of peaceful protesters in Marion Square. He knows
this because he was there. He said although the Unity March was a
good first step, he would like to humbly ask Town Council to consider
more concrete steps to prevent this from happening again. He believes
this is a misuse of the local police department, who keeps the Town
safe, to go and fight peaceful protesters on the Peninsula. He
addressed his comment to Chief Ritchie and stated that he watched
the Chief live stream with the Charleston BLM people and appreciates
the Chief reaching out and marching with the Unity March.
VII.

CONSENT AGENDA ITEMS
There are no Consent Agenda items.
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VIII.

PLANNING
A. NEW BUSINESS
1. First Reading: An Ordinance providing for the annexation of
an approximately 3.98 acre tract of land located at 3056
Murdock Drive and depicted as Lot 10-C on a plat recorded by
the Charleston County ROD Office in Plat Book EL, Page 22.
(Ord. No. 20030)
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Mr. Santos moved to approve items VIII.A.1, 2, 3 and 4;
seconded by Mr. Rambo.
Mr. Chapman moved to separate VIII.A.1 out of the total four
items.
Mr. Pagliarini stated that no motion is needed for this action. He
stated that all four items may be addressed; however, if one
Council member objects, then the items will be taken separately.
He stated that after VIII.A.1 is addressed any Council member
may then make a motion to combine the remaining three items
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or address them one at a time. He stated that due to Mr.
Chapman’s objection, the initial motion is then void.
Mr. Chapman stated that he has been to the site and this
location is way off Highway 41. He stated that it may be part of
a future extended development; however, this has not occurred.
He stated that providing services to this one site would not be in
the best condition for Police, Fire or Public Services. He said
while the lot looks vacant, when he went to the property, it
appears someone is living on this property.
Mr. Chapman moved to defer Item VIII.A.1 until more
detailed information is received; seconded by Ms. Corley.
Ms. Whitley addressed her question to Mr. Ulma. She stated that
in order to annex into the Town, the property must be contiguous
to the Town. She asked if the opposite side of this property is all
in the Town.
Mr. Ulma stated that this site would be contiguous on the Dunes
West side and is contiguous by property line. He said there is
no connection; however, to that site and access would ultimately
come from Canyon Lane off Highway 41.
Mr. Chapman stated that it is a long way back to this property.
Mr. Ulma stated that the long parcel adjacent to this property on
the left, there is an annexation agreement that was put in place
approximately 10 years ago that would allow that property to
develop, which would be set up in the County, and building
permits would be issued within the Town. He said access, the
way this subdivision was sketched out, could provide a street
connection to this parcel being requested for annexation,
through that future subdivision. He said the Town has not been
made aware of when this future development will move forward.
He stated that a new developer is interested in the longer tract
of land at this time.
Council continued with discussions.
Ms. Whitley asked Mr. Chapman if he would consider having
this deferred to the Planning Committee for recommendation
back to full Council in July.
Mr. Chapman agreed.
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All present voted in favor of deferral.
2. First Reading: An Ordinance providing for the annexation of
an approximately 0.514 acre tract of land located at 1781
Snowden road and depicted as Lot 2 on a plat recorded by the
Charleston County ROD office in Plat Book CM, Page 150.
(Ord. No. 20031)
Mr. Rambo moved to approve items VIII.A.2, 3 and 4;
seconded by Mr. Chapman. All present voted in favor.
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3. First Reading: An Ordinance providing for the annexation of
an approximately 0.41 acre tract of land located at 2625 Linnen
Lane, identified by TMS No. 578-00-00-532 and depicted on a
plat as Lot 5B recorded by Charleston County ROD Office in
Plat Book L11, Page 0028-0029. (Ord. No. 20032)
[Approved with item VIII.A.2]
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4. First Reading: An Ordinance providing for the annexation of
an approximately 0.798 acre tract of land located at 1581
Porchers Bluff Road and depicted as Lot X on a plat recorded
by the Charleston County ROD Office in Plat Book CC, Page
138. (Ord. No. 20033)
[Approved with item VIII.A.2]

Page 10 of 16

Page 11 of 16

B.

OLD BUSINESS
There are no Planning Old Business Items

IX.

COMMITTEE ACTION ITEMS
There are no Committee Action Items

X.

COUNCIL BUSINESS
A. New Business
1.

First and Final Reading: An Emergency Ordinance to
temporarily suspend the provisions of Chapter 53 of the Town
of Mount Pleasant Code of Ordinances entitled
Environmentally Acceptable Packaging and Products. (Ord.
No. 20034)
Mr. Pagliarini stated that Items X.A.1 and 2, by State Law,
expired after 61 days, which was May 27, 2020. He stated that
as a practical matter, Council is extending this with a new
ordinance. He added that under State Law, this would apply
for a maximum of 61 days. He indicated that because this is
an emergency provision, these two ordinances would only
require one reading and would require two-thirds majority. He
stated that both items have the same language and provisions
as this Council passed in March 2020. He stated that there is
another emergency ordinance that expires later in June, which
is the emergency ordinance for restaurant outdoor seating.
Mr. Santos moved to approve items X.A.1 and 2 and
review at the next full Council meeting in July; seconded by
Ms. Landing.
After Council discussion regarding the excess signage, Mayor
Haynie requested that Ms. Sims work with the Mount Pleasant
Chamber as well as on the Town website not to place signs in
the Town’s rights-of-way.
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All present voted in favor of approval.
This Ordinance SIGNED, SEALED and DELIVERED this
date.
2. First and Final Reading: An Emergency Ordinance to
temporarily suspend certain provisions of Chapter 156.150 Et
Seq. of the Town of Mount Pleasant Code of Ordinances
related to Temporary Signs. (Ord. No. 20035)
[Approved with item X.A.1]
This Ordinance SIGNED, SEALED and DELIVERED this
date.
3.

Discussion and possible action regarding the Automatic
Aid Agreement between the Town of Mount Pleasant and the
Town of Sullivan’s Island
Mr. Santos stated that when discussing with the Fire
Committee Chair, Mr. O’Rourke, he has requested that this
item be deferred to the Fire Committee for review.
Mr. O’Rourke stated that this item will be placed on the July
Fire Committee agenda.

B.

Old Business
There are no Council Old Business Items

C.

Executive Session
Mr. Rambo moved to adjourn into Executive Session;
seconded by Ms. Corley. All present voted in favor.
Council adjourned into executive session at 6:40 p.m.
Council reconvened at 7:11 p.m.
(Ms. Landing departed during executive session and was not
present when Council reconvened)
Mayor Haynie stated that no votes or action were taken during
executive session.
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1. Legal and Contractual
Discussion of a contractual matter with regard to the town’s
contract for legal representation
2. Personnel
a.

Consideration of applications submitted to serve as
corporation counsel
Mr. DeMoura stated that regarding the process, he stated
that the Town has reached out to many locations to find
candidates for this position. He said if Council desires to
retain a search firm for this position, he has information
on four search firms. He said these firms require a 25%
fee, which is based on the hiring salary at the time the
individual joins the Town. He said one firm has a slightly
higher fee and has requested them to consider being at
the 25% level. He stated that if Council chooses to
consider a search firm, he will require direction to do so.
Mr. Rambo stated that for a position of this level, this
would likely be a recruited position and would be rare to
randomly have someone apply that the Town may be
considering. He stated that his preference would be to
hire an expert recruiter to find a candidate.
Ms. Hyatt asked if the fee is only paid to the recruiter if
they find a candidate.
Mr. DeMoura reviewed the process with Council.
Mr. Rambo asked if a Special Town Council meeting is
being scheduled in the next week or two to begin the
interview process.
Mayor Haynie stated that this is not yet clear until those
being considered are contacted.
Mr. Rambo stated that he is concerned this process will
drag out.
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b. Consideration of applications submitted to serve as
Municipal Judges
Ms. Whitley moved to reappoint Judges David Michel,
Thomas Hesse and Tanya Staubes to the Municipal
Judge positions; seconded by Jake Rambo. All present
voted in favor. (Ms. Landing was not present for the vote)
D. Post Executive Session
Council may take action on any item, including any subsection
of any section, listed on an executive session agenda or
discussed in an executive session during a properly noticed
meeting.
Mr. Chapman stated that prior to adjourning the meeting he would
like the picture of Chief Ritchie to be put on the record. He said the
picture needs to be recorded in the minutes as a part of this Council
meeting for what a great job he did on behalf of the Council and all
the citizens of Charleston, Mount Pleasant, Sullivan’s Island and Isle
of Palms.
Mayor Haynie stated that this picture appears on the front page of the
Monday, June 8, 2020 The Post and Courier.

*Photo by Grace Beahm Alford/Staff - The Post and Courier
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X.

ADJOURN
There being no further business, Council adjourned at 7:18 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,
Barbara Ashe
June 9, 2020
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