ACCOMMODATIONS TAX ADVISORY COMMITTEE
Tuesday, April 16, 2019 at 12:00pm
Municipal Complex, Committee Meeting Room, 3rd Floor
100 Ann Edwards Lane
Mount Pleasant, SC 29464
MINUTES
PRESENT:

Rebecca Gosnell; Chair; Cheryl Craven, Shannon
Hartman, Laurie Bixler, Brumby McLeod, and Vishal
Patel

ABSENT:

Su McManus Frost

ALSO ABSENT:

Tom O’Rourke, Council Liaison

STAFF PRESENT:

Lauren Sims, Community & Government Affairs Chief
and John Holladay, Business Development Manager

Ms. Gosnell called the meeting to order at 12:04 p.m.
I.

Public Comments
Ms. Gosnell stated that a change will be made to the agenda. She
stated that Item J will be renamed, “Town of Mount Pleasant Christmas
Light Parade”.

II.

FY 19/20 (July – December) Group Evaluation
The Committee began the scoring on the matrix chart for each applicant.
A. Men’s Select Shootout
B. Women’s Select Shootout

Ms. Gosnell called for a yea or nay vote on whether to award
funding to the Men’s Select Shootout. All members voted yea.
Ms. Gosnell called for a yea or nay vote on whether to award
funding to the Women’s Select Shootout. All members voted yea.
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Ms. Gosnell called for a yea or nay vote on whether to award
funding for the Mount Pleasant Symphony Orchestra fall concerts. All
members voted yea.
Ms. Gosnell called for a yea or nay vote on whether to award
funding for the Park Pleasantly/Play Downtown. All present voted nay
for funding.
Ms. Gosnell called for a yea or nay vote on whether to award
funding for the Scottish Games and Highland Gatherings. All present
voted yea for funding.
Ms. Gosnell stated that the Committee will now determine the
scoring for funding amounts.
Ms. Bixler moved to score the Women’s Shootout the same as the
Men’s Shootout; seconded by Ms. Craven. All present voted in favor.
Mr. McLeod stated that there are some events he would like to see
fully funded.
Ms. Gosnell stated that the matrix currently shows a total of $28,000.
Mr. McLeod stated that he would like to see the Mount Pleasant
Symphony fully funded at $7,500. He said the other two that need to
be reviewed are the Scottish Games, and they are requesting double
the funds, as well as the Soccer Shootout. He said there is evidence
that they are coming to the Town as a continuing courtesy and until
they shift into a season where it is needed, or their needs seem
greater, this would be an event to cut back.
Ms. Craven stated that she believes the soccer shootouts were funded
last year at $1,000.
Ms. Bixler made a motion to approve $1,000 each for the Men’s
and Women’s Charleston Select Soccer Shootout; seconded by Mr.
Patel. All present voted in favor.
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C. Mount Pleasant Symphony Orchestra

Mr. McLeod made a motion for the Southcoast Symphony
Orchestra (Mount Pleasant Symphony Orchestra) be funded the full
requested amount of $7,500; seconded by Ms. Craven. All present
voted in favor.
D. Park Pleasantly/Play Downtown

Ms. Gosnell stated that the Committee voted not to fund this item
but would like to make comments on the record in order to provide
feedback for the applicant. She greatly admires and appreciates the
passion and advocacy for public transportation that Mr. Hamilton
brings to the community and brought to his presentation; however,
after discussion with committee members who have knowledge in the
commercial/corporate hotels, they felt there was little opportunity for
those hotels in Mount Pleasant to have the flexibility to implement his
proposal.
Ms. Bixler stated that this item should still be scored.
Mr. Brumby stated that he does not believe it is eligible for scoring. He
stated that this is for marketing and an existing bus service to take
people out of the community.
Ms. Gosnell stated that because the committee indicated that there is
no intention to fund this item, it would create conflict to score it.
Ms. Bixler stated that we all admire what Mr. Hamilton is doing and
would like that on the record.
Ms. Gosnell stated that she would also like to note for the record that
there was also conversation regarding the marketing of bus services
which is the role of CARTA and CVB and this is not the appropriate
fund for promoting additional marketing services.
E. Scottish Games

Ms. Gosnell stated that they are requesting $20,000 and last year
received $10,000. She stated that this is an event that has growing
attendance and have hired marketing professionals to help continue
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to grow the event. They have also moved the date from September to
November which has been a positive change. She stated that they
have not increased their ticket prices and netted a profit of $31,000
last year. She stated that they do have additional operational
expenses as a result of requirements for parking the large number of
guests and their venue costs have increased from $10,000 to $12,000.
Ms. Bixler stated that this event should be rewarded for moving into
November, and they should receive an increase over last year.
Ms. Gosnell asked what if the amount increased to $15,000.
Mr. Patel stated that this is a great event, culturally for the Town, but
would like more room accountability for this event to ensure the room
nights are here in Mount Pleasant.
Ms. Gosnell stated that they do book all their judges in Mount
Pleasant hotels.
Ms. Craven stated that there is a great deal of the guests that do stay
in Mount Pleasant hotels.
Mr. McLeod stated that he would recommend an increase to $12,500
and provide feedback on room accountability. He stated that he would
also like an update to the suggestions made regarding raising their
ticket prices.
Mr. McLeod made a motion to fund $12,500 to the Scottish Society of
Charleston with the caveat that the ATAC see improved reporting on
lodging room nights and on pricing for tickets and parking; seconded
by Ms. Bixler. All present voted in favor.
F. Town of Mount Pleasant’s Art Fest

Nicole Harvey, Special Events Manager for the Town of Mount
Pleasant, stated that they do Town funding requests as part of the
budget cycle, which is why they come to the ATAC at one time. She
stated that most are familiar with the Town events and she is here to
answer any questions.
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She stated that Art Fest is typically held in March and is a partnership
event that they do with Town Centre every year. There are a number
of small local dance academies who perform along with some
professionals, as well as arts and crafts for the children. She said the
idea behind the festival is to “ignite a creative spark in the youth”. She
stated that Town Centre is an ever evolving property and this event
has moved five times in the past 6 years on location. She stated that
they have now built a permanent event space and there has been
discussion on reworking the focus of this event. There will always be
an art fest, but the focus may change slightly.
Ms. Gosnell asked if another location was being considered.
Ms. Harvey stated that they have not started to evaluate a new
location in this coming year and will evaluate over this next year.
Mr. McLeod asked where the room night numbers come from.
Ms. Harvey stated that this is truly a cultural event, but grandparents
come in from out of town. She stated that this was their 22nd year.
Ms. Bixler stated that this is incredibly important to the Town of
Mount Pleasant.
Ms. Gosnell stated that the Town Center does put forth funding and
staff to market and promote the event. She stated that it is a good
partnership.
G. Town of Mount Pleasant’s Art on the Half Shell

Ms. Harvey stated that there are now four oyster shells that are
located at the Waterfront Memorial Park, along with a fifth one being
painted currently. She stated that she will discuss with the CAP
(Cultural Arts & Pride) Commissioners about potentially ordering more
in the next fiscal year. She stated that it is a very nice public art
installation that will draw people as it becomes more widespread
throughout the Town. She said they wanted to take a year of prototype and they have been very well received. They were debuted at the
Lowcountry Oyster Festival. She said many wanted to purchase them,
which ties into the idea of obtaining business sponsorship for this
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going forward. She stated that each oyster is approximately $1,700 to
produce and does not feel that businesses may wish to absorb the
entire cost; therefore, with the cultural impact it has on the Town, this
is why they seek ATAC funding.
Ms. Bixler stated that she loves the name, “Art on the Half Shell”.
H. Town of Mount Pleasant’s Blessing of the Fleet

Ms. Harvey stated this event is a great deal of work, but worth the
effort. She stated that over the last few years, they have seen new
shrimp boats and some increase in commercial fishing and shrimping
on Shem Creek. She said this is the 32nd year of blessing this fishing
fleet and paying homage to the cultural maritime heritage in this
Town. She stated that it is a six hour event and the calls and inquiries
come in from as far as Oregon. More and more tourists have started
coming.
Ms. Gosnell stated that there was some discrepancy in the paperwork
and asked what the requested amount is.
Mr. McLeod stated that the application has $10,000 written in a
number of areas; however the cover page is requesting $12,500.
Ms. Bixler stated that she believes there is a mix-up between
Children’s Day and Blessing of the Fleet.
Ms. Harvey stated that for the record, the amount requested is the
same as it has been for a number of years which is $10,000.
Ms. Gosnell stated that the request remains the same, but the event
has grown and asked if Ms. Harvey anticipates this number increasing.
Ms. Harvey stated that this amount has not increased since 1987;
however, costs such as security have gone up tremendously. They do
increase sponsorship and have done well. She stated that the large
events are funded from two sources; Accommodations Taxes and from
the General Fund and attempt to increase revenues. Ms. Harvey
stated that they continue to have strong media partnerships and are
very fortunate to have great relationships.
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I. Town of Mount Pleasant’s Children’s Day Festival

Ms. Harvey stated that this is one of the opportunities for parents
to be kids with their kids. She said this is another event that has been
going for 32 years. She said the event has grown larger over the years.
She said more and more people are coming from farther away and
while it is a local cultural event it is beginning to attract more people.
J. Town of Mount Pleasant’s Christmas light parade

Ms. Harvey stated that she loves this event and this event is one of
the only night time parades left in the state. She said there is no entry
fee to participants however their floats must be well lit. She said this
past year the event was impacted by weather for the first time in
many years. She said the Town still held their parade and it turned out
well. She stated that on a typical year there are approximately 25,000
in attendance on a two mile roadway. There are approximately 100 to
110 floats and there are fireworks.
Ms. Gosnell stated that road construction has forced some changes to
the route.
Ms. Harvey stated that the route was reversed two years ago, and it
has worked out very well.
Ms. Bixler stated that she noticed that people began putting their
chairs out 24 and 48 hours ahead of the parade.
Ms. Harvey stated that they do not encourage this, because it is
abandoned property.
Ms. Bixler asked if there was discussion to change the name from a
Christmas Light Parade to a Holiday Light Parade.
Ms. Harvey stated that when Mac Burdette was Town Administrator,
this was done, and the Town received a great deal of negative
comments, so it was changed back to the Christmas Light Parade. She
said it is open to everyone and anyone, no matter what your religion
is.
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Mr. Patel asked if there has been any thought to moving the event to a
day that does not fall on a Sunday.
Ms. Harvey stated that the whole event is complete by 8:30 or 9:00
pm. They put the small children on the early floats. She said the
reason for having the event on Sunday is because businesses along
Coleman are closed. She said it has the least negative impact to those
professional businesses along the Coleman route and the biggest
positive impact to the restaurants along Coleman Boulevard. She
stated that they also have the Holiday Market the Saturday before the
Christmas Light Parade.
K. Town of Mount Pleasant’s Culture, Arts and Pride Commission’s

Community Art Projects
Ms. Harvey stated that CAP is attempting to do a mural project
called “Paint the Town” but does not anticipate many of the murals
being large and some will be smaller interactive installations. She
stated that there were a number of challenges. She said they are at
the cusp of getting the project going.
Ms. Gosnell explained to the Committee members the idea of this
project to make the community feel unique and united, as the
community is suffering from the new growth.
Mr. McLeod stated that this project was funded last year.
Ms. Gosnell stated that there were a number of legal issues that had
to be overcome, as well as the signage ordinance in order to be
funded through the state level.
Mr. McLeod made a motion to endorse the projects presented
today by the Town of Mount Pleasant; seconded by Ms. Craven. All
present voted in favor.
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REQUESTED
COMMITTEE
FY 17.18 FUNDING AMOUNT RECOMMENDS

EVENT

BEGINNING
FUND
BALANCE

$150,000
Charleston Select Men’s Shootout
Charleston Select Women’s Shootout
Southcoast Symphony Orchestra
Park Pleasantly/Play Downtown
47TH Scottish Games & Highland
Gathering
TOTALS

$1,000 (FY
17.18)
$1,000 (FY
17.18)
$7,500
N/A
$10,000

$1,500

$1,000

$149,000

$1,500
$7,500
$8,119.20

$1,000
$7,500
$0

$148,000
$140,500
$140,500

$20,000
$38,619

$12,500
$22,000

$128,000
$128,000

Ms. Bixler asked if the meetings in October have been set.
Mr. McLeod stated that he would like to see the notebooks kept and
maintained so the new applications can be put in and the reports that
receivers of the funds have committed to writing, should be placed
into the notebooks.
Ms. Gosnell stated that the Committee agrees that the notebooks
should reflect the year of content and asked that the draft minutes be
sent to members in order to have adequate time to review them.
Ms. Bixler stated that she travels and would like to have as much
notice as possible for meeting dates.
Committee members further discussed meeting dates in October and
tentatively scheduled the 23rd and 24th of October. They also discussed
the vacant seat available and suggestions of individuals who may be
well suited.
Ms. Gosnell summarized that staff will verify that there is an active
application link and if Ms. Hartman will continue to serve on the
Committee and if there are any members who will be rotating off.
Ms. Gosnell moved to hold the next Accommodations Tax Advisory
Committee meetings on Wednesday, October 23rd and Thursday,
October 24, 2019. All present voted in favor.
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III.

Adjourn
There being no further business, Committee adjourned at 1:15 p.m.
Respectfully submitted,
Barbara Ashe
April 16, 2019

