TOWN OF MOUNT PLEASANT
Emergency Video Conference Meeting – Amended Agenda
Mount Pleasant Town Council
Friday, March 27, 2020 at 3:00 p.m.
*Agenda amended to add live stream link and change incorrect
Resolution number for Item VI.
Public Access Live Stream Link:
https://youtu.be/cJZuYuf4n00

MINUTES
Present via telephone: Mayor Will Haynie; Howard Chapman; Brenda
Corley; Laura Hyatt, Kathy Landing; Tom
O’Rourke; Jake Rambo; Gary Santos; and Guang
Ming Whitley
I.

Call to Order
Mayor Haynie called the meeting to order at 3:12 p.m.
Mr. Pagliarini certified that Council complied with the Freedom of
Information Act.

II.

Roll Call
Roll call as indicated above.

III.

Review of Town operational objectives
Mayor Haynie stated that he has asked staff to update Council on the
Town’s operational objectives.
Mr. DeMoura stated that over three weeks ago, and at the onset of
this crisis, staff has put into place several operational objectives
which has been amended one time. He stated that the operational
objectives are first, an emphasis on ensuring continuity of community
lifelines and critical services. He stated that this does not mean only
Town of Mount Pleasant organizational services such as police, fire
and sanitation. He said it also means working to ensure continuity of
services for healthcare facilities and utility providers. He said the
second operation objective is to reduce the risk of exposure to public
workers, which means the police officers, firefighters and sanitation
workers, understanding that their health is critical to make sure that

the previously mentioned critical services may be maintained and
continued. He said the third operational objective is to reduce the risk
of exposure to the community to try and protect the community as
best as possible at the local government level. He said Council has
seen this for many weeks now and was exemplified through the
closing of many Town events and through limitations of the size of
gatherings. He said lastly and the newest added operational objective
is for the Town to mitigate the economic impact to both this
organization (Town of Mount Pleasant), and through the community.
He said internally, Council has received communications on this and
have discussed what is being done internally to reduce costs and
stabilize revenue. He stated that Council is aware of the hiring freeze
that is currently in place. The Town is also taking steps to try and
mitigate the loss outside of the Town, community-wide, as best as
possible. He said this is seen through the promotional planning of
businesses, Help Biz Stay Buy Another Way and is also seen on the
Town’s website and through other resource portals. He stated that
these are the four operational objectives. He stated that he does not
wish to miss this opportunity to mention how well the Town staff has
performed from the very beginning. He said staff is committed and he
is so proud of the work they have all done.
Mayor Haynie stated that staff has handled this very well and to date,
is not aware of any interruption of services.
Mr. DeMoura stated that due to this unprecedented event, staff has
had to put into place several things that were originally aimed at the
critical services, which have been maintained since the first day. He
stated that staff wanted to maintain services in order to keep the
community moving. He said that this has gone very well. He stated
that the tele-working portion for staff has been going very well. He
stated that once this crisis has ended, staff will come together as a
team and assess what technological needs will be required in the
future. He said Mayor and Council may see at some point ways that
teleworking may be improved.
Mayor Haynie asked Mr. DeMoura to provide information to Council
on what the first responders are doing to minimize risk of exposure.
Mr. DeMoura stated that they have communicated and trained on
personal protection protocols and this has been widely used within all
of Town operations, especially with first responders. He said how to
sanitize properly, stay safely apart, how to interact with the public,
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especially those who could possibly be ill, as well as how to interact
in tight quarters such as a fire station. He said those have all gone
very well.
Mayor Haynie stated that he believes all equipment being used is
being sanitized after each use.
Mr. DeMoura stated that this is correct. All Town equipment, vehicles
and machinery are sanitized after each use. He said every measure
is being taken to ensure the continuity of Town personnel as well as
the public.
IV.

Discussion and possible emergency action to suspend the
provisions of Chapter 53 of the Town of Mount Pleasant Code of
Ordinances entitled Environmentally Acceptable Packaging and
Products. (Ord. 20026)
Mr. Rambo moved to approve; seconded by Ms. Corley.
Ms. Whitley asked if the suspension of the plastics ban would sunset
automatically when the time of emergency ends.
Mayor Haynie stated that Legal Counsel has advised that these
emergency ordinances are only valid for 61 days.
Mr. Pagliarini responded in the affirmative, unless Council takes
additional action.
Mr. O’Rourke stated that he is confused, as the action Council took
last week provided the Mayor the authority to handle emergency
situations. He said with this vote, it appears that we are not allowing
the Mayor and the Town Administrator to handle emergency
situations. He is curious to know where the line drawn for the Mayor
to bring to Council a vote and what Council does not bring to the
Mayor for a vote. He said this is very confusing.
Mayor Haynie deferred to Legal Counsel.
Mr. Pagliarini stated that these ordinances can only be changed by
Council. He said item 41 does not address these issues of changing
ordinances. He said the State has requirements to issue these types
of ordinances with one vote and must be by Council approval as it
would a standard ordinance with exception of notice requirements
and a restricted time limitation.
Mr. Santos asked for staff to explain the purpose of this ordinance
suspension.
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Mr. Rambo stated that in the restaurant industry with the immediate
switch from dine-in to ready-to-go take out, restaurants ran out very
quickly of the compostable items. He said restaurants are going to
Costco and purchasing the to-go containers. He said some
restaurants are attempting to comply and others are not able due to
the supply chains not having them available, as well as the financial
impact.
Ms. Hyatt, Ms. Landing, Mr. O’Rourke, Mr. Rambo, Mr. Santos,
Ms. Whitley, Mr. Chapman, Ms. Corley and Mayor Haynie were in
favor.
This Ordinance SIGNED, SEALED and DELIVERED this date.
V.

Discussion and possible emergency action to suspend the
certain provisions of Chapter 156.150 et seq of the Mount
Pleasant Code of Ordinances related to temporary signs. (Ord.
20027)
Mayor Hayne stated that the purpose of this is to assist the local
restaurants, which has a 61 day automatic expiration. He stated that
since they have been restricted to take out, this authorizes them to
place temporary signs out.
Mr. Santos moved for approval; seconded by Mr. Chapman.
Mr. Chapman stated that the Town has done a great job helping the
local restaurants and businesses.
Ms. Landing, Mr. O’Rourke, Mr. Rambo, Mr. Santos, Ms. Whitley, Mr.
Chapman, Ms. Corley, Ms. Hyatt and Mayor Haynie were all in favor.
This Ordinance SIGNED, SEALED and DELIVERED this date.

VI.

A Resolution of the Town Council of Town of Mount Pleasant
calling upon Governor Henry McMaster to issue a mandatory
Stay at Home Order for the State of South Carolina for such
period of time as may be deemed necessary and appropriate by
the South Carolina Department of Health and Environmental
Control. (R.20033)
Mayor Haynie stated that this is for a minimum period of 14 days or
such other period as may be determined to be appropriate by the
South Carolina Department of Health and Environmental Control and
deemed necessary to protect the public health, safety and welfare of
the population of the State of South Carolina.
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Mr. Chapman moved to approve; seconded by Ms. Hyatt.
Mr. Chapman thanked the Mayor for bringing this forward which is
what other cities have done to encourage “stay at home”. He said
there should be an addendum to this that specifically calls out what
essential items are. This is similar to what Homeland Security has
done and what the City of Charleston put in their ordinance. He said
there should be some explanation of what essential services are so
the public understands.
Mr. Chapman moved to include the essential services listed by
Homeland Security to be added as an amendment.
Mayor Haynie clarified that Mr. Chapman is making a motion to add
an amendment to the primary motion that would include the list of
essential services from Homeland Security.
Mr. Chapman responded in the affirmative.
Mr. Pagliarini stated that there is a motion for an amendment and
said if there is no second, then the motion will die.
Ms. Hyatt seconded the motion to add an amendment to the
primary motion.
Mr. O’Rourke said we must be careful on the political portion as
elected members. He said he is not sure if this will have any affect at
all. He said the Governor may or may not take action. He stated that
the Governor has done a good job so far about getting information,
relaying it to the local governments and making appropriate
decisions. He said for the Town to get into the middle of this, he is not
sure about it.
Mr. Santos stated that he has not seen the list and does not feel that
it is appropriate without reviewing the information. He said he will not
be supporting this, because he does not have the information.
Ms. Landing stated that she believes that all this does is put
divisiveness out there. She said there has been a great deal of
feedback from the community on both sides of the stay-at-home issue
when it is clear that the Governor must provide direction, local
governments are not even required to have a motion to do something
today. She said this is a very fluid situation. She said a vote today will
create divisiveness. She did not believe this was necessary.
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Mr. Chapman said the suggested amendment is specifically using the
Homeland Security complete list of essential services. He stated that
it is much more all encompassing that what was put in the City of
Charleston’s ordinance, which was not the whole list from Homeland
Security.
Mayor Haynie stated that this vote is for the motion to add an
amendment to the primary motion that would include the list of
essential services from Homeland Security.
Ms. Whitley, Mr. Chapman, Ms. Hyatt and Ms. Landing were in favor.
Mr. O’Rourke, Mr. Rambo, Mr. Santos, Ms. Corley and Mayor Haynie
were opposed.
Motion to approve to add an amendment to the primary motion that
would include the list of essential services from Homeland Security
fails 4-5.
Mr. Chapman stated that in the proposed resolution, there does not
appear to be any signatures required of Town Council and he would
like to ask if this is a scrivener’s error or if an amendment is needed.
Mr. Pagliarini stated that this is in standard order that all the Town’s
resolutions are executed by the Mayor if passed by majority vote. He
said if Council wishes to separately sign, then an amendment will be
necessary because this is the format that the Town’s ordinances call
for to prepare such documents.
Ms. Landing stated that she did receive a resolution showing space
for all of Council’s signatures.
Mr. Pagliarini stated that this was prepared in accordance with the
request of Council members in the anticipation that this motion would
be brought up. He said the alternate version is there for consideration
if that is how Council wishes to do so. It would still require an
amendment.
Ms. Landing stated that she listens closely to the Governor and does
believe that he is working with all the authorities.
Mr. Santos stated that there is an article in the paper today coupled
with the Attorney General’s report that clearly indicates that the
Town’s law cannot pre-empt state law.
Mr. Rambo said he has received a great deal of feedback on this
issue and believes there is a great deal of confusion. He said when
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the order is stay at home, people believe that they need to stay inside
their homes and not leave. He said most of the issues he has heard
from residents have nothing to do with closing more businesses
through a stay-at-home order. He said they have everything to do
with the enforcement of the rules that the Governor and the Town
have already put in place such as public gatherings of no more than
three. He said more government does not always make residents
more compliant. He would urge the Town to have stricter
enforcement of the rules that are already in place before putting in
place additional rules.
Ms. Hyatt stated as a healthcare professional, she is seeing how
many people are still coming out and she must live with the possibility
of bringing this virus home to her family. She said this Resolution is
more to show the Governor our support, if he makes this decision.
She already thought the Town was under the stay-at-home order.
These orders do not work unless we are all doing them together. She
said other neighboring cities must also cooperate, because, if not,
they will just bring it over to our Town.
Mr. Chapman stated that if we are going to do this, it should be statewide and not just for Mount Pleasant.
Ms. Corley stated that she will not be supporting this, because it will
cause major divisiveness. She added that she trusts the Governor’s
decision as he has all the data and resources available, and that
enforcement will be a huge challenge.
Mayor Haynie stated that he shared with Council a memorandum to
the Governor on March 25th and he would like to publicly thank the
Chairman of the South Carolina House Ways and Means Committee,
Representative Murrell Smith, for taking his memorandum directly to
the Governor and others who have helped get it there. He has asked
the Governor not to use the one-size-fits-all approach. He said this
virus is already here and invisible. He said by May 2nd, DHEC is
predicting 8,053 cases. He said there were 34 cases when the Bridge
Run was cancelled. He said this is how quickly this virus has
escalated. It is not just about the cases, but who must quarantine
themselves due to possible exposure to others. If it gets to the point
where the Governor is going to give the order state-wide instead of
County by County, which he prefers, then Mount Pleasant, the 4th
largest municipality in this state, is on the record of not supporting the
Governor. He would implore his fellow Council members to state that
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they do support it and the Governor will only order this if he feels it is
absolutely necessary. He plans to support this and does not want the
4th largest municipality to be on the record of opposing the Governor
to do any type of stay-at-home order which is a bad precedent to set
for the rest of the state.
Ms. Landing stated that she does not interpret this the same way.
She does not feel that by not sending this resolution, that Council is
telling the Governor that we do not support him. She said what she
has heard from all her fellow Council members is that they all support
the Governor and that some believe they should wait until the
Governor advises them on the order, unless there is something dire
in the community. She said what this feels like is that Council is
sending him something that says they are pushing or urging the
Governor to make a decision which is a big distinction from what
Mayor Haynie just stated.
Mr. O’Rourke stated that he wanted to make sure this was on the
record that if he does not support this, it is not him going on record as
saying that he does not support the Governor. He asked Council,
what if they did nothing and did not send it or act or vote and it was
not even an agenda item. He said regardless of which side anyone is
on, it would not have made any difference. He wanted to make sure
that if he votes “no”, it does not mean he does not support the
Governor.
Mr. Santos stated that he agrees with Ms. Landing and Mr. O’Rourke.
He said the Attorney General’s opinion was very clear on what can
and cannot be done. He said he also read the Governor’s statement
in the newspaper.
Ms. Whitley, Mr. Chapman, Ms. Hyatt and Mayor Haynie were in
favor.
Mr. Rambo, Mr. Santos, Ms. Corley, Ms. Landing and Mr. O’Rourke
were opposed.
Motion fails 4-5.
VII.

Discussion and possible action to prohibit the enactment of
any additional restrictions under Town of Mount Pleasant Code
of Ordinances, Section 41, Civil Emergencies, unless approved
by Council
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Mr. Rambo stated that he requested for this item to be added to
the agenda. He stated that he supports Mayor Haynie and admires
his work and leadership and knows how hard he is working for the
Town. He said given this, there is a right and a wrong way to do
things. He said the Town attorney sent a detailed opinion on whether
a municipality has the authority to issue a stay-at-home order. He
said at that time, it was a gray area, but what the attorneys were very
clear on is that a stay-at-home should be issued by an act of Council.
He said it serves to more strongly protect the Town from any potential
litigation or damage claims as a result of such an order. He said
much to the shock of some Council members, yesterday morning,
Mayor Haynie posted on Facebook that he was having the same
legal department draw up documents to issue a stay-at-home order.
He said that action is what prompted this agenda item from a group of
Council members. He said this item has nothing to do with any
Council member attempting a “power grab” but has everything to do
with checks and balances that exist in good government. He said
there is one thing that he has heard very clearly from a majority of
Council members. If they are going to go against the opinions of both
our own lawyers and now the Attorney General of South Carolina,
putting the Town in a potentially libel and litigious situation, that this is
a decision that should be made by all Council members. He added
that he has received a great deal of feedback from residents that
worry about the potential of the Mayor not having the ability to act
quickly as this situation progresses. He agrees wholeheartedly with
this, which is why these emergency power exist to begin with.
Furthermore, he has absolutely zero desire to sit here and play
politics so he will not be making the motion on this item. He said we
are all united on one thing, we want to do what is best for our people,
our neighbors, our friends, our family. We all have a responsibility to
protect this community. He addressed Mayor Haynie and stated that
he knows the Mayor has the best intentions in the world and loves the
Town and its people and knows he is doing this for all the right
reasons, but we have to do this the right way.
Mayor Haynie stated that if he was going to act in violation of either
the state law or the attorney’s advice, he would have done so by now.
He said he has not done so. He did inform Council a few mornings
ago, when he did ask them to draw up a draft of the stay-at-home
order. He said this was not just social media and believes he sent a
text message to Council. He said if he was going to act in a way that
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took that risk for the Town, he would have already done so. He has
not done so and is glad given what everyone’s reaction is to the
Attorney General’s update. He was in a conference call with the
Attorney General’s office yesterday pleading with them to issue an
updated opinion so the Town would know if they could act. He said
they received this today and it appears that everyone has an opinion.
He directed his comment to Legal Counsel and said the Town has a
declared civil emergency under Chapter 41, Title 3 of the Town code,
which he did after noticing Council. He believes this was on the 16th
of March. He said it has been updated for the second time when the
Governor changed the gathering limits. He asked Legal Counsel to
tell Council and the public if anything he has done under the civil
emergencies provisions goes against any guidance of the Governor’s
executive orders or anything that the Attorney General has put out in
the form of an opinion letter.
Mr. Pagliarini responded in the negative.
Mr. O’Rourke stated that all Council and the Mayor stated that this is
an emergency, and this is important and real. He said when Council
took action last week to give responsibility to Mayor Haynie and Mr.
DeMoura, he believed this was a really good action. He hopes that
this is not taken away, because none of us have answers at this
point. He said this is not something anyone has been through before.
He said there could be a real live emergency that the Mayor and Mr.
DeMoura will have to make decisions on. This is why he was in favor
of the action Council took last week. He stated that he and the Mayor
do not always agree on everything, but he appreciates his position as
the leader who is in a tough position having to make these decisions.
He hopes that Mayor will continue to take all members of Council’s
opinions and to keep having discussions. He said the Mayor should
be allowed to continue, but to also continue having discussions with
all nine Council members. He said all of Council still must respond to
the citizens that are contacting them daily on this issue. He said he
does not wish to change anything at this point.
Mayor Haynie stated that he understands Mr. Rambo is not raising
the question of doing away with the emergency proclamation powers.
Ms. Landing stated that she very much admires that Mayor Haynie
has put his heart and soul into this and especially ensuring that he
had all the medical updates. She believes that when Council gave the
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Mayor the emergency declaration, she believes it was the right thing
to do.
Mayor Haynie thanked Mr. Rambo for his comments. He stated that
he is keeping logs of all the information. He said Ms. Whitley sent out
an email stating that the updates and information coming from Mayor
Haynie was great. He said he is attempting to do this as much as
possible.
Mr. O’Rourke stated that as we are sharing information, he received
something that was troubling. He said Council members receive
emails all the time from the public. He said for the first time he
received and inference of a post that was on Facebook. He hopes we
do not govern and take information from what appears on Facebook.
Mr. O’Rourke made a motion that the information Council
receives is information to Council members from individual public
members through emails, but not posted on social media sites;
seconded by Ms. Hyatt.
Mayor Haynie asked for clarification.
Mr. O’Rourke stated that it is individual opinions by people.
Mayor Haynie asked if Mr. O’Rourke would amend his motion to be
opinions, because some may forward facts that they did gather.
Mr. O’Rourke asked to wait until everything settles and then discuss
how Council receives information as a group.
Mr. O’Rourke withdrew his motion. Ms. Hyatt withdrew her
second.
Mr. Chapman thanked Mayor Haynie for allowing him to bring his
issue to Council and said he appreciates what the Mayor has done
today.
Ms. Landing stated that she thought it was necessary for Council to
extend the Mayor’s declaration of emergency powers, because they
only were in effect through March 31st. She asked if this was
somehow changed.
Mr. Pagliarini stated that the existing declaration, as executed by
Mayor Haynie, is through the 31st of March. He stated that he and the
Mayor have already discussed that this deadline upcoming should be
extended. He has prepared a draft to do so for the Mayor’s
consideration.
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Mayor Haynie asked if this would require an act of Council.
Mr. Pagliarini stated that it does not under existing rules.
Mayor Haynie asked about the emergency ordinance that Council
passed at the last emergency meeting. He asked if this needed to be
extended.
Mr. Pagliarini stated that the emergency ordinance is valid, under
State law for 61 days. He said depending on how long this continues,
it may be revisited in another month.
Mayor Haynie stated that he will extend the proclamation which does
not require an act of Council and the ordinance from Council will still
be valid for 61 days.
Mr. O’Rourke stated that if the Mayor has the authority to extend the
existing declaration, what stops him from extending it for eight
months.
Mayor Haynie stated that there is a provision.
Mr. Pagliarini stated that 41.07 under the civil emergencies chapter
does allow Council to end or terminate any actions.
VIII.

Adjourn
There being no further business, Council adjourned at 4:28 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,
Barbara Ashe
March 27, 2020
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