MOUNT PLEASANT TOWN COUNCIL
TOWN COUNCIL MEETING
Tuesday, March 10, 2020, 6:00 p.m.
Municipal Complex, Council Chambers
100 Ann Edwards Lane
Mount Pleasant, SC 29464
MINUTES
Mayor Haynie called the Town Council Meeting to order at 6:01 p.m.
Council Members Howard Chapman, Brenda Corley, Laura Hyatt, Kathy
Landing, Tom O’Rourke, Jake Rambo, Gary Santos and Guang Ming
Whitley were present.
I.

PRAYER
Chaplain Rich Robinson led Council in prayer.

II.

PLEDGE
Mayor Pro Tempore, Tom O’Rourke, led Council in the Pledge of
Allegiance.

III.

APPROVAL OF AGENDA
Mr. Chapman moved for approval; seconded by Mr. Santos. All
present voted in favor.

IV.

PUBLIC HEARINGS, AWARDS & PRESENTATIONS
A.

Public Hearing: A Public Hearing to receive input on the
proposed municipal budget for the 2021 Fiscal Year

Proposed FY 2021 Budget
General Fund
$
Debt Service Fund
State Accommodations Tax Fund
Capital Asset Fund
Less Interfund Transfers
Total Proposed Budget
$

93,183,533
9,299,652
1,814,383
32,744,908
(24,569,173)
112,473,303

Current

Projected

Percentage

Current

Fiscal Year

Revenue

Change In

Fiscal Year

Revenue

FY 2021

Revenue

Millage

$235,533,010

$112,473,303

-52.2%

38.1 Mills (operating)
2.9 Mills (debt)

Current

Projected

Percentage

Estimated

Fiscal Year

Expenditures

Change In

Millage for

Expenditures

FY 2021

Expenditures

FY 2021

$235,533,010

$112,473,303

-52.2%

38.1 Mills (operating)
2.9 Mills (debt)

Mayor Haynie declared the public hearing closed.
B.

Recognition of U12 Tackle Football State Champions
Mayor Haynie and Town Council recognized the U12 Tackle
Football State Champions. Mr. Santos stated that the Head Coach
is Chris Swisher, Assistant Coach is Kevin Berry, Shawn Belcher
and Bubbah Reynolds. He stated that this all-star team went 5-0
through the post season, outscoring their competition by a
combined total of 121 to 14. Mr. Santos also recognized Jay
Rhodes who runs the football program for the Town of Mount
Pleasant
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C.

American Red Cross Month Proclamation
Mayor Haynie and Town Council members presented a
proclamation recognizing American Red Cross Month, to
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Executive Director, American Red Cross of the Lowcountry,
Ashley Henyan and Andy Covode, Board Member.

D.

Longevity Awards
Mayor Haynie, Town Council members, and Public Services
Director, Jody Peele, recognized Henry Whiteside for 25 years of
service and David Behrens, for 35 years of service.
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V.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES FROM THE JANUARY 28, 2020
TOWN COUNCIL RETREAT, THE FEBRUARY 11, 2020 TOWN
COUNCIL MEETING AND THE FEBRUARY 2020 FINANCIAL
STATEMENT
Mr. Rambo moved for approval; seconded by Mr. Chapman. All
present voted in favor.

VI.

PUBLIC COMMENT
Louis Horton, 138 Live Oak Drive, stated that he previously
emailed Town Council members and wanted to reiterate and seek
Council’s support for the proposed encroachment permit as
recommended by the Transportation Committee for the dock at 101
Mary Street.
Clydie DeBrux, 512 Johnnie Dodds Blvd., stated that she is here
on behalf of the Miller family and the citizens of Mount Pleasant. Her
request is a compromise between what she initially requested and
what is being proposed. She is now asking for Council to compromise
their final proposal. She said this week, Miller Cadillac has again lost a
contract for building on the property. She said this is the fourth loss of
a contract. She said it was not feasible to build on the present property
with present and potential variances. It is not fair to the community of
Mount Pleasant for this gateway parcel to be an eyesore. She said
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almost nine years is unreasonable. She asked that Council allow a 65
foot height limit to enable potential development.
Joe Bustos, 649 King Street, stated that Mike Sottile,
representative for District 112, decided that he will not be seeking reelection for his state house position. He stated that he lives in that
district and decided that he would run for State House Representative.
The primary will be held on the 9th of June and he believes that
because of all the things he has learned on Town Council, he stands
in good stead. He said if Council has ideas or suggestions, he would
like to know how he may help.
Martha Jane Walker, 958 Key Colony Court, regarding the zoning
at Sullivan’s Pointe. She is deeply concerned at the lack of movement
to find a complete resolution. She is selling her home to accommodate
the needs of her parents and their health issues. Her home has been
on the market for over 150 days now and although there have been a
number of showings, no one will make an offer due to the zoning
issues. She looks for a resolution this evening.
Edward Cocciadiferro, 950 Key Colony Court at Sullivan’s Pointe
and head of the Homeowners Association. He said they are asking
Council to approve what is on the agenda this evening. He said this is
not a trivial matter and will take six to twelve months to put this together
in a coherent way for Council to vote on, while there are people like
Ms. Walker who will need to wait. He asked Council to approve what
previous Council approved before and give them the overlay for their
properties until the ordinance is passed that will allow them to
grandfather in. This will provide certainty to the homeowners. He said
this has been a real issue and has been affecting people’s lives.
Annie Henderson, 72 Jane Jacobs Street, stated that she is here
this evening representing PTSO for Lucy Beckham High School. She
read a letter to Council to support access to sports facilities.
Catherine Templeton, stated that after the Education Committee
meeting, a group realized that they needed to begin a letter-writing
campaign on Facebook. Their Facebook page is approximately three
weeks old and they do not have funding to promote a post. She said in
one day, they received 122 signatures that support what Ms.
Henderson just read to Council members. She said this evening they
are bringing more than 375 signatures. She said they would like to ask,
that when Council looks at the Town’s budget, that Lucy Beckham High
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School be a priority after critical Town infrastructure, to provide pristine,
intuitive, across-the-street sports facilities for the children of Mount
Pleasant. She said it is their expectation that Lucy Beckham High
School will be prioritized.
Mr. Santos stated that they did not attend the Recreation Committee
meeting, which is where this should have been addressed. He said he
would be willing to put this on next month’s Recreation Committee
agenda.
Hamlin O’Kelley, 652 Coleman Blvd., stated that his friend, Louis
Horton provided most of the information he was going to say regarding
101 Mary Street. He stated that he is here with Ms. Fair who is the
property owner of 101 Mary Street. He stated that this is regarding an
encroachment permit for 101 Mary Street. He said the history of the
dock is a long one. He would urge Council to take the same action that
the Transportation Committee did.
Mollie Fair, 101 Mary Street, stated that she is a second generation
in this home, and it is passing onto the third generation for a total of 50
years. She said she has had wonderful support from her neighbors.
She asked that Council support the Transportation Committee’s action.
Sarah Cary, 609 Pitt Street, stated that she would like to voice her
support for the encroachment permit and hopes that Town Council will
adopt the recommendations of the Transportation Committee.
Carl Nichols, III, 426 Carriage Lane, stated he is a lifelong resident
of the Town of Mount Pleasant. His family grew up in Mount Pleasant
and they want nothing but the best for the youth in Mount Pleasant. He
stated that he was made aware of a social media post regarding a new
sports complex. He said there appears to be a lack of transparency
regarding voting for and funding of this project. There are multiple
sports complexes in the Town. He stated that athletic fields are needed
by residents and schools and asked Council to go back to the original
well-thought out plan.
Trenholm Walker, 66 Hassell Street, stated that he is here today
on behalf of the Miller Family to discuss the proposed ordinance to
reduce the height. He said another potential purchaser walked away
from the sale this week, which is the 4th one. He said they did so
because of the pending ordinance to reduce the height. He said their
family has been in the Town for many years and is currently paying

Page 7 of 44

$35,000 a year in property taxes. He said any redevelopment project
must be financially feasible. He said planning is more than a onedimensional characteristic of height. He said construction costs are
high as well as impact fees. He said at a minimum, they would ask that
Council amend the ordinance to allow 65 feet on this tract. He said this
is an ideal tract and it can only be done with 65 feet. He said when
Council considers this item, they ask that Council either amend to
provide for 65 feet or to defer the ordinance to stop any development
under the existing ordinance.
Pamela Jouan-Goldman, 704 Gold Post, stated Phase III of the
Carolina Park Recreation Complex had shifted to replace an originally
proposed and fully funded full size baseball field, with a football
stadium through a partnership with Oceanside Collegiate Academy.
She said this was designed to be completed in phases in order to
disseminate the burden of the costs which exceeds $6 million. In May
2019, at the Recreation Committee meeting, a robust discussion of this
stadium was held that would incur additional costs namely an artificial
turf field for $600,000 plus additional parking and an access road as
required by Town ordinances for an estimated $1.2 million. She stated
that although the parking would be needed at some point for any
design, the stadium with a 2020 deadline would require funding right
away. She said there was a shortage and at the February 2020 budget
meeting, options were presented. She asked which projects on the
Capital Projects list would be discarded to fund this. She asked for a
referendum that would provide for more reasonable options and a
more reasonable timeline for the taxpayers of Mount Pleasant.
Lucy Gordon, 1551 Ben Sawyer, stated that she has written about
the plan on heights as well as the non-conforming. She stated that the
height plan is not part of the comprehensive plan. She said as a forum,
they did not consider or review the maps or review the height plan. She
said the Comprehensive Plan does defer to the heights plan. She
stated that the Town does not have an acceptable heights plan and
would encourage that this be completed prior to continuing with the
comprehensive plan. She stated that the non-conforming ordinance
may be modified as there is only one point that needs to be modified
for six months to a year, which would resolve a great deal of issues for
many properties that fall into this category.
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Drew Burris, 219 Simmons Street, stated that he is a property
owner at 219 Simmons Street and a number of years ago, Town
Council spent a great deal of funding on a charrettes study to come up
with a plan that the Town is now seeing unfold. He said this will be the
2nd or 3rd time that he has seen his property height changed arbitrarily
for some unknown reason. It appears that there is a vocal minority who
speaks for many of the property owners. He said he would appreciate
some consideration for more time to study this with the Planning
Department to come up with a solution. However, not to arbitrarily
change property heights without any reason.
Walt Miller, IV, 512 Johnnie Dodds Boulevard, stated that he is
here on behalf of his family and the Miller property to speak out against
decreasing building heights from 80 feet to 55 feet in a hub where the
former Miller Cadillac dealership was located. He said the Planning
Commission works hard to formulate comprehensive Town plans and
must feel somewhat insulted when their hard work and professional
recommendations are shot down by Council members who seem to
have their own agenda. He said for over five years, their family has
seen developers come and go due to the Council’s recurring down
zonings. He said the Planning Commission has long recognized their
property, one of the best positions in Mount Pleasant, for economic
development because of its unique size and location, as one of the few
where an 80-foot height limit is appropriate. He said their property
value has slowly decreased and recently had another developer pull
out, citing down zoning and height as the reason why their project was
no longer economically viable. This is problematic. He said they would
like to request a fair compromise and request that Council side with the
Planning staff’s original proposal to lower the height from 80 feet to 65
feet. He said anything less than 65 feet drastically reduces the
marketability and value of their property and puts them in a position
where other action must be taken.
David Basco, stated that he would like to discuss the rezoning of
the three parcels of townhouses (Sullivan’s Point), one of which he
owns. He bought this for his daughter and thought it would be a good
investment. He said now even if it is rezoned, unless the overlay is
restored, it will not be of value. He asked Council to consider restoring
the overlay.
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Vishal Patel, stated that along with his brother and father, they
own two properties in the proposed height change district: one at 400
Magrath Darby and another at 310 Johnnie Dodds Boulevard. He said
the height changes would dramatically affect what they have been
working towards, which is a redevelopment of 310 Johnnie Dodds
Boulevard over the last eight years. He said they purchased the
property in 2012 with every intention of redevelopment. He said
currently, it is a 40-year-old two-story motel which they have renovated
and made safe and clean for their guests; however, ultimately it is not
the highest and best use of this property. They have been working to
be in a financial position to execute the plan for redevelopment and
reducing the height from 80 feet to 55 feet would not make this
financially feasible for them to continue with this plan and would have
a negative effect on them personally and the Town overall. He said this
40-year-old two story building is not the highest and best use for a very
visible entry for the Town. He has no intention of building 80 feet and
is asking for the heights of the buildings that currently surround him,
which is the Hilton Garden, which is 70 feet, the Indigo Inn is 62 feet.
He is not going to build anything that looks out of place, but more that
fits into their surrounding uses. He would urge Council to take the
Planning Commission’s recommendations to reach out to property
owners to understand what their needs are, and to look at it from a
comprehensive view of what the Town needs moving forward.
Bret Woodward, 222 West Coleman Boulevard, asked Council to
reconsider the height lowering that has been proposed. He stated that
they have a property across the street that is 60 days away from
closing and planned to purchase this for a redevelopment. He said they
have been working on this project for quite some time. He said this was
previously in the 80-foot height area and now, for it to be lowered to
what is being proposed at 55 feet, could have a significant impact on
them. He said their biggest challenge has been with the capital sources
and capital markets that they invest with on their various projects. They
believe that Mount Pleasant has too much entitlement risk to come in
and invest capital into. He said these investors do not feel comfortable
investing in Mount Pleasant businesses. He said this project would be
a great addition to the Town and an improvement to what is currently
there. He asked that there be more discussion on this.
Chris Swisher, 3037 Intracoastal View Drive, stated that he would
like to give his vote of support for the Carolina Park sports complex
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and the newly proposed plans for the artificial turf. He said from an
injury perspective, fire ant perspective, pothole perspective and a level
playing field perspective, he would expect Mount Pleasant to have
these types of facilities.
Trevor Cangelosi, White Flat Road, along with his business
partner, Jeff Ross, who will be handing out some information. He said
this is in reference to items up for first reading to rezone from R1 and
PD to Office Park, on Bowman Road at White Flat Road, which is just
behind Watermark. He said their building is short and half as high as
the other houses in the neighborhood and abuts Bowman Road. They
have requested that these two parcels be rezoned to Office Park.
Chad Greer, 1606 Marsh Harbor Lane, stated that he is the Athletic
Director at Oceanside Collegiate and there appears to be some
confusion regarding the project at Carolina Park. He stated that they
pay to use Mount Pleasant facilities. He said the only time there is a
quid pro quo for use of their facilities, which the Town enjoys, is when
the Town is not utilizing them. During the daytime there are no Town
activities. He said in the evening, they pay to rent the fields just as
anyone else does. He stated that Phase 3 of Carolina Park, which he
has spent over a year personally working on, was already approved
with a road, parking, a rectangle field, but it just had to be a grass field.
He said it was funded and approved and the baseball field had poor
dimensions and faced the sun and will have to be reworked anyway.
He said what they proposed, in partnership with the Town, was to take
what was already built and approved and planned and make it better
and Oceanside will provide the funding to make it better. He said they
are not requesting the Town to give them any money, but only to build
what the Town said they wanted to build. Oceanside said they would
provide bleachers, a press box and make it a stadium and would pay
for that. He said they are attempting to work with the Town and would
like to continue to work with the Town. He said if the Town needs
another baseball field, Oceanside has offered and had part of the plan,
to build a regulation field on their property which is adjacent to Carolina
Park, and the Town would be able to utilize it.
Brian Keels, 419 Morrison Street, stated that Council will be voting
on the changes to the building height and as part of the ownership
group that represents the Bowman Place property where the Dick’s
and Nordstrom Rack is located, he would like to express their concerns

Page 11 of 44

with the inconsistencies in the building height plan. He said on the
handout provided, Bowman Place is circled in red. All the properties on
Johnnie Dodds Boulevard have a minimum height proposed of 55 feet.
On Bowman Place, the proposal is to change from 80 feet to 45 feet.
He understands the goal of reducing development density by lowering
building heights and they are not opposed to lowering the height of 80
feet that is allowed today on their property; however, their concern is
the inconsistency of the plan and the challenge it creates in trying to
attract high quality medical users where they are likely going to need
more than 45 feet that is proposed today. He added that all they are
asking is to be treated the same as every other property along Johnnie
Dodds. He asked that Council consider three points. Bowman Place is
one of the largest properties on Johnnie Dodds Boulevard between the
Ravenel Bridge and I-526 with 18 acres and over 850 feet of frontage
on Johnnie Dodds. It is surrounded by three of the largest roads in
Mount Pleasant and its location is considered in the comprehensive
plan to be one of the main hubs. Lastly, it does not border any
residential areas. They are not here to oppose the height reduction but
are asking to be treated the same as those on Johnnie Dodds
Boulevard.
Nikki Ketchen, 596 Fisherman Bend, stated that there are not
enough baseball fields in the Town. She stated that one of her sons
will be a freshman at Lucy Beckham High School next year and they
heard that they may not be able to use the field across the street from
Lucy Beckham High School. She stated that this is disappointing
because they need the fields and the proximity, because these
students are not even driving at this time. This will be a huge impact
on traffic.
Denis Blythe, 610 Pelzer Drive, stated that regarding the
consideration and discussion of the impact fees, he opposes
dramatically, the thought of reducing the impact fees unless a study
has been done since the previous studies. He stated that he would like
to support the reduction in building heights, especially in the area of
Bowman Road, the Hospital, I-526 and those areas. He said all of
those are right in the middle of the Shem Creek watershed.
VII.

CONSENT AGENDA ITEMS
There are no Consent Agenda items.
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VIII.

PLANNING
Planning Committee Minutes
Planning Commission Minutes
A. NEW BUSINESS
1.

First Reading: An Ordinance providing for the annexation
of an approximately 0.43 acre tract of land located at 1531
North Lakeshore Drive. (Ord. No. 20017)
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Ms. Whitley moved to approve items VIII.A.1 and VIII.A.2;
seconded by Mr. Chapman. All present voted in favor.
2. First Reading: An Ordinance providing for an annexation of
an approximately 0.46 acre tract of land located at 1528 W.
Palmetto Fort Drive. (Ord. No. 20018)
[Approved with item VIII.A.1]
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3.

First Reading: An Ordinance to rezone from R-1, Low
Density Residential District, to R-4, Medium Density
Residential District an approximately 0.11 acre tract of land
located at 1093 Washrich Court. (Ord. No. 20019)
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Ms. Whitley moved to approve; seconded by Mr.
Chapman. All present voted in favor.
4.

First Reading: An Ordinance to rezone from PD, Planned
Development District, to OP, Office Professional District, an
approximately 0.21 acre tract of land located at the corner of
White Flat Road and Bowman Road. (Ord. No. 20020)
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Mr. Chapman moved for approval; seconded by Mr.
Santos. All present voted in favor.
5. First Reading: An Ordinance to rezone from R-1, Low Density
Residential District, to OP, Office Professional District, an
approximately 0.26 acre tract of land located at 1242 White
Flat Road. (Ord. No. 20021)
Mr. Chapman moved for approval; seconded by Mr.
Rambo. All present voted in favor.
6.

First Reading: An Ordinance to amend Section
156.007, Definitions of Chapter 156, Zoning Code, of the
Mount Pleasant Code of Ordinances pertaining to the
definition of Impervious Surface. Proposed changes include
revised language clarifying the definition of Impervious
Surface as it relates to administering limitations on
overhangs, building eaves, and the like. (Ord. No. 20022)
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Mr. Rambo moved for approval; seconded by Ms.
Whitley. All present voted in favor.
B. OLD BUSINESS
1.

Final Reading: An Ordinance providing for the annexation
of an approximately 0.8 acre tract of land located at 1770
Snowden Road and depicted as Tract 1 on a plat recorded by
the Charleston County ROD Office in Plat Book AT, Page 144.
(Ord. No. 20009)
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Ms. Whitley moved to approve; seconded by Mr. Santos.
All present voted in favor.
This Ordinance SIGNED, SEALED and DELIVERED this
date.
2.

Final Reading: An Ordinance to rezone from AB,
Areawide Business District, to TH, Townhouse District, an
approximately 0.16 acre tract of land comprised of three
parcels located in Sullivan’s Point, identified by TMS Nos. 53215-00-207, -206 and -205, and depicted in Plat Book L15,
Page 0587, Charleston County ROD. Included is a request to
reinstate the Overlay District in effect at the time of permit
issuance. (Ord. No. 20010)
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Mr. Santos moved for approval of items #2, #3, and #4;
seconded by Mr. Chapman.
Mayor Haynie stated that for clarification, the Town was going
to come up with a long term non-conforming zoning solution.
He asked how this affects this effort. He asked if the Town is
putting an overlay back on in an area where it was taken off.
Mr. Ulma stated that on the non-conforming provisions, staff is
meeting with the Planning Commission on this very topic and
information will then be brought to the April 2020 Planning
Committee meeting. He said at this point, Council would be
reestablishing the overlay and attaching those base zoning
districts, because this is ahead of the work it will take.
Mayor Haynie asked if a sunset clause can be put on the
overlay stating that the overlay expires at the same time the
passage of the non-conforming zoning solution does.
Mr. Pagliarini stated that this can be done. The issue is that it
has not gone through advertisement and the Planning
Commission. He said this cannot be done at this time due to
notice issues.
Mayor Haynie stated that he has no intention in the long run,
of leaving on an overlay that was removed for good reason.
All present voted in favor.
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This Ordinance SIGNED, SEALED and DELIVERED this
date.
3. Final Reading: An Ordinance to rezone from AB, Areawide
Business District, to R-4, Medium density Residential, an
approximately 0.59 acre tract of land comprised of thirteen
parcels located in Sullivan’s Point, identified by TMS Nos. 53215-00-204, -202, -201, -200, -199, -198, -197, -196, -195, -194,
-193, -192, and -191, and depicted in plat book L15, Page
0587, Charleston County ROD. Included is a request to
reinstate the Overlay District in effect at the time of permit
issuance. (Ord. No. 20011)
[Approved with item #2]
This Ordinance SIGNED, SEALED and DELIVERED this
date.
4. Final Reading: An Ordinance to rezone from AB, Areawide
Business District, to R-3, Medium Density Residential District,
an approximately 0.06 acre tract of land comprised of two
parcels located in Sullivan’s Point, identified by TMS No’s.
532-15-00-188 and 532-15-00-187 and depicted in Plat Book
L15, Page 0587, Charleston County ROD. Included is a
request to reinstate the Overlay District in effect at the time of
permit issuance. (Ord. No. 20012)
[Approved with item #2]
This Ordinance SIGNED, SEALED and DELIVERED this
date.
5.

Final Reading: An Ordinance to amend various provisions
in Section 156.318, Boulevard Overlay District, and 156.320,
Waterfront Gateway District, of Chapter 156, Zoning Code, of
the Mount Pleasant Code of Ordinances pertaining to a
reduction in maximum allowed building heights in portions of
the Districts described herein and attached in Exhibit A. (Ord.
No. 20013)
Mr. Chapman moved to defer items #5 and #6 and stated
that he would like to impose the pending ordinance doctrine as
part of the deferral process; seconded by Mr. Santos. All
present voted in favor.
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6. Final Reading: An Ordinance to amend the official Building
Height Plan Map to correspond with proposed height
reductions as described herein and depicted in Exhibit A. (Ord.
No. 20014)
[Deferred with Item 5]
IX.

COMMITTEE ACTION ITEMS
A. Accommodations Tax Advisory Committee
Funding Recommendations

Mr. Chapman moved that Council approve the funding
recommendations from the Accommodations Tax Advisory
Committee of $27,000 for the Town of Mount Pleasant Cultural,
Arts and Pride Commission Cultural Documentary; The USS
Yorktown Foundation 4th of July Blast and Mount Pleasant
Symphony’s two concerts; seconded by Ms. Corley.
Mr. O’Rourke asked why the Select Men’s and Women’s
Shootout was not funded this year, which has been funded by
the Town for several years.
Mr. Chapman stated that they failed to attend and present their
proposal.
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All present voted in favor.
B.

Planning Committee
Approval to initiate Moultrie Middle School rezoning from AB,
Areawide Business, to PI-1, Public Institutional-1
Ms. Whitley stated that this was placed on the agenda by Mr.
Rambo. They reached out to the School District about their
opinion and whether this is something that should move
forward; however, they failed to respond. She said the School
District was provided over 30 days to respond. The purpose of
this rezoning is to prevent the placement of an independent
telecommunications monopole tower.
Mayor Haynie asked if this would have any effect on the Town’s
Farmers Market under Public Institution.
Ms. Whitley responded in the negative.
Mayor Haynie stated that this is a motion from the Planning
Committee which does not require a second.
Ms. Whitley moved to approve. A second is not required.
All present voted in favor to begin the process.

C.

Transportation Committee
Consideration to authorize staff to grant conditional use of rightof-way adjacent to 101 Mary Street, Town of Mount Pleasant
Mr. Morrison, Transportation Director, provided information to
Council members on this item.
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Mr. Chapman moved for approval; seconded by Ms.
Corley. Mayor Haynie was opposed. All others present voted in
favor. Motion carries 8-1.
Mayor Haynie called for a short recess at 7:50 p.m.
Mayor Haynie reconvened the meeting at 7:59 p.m.
X.

COUNCIL BUSINESS
A. New Business
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1. Discussion and possible action to reduce development impact
fees
Marcy Cotov, Chief Financial Officer for the Town, gave a brief
presentation to Town Council members on impact fees.
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Ms. Landing stated that when this first came out when it
went to the 50% that the Town has had for a number of years to
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the scaled up with 35% and then 20% where we are so that
businesses and residential pay 80% of impact fee, was
because there was a great deal of concern that impact,
especially from residential properties, would slow down growth.
She said there is $3,400 that is added to the cost of homes that
are built. This discussion was not to increase residential and
decrease cost of bringing more residences to Town. She said it
is quite the opposite. She said there are still a number of
services lacking in the more northern portion of Mount
Pleasant. She said when businesses are considering coming to
the Town to bring jobs and services to the residents of the
Town, which will shorten car trips from coming to the southern
end of Town or downtown Charleston, decreases the impact;
however, the impact fees are so high, that it prevents
businesses from coming to the Town. She said what we do
have are more big box stores, because they are able to pay the
higher impact fees. She said residents would like to bring in the
smaller more home-grown types of businesses and services.
She said one of the biggest concerns in Mount Pleasant is for
the longer term, we need to ensure that the revenue keeps up
with the services that the Town provides. She said there is an
issue with this. She stated that commercial businesses help pay
the bills. She said by lowering the cost of the initial impact on
commercial that more revenue, jobs and services will come to
the Town.
Mr. Rambo moved for the Town to change the traffic impact
fee discount rate to 50% and the recreation discount rate to 5%;
seconded by Ms. Corley.
Mr. Rambo stated that the Recreation fee which is only charged
to residences will be charged 95%.
Mr. Pagliarini stated that we do not have a written ordinance
this evening. He understands the motion to direct staff to
prepare an ordinance to go through the process because under
the Town ordinance, a written ordinance must be reviewed to
the public prior to comment and discussion.
Mr. Rambo amended his motion to direct staff to draft an
ordinance to change the traffic impact fee discount rate to 50%
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and to change the Recreation discount rate to 5%; Ms. Corley
amended her second.
Mr. Santos stated that over the past few elections, residents
realize that the #1 issue was to slow the growth. He said
Council did this. He said we have not done anything to control
the traffic. He said Highway 41 is on the books; however,
nothing has happened, and it is a parking lot every day. He said
there is also Billy Swails Boulevard that the Town has allocated
funding for; however, there are road alignment issues. He said
nothing has been done to help with the traffic and now the town
is going to lower impact fees to attract more businesses and
more traffic. He stated that Council needs to accomplish what
they stated they would do before more traffic comes.
Mr. O’Rourke stated that we did slow growth and as a result we
have a bigger money issue than we had previously. He agrees
with addressing and fixing the transportation issues; however,
what Ms. Landing has spent a great deal of time doing that he
appreciates, is a way to spur economic growth that will help the
Town financially. He does not believe this is about letting the
growth go, but more about economic growth. He said that
secondly, this appears to be a great deal of work for staff. He
asked Ms. Cotov to recommend a timeframe if this ordinance
passes.
Ms. Cotov stated that changing this will change Council’s
proposed Capital Improvement Plan. She said there are
projects in the CIP that are funded through five years based on
the currently funding. She said if it is delayed a year, then it will
be worked out through the next CIP. She said if Council would
like it to take effect sooner, then as part of doing the CIP, then
Council will need to revisit transportation projects.
Mr. O’Rourke stated that information like this will help Council
as a decision is made. He said anything that will financially
harm the Town is critical and should be reviewed.
Ms. Landing stated that she is not attempting to spur economic
growth; however, what is needed is businesses and services on
this side of the bridge, especially in the northern end of Town.
She asked if it creates more transportation and traffic if there is
a childcare center closer in so that parents do not have to take
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their children across the bridge elsewhere because there are
not enough childcare facilities in Mount Pleasant. She said the
closer businesses are to where people live, the shorter the car
trips will be, not to mention ongoing revenue for the Town. She
said we do not see many that come from North Charleston,
West Ashley and downtown to Mount Pleasant for services that
they have in their area.
Mr. Rambo stated that by having higher impact fees, the Town
is bringing in less revenue.
Mayor Haynie stated that he and Mr. Santos were on Council
when impact fees were reviewed. He stated that impact fees
were set because Stantec provided a cost of what each type of
development costs on the Town’s infrastructure. He stated that
at that time, he believed that the impact fees should have been
100% of what the known cost was and believes some of the
issues could have been fixed by now. He stated that he is not at
the point of selecting transportation and recreation; therefore,
he is not in favor of this at this point. He is in favor of having the
conversation on how to fix the problem.
Mayor Haynie and Mr. Santos were opposed. All others
present voted in favor. Motion to approve carries 7-2.
Mr. Pagliarini stated that an ordinance will be prepared and
taken to the Finance Committee.
2.

Adoption: A Resolution acknowledging 1200 Innovation
Way as abandoned for four years. (R.20032)
Mr. DeMoura stated that it is a benefit allowed by South
Carolina state law for the work that is being done at the old
GenPhar building at Oakland Plantation. He stated that it
requires the Town of Mount Pleasant to certify that this is
happening. He said it was supported at Committee and is for
Council’s approval.
Mark Taylor, representing the owner of the former GenPhar
building. He would like to request from Council to please refer
to this project as Innovation Way now.
Mr. Santos moved for approval to acknowledge that 1200
Innovation Way as abandoned for four years; seconded by Ms.
Landing. All present voted in favor.
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This Resolution SIGNED, SEALED and DELIVERED this
date.
3.

Adoption: A Resolution authorizing a Law Enforcement
Assistance and Support Agreement between the Mount
Pleasant Police Department and the Horry County Sheriff’s
Office. (R.20031)
Mr. Rambo moved to approve; seconded by Ms. Whitley.
All present voted in favor.
This Resolution SIGNED, SEALED and DELIVERED this
date.

4.

First Reading: An Ordinance to provide for the issuance
and sale of an $8,160,000 General Obligation Refunding Bond
of 2020 of the Town of Mount Pleasant, South Carolina, to
prescribe the purposes for which the proceeds shall be
expended, to provide for the payment thereof, and other
matters relating thereto. (Ord. No. 20023)

Paul Trouche, Legal Bond Counsel stated that they tried to be
conservative on the interest rate and now it is very
conservative. He stated that conservatively over five years
approximately $250,000 can be saved.
Mr. DeMoura stated that Ms. Cotov laid it out in a
memorandum. He said this is based on market conditions and if
we do this now and refinance a bond, we would be able to
return some to the Town.
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Ms. Whitley moved to approve; seconded by Ms. Corley. All
present voted in favor.
5.

First Reading: An Ordinance to adopt and appropriate a
budget for the Town of Mount Pleasant for Fiscal Year 2021
(July 1, 2020, through June 30, 2021). (Ord. No. 20024)

Ms. Landing moved to approve and adopt the appropriate
budget for Fiscal Year 2021; seconded by Mr. Santos.
Mr. Chapman stated that there have been a number of
comments regarding recreational issues and how they are
funded. He would like to make everyone aware of what great
rates the Town has right now. He stated that he will be bringing
a proposed referendum for Recreation to attempt to solve some
of the issues in the amount of $75 million over 25 years. He
said this may cure some of the issues the Town has had and
with interest rates the way they are, this is the time to do so.
All present voted in favor.
B.

Old Business
Final Reading: An Ordinance to amend the Code of
Ordinances Section 30.35 (B) related to timing of placement of
matters on Council Agendas. (Ord. No. 20016)
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Mr. Rambo moved to approve; seconded by Mr.
Chapman. All present voted in favor.
This Ordinance SIGNED, SEALED and DELIVERED this
date.
C.

Executive Session
Mr. Chapman moved to adjourn into executive session for
the reasons stated; seconded by Ms. Landing. All present
voted in favor.
Council adjourned into executive session at 8:29 p.m.
Council reconvened at 9:50 p.m. Mayor Haynie declared that
no action or votes were taken while in executive session.
1. Legal and Contractual
Legal advice regarding a contractual matter involving
the Town’s contract for legal representation
Mr. Rambo moved to provide six months’ notice of
termination of the Town’s contract for legal
representation with HMP and to move towards the
General Counsel form of representation and continue
negotiations to provide transition services to the new
General Counsel model; seconded by Ms. Corley.
Mr. Santos, Mr. O’Rourke and Mr. Chapman were
opposed. All others present voted in favor. Motion
carries 6-3.
2.

Personnel
a. Consideration of applications submitted to serve on the
Planning Commission
Mr. Chapman moved to reappoint Kathy Smith to
the Planning Commission; seconded by Ms. Whitley. All
present voted in favor.
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b. Consideration of applications submitted to serve on the
Historic District Preservation Commission
c. Consideration of applications to serve on the
Construction Board of Adjustments
d. Consideration of applications to serve on the Cultural,
Arts and Pride Commission
Ms. Whitley moved to reappoint Corey Alston and
Kelly Trager and to appoint Brad Dunnells to the
Cultural Arts and Pride Commission; seconded by Ms.
Corley. All present voted in favor.
e. Consideration of applications to serve on the
Accommodations Tax Advisory Committee
Ms. Whitley moved to reappoint Brumby McLeod to
the Accommodations Tax Advisory Committee;
seconded by Mr. Chapman. All present voted in favor.
f. Consideration of applications to serve on the Farmers
Market Advisory Board
Ms. Corley moved to nominate Jan McNair to the
Farmers Market Advisory Board; seconded by Ms.
Hyatt. All present voted in favor.
Council may take action on any item, including any subsection
of any section, listed on an executive session agenda or
discussed in an executive session during a properly noticed
meeting.
XI.

ADJOURN
There being no further business, Council adjourned at 9:52 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,
Barbara Ashe
March 10, 2020
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