MOUNT PLEASANT TOWN COUNCIL
TOWN COUNCIL AGENDA
Tuesday, February 9, 2021, 6:00 p.m.
Municipal Complex, Council Chambers
100 Ann Edwards Lane
Mount Pleasant, SC 29464
In accordance with Governor McMaster’s Executive Order 2020-73,
Council Chambers will be limited to 50% occupancy.
MINUTES
Mayor Haynie called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m.
Council members Howard Chapman, Brenda Corley, Laura Hyatt, Kathy
Landing, Jake Rambo, Tom O’Rourke, Gary Santos, and Guang Ming
Whitley were all present.
I.

PRAYER
Rabbi Refson led Council in prayer.

II.

PLEDGE
Mayor Pro Tempore, Tom O’Rourke, led Council in the Pledge of
Allegiance.

III.

APPROVAL OF AGENDA
Mr. O’Rourke moved for approval; seconded by Ms. Landing. All
present voted in favor.

IV.

PUBLIC HEARINGS, AWARDS & PRESENTATIONS
Recognition of the Mount Pleasant Cross Country Team at the
USATF Junior Olympic Cross Country Nationals
Recreation Committee Chair, Gary Santos, Recreation Director,
Steve Gergick, and Mayor Haynie and Town Council recognized the
Mount Pleasant Cross-Country Team.

V.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES FROM THE JANUARY 12, 2021
SPECIAL AND REGULAR TOWN COUNCIL MEETINGS AND THE
DECEMBER 2020 FINANCIAL STATEMENT.
Mr. Chapman moved for approval; seconded by Mr. Santos. All
present voted in favor.

VI.

PUBLIC COMMENT
Mark Leppert, Sr., 1526 Periwinkle Drive, stated that he is
requesting assistance and direction from Council to have restrooms
put in at Remley’s Point. He has been here his whole life and there are
no facilities anywhere nearby. He has spoken to Charleston Parks and
Recreation and many at the legislative committee and realizes this is
not owned by the Town; however, he is hoping that something can be
figured out.
Carla Gregg, 1204 Venning Road, stated that she is the president
of the Four Mile Community Association. She would like to ask Council
to preserve the Sweetgrass Basket Overlay District by not approving
the annexation or rezoning of the 1240 Six Mile Road. She said this
needs to be preserved.
Claudia Mazyck, 1285 Six Mile Road, stated that she is a member
of the CAGE organization (Community Action Group for
Encouragement), and she objects to the R-2 zoning at 1240 Six Mile
Road. She was born and raised in Mount Pleasant and the beauty of
the Town is the space and the atmosphere of the Lowcountry. She said
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we are losing that with all the crowded housing and traffic congestion.
She is not against progress, but we are losing the flavor of our
community. She asked to keep the zoning at R-3.
Nathaniel Hutchinson, 1051 Theodore Road, stated that he owns
the adjacent property next to Items VIII.A.4 and 5, 1065 Theodore
Road, which is behind the new Beehive development tract that began
approximately five years ago. He said there was a strip of land
unclaimed by anyone, which was deeded to him and the property
owners who owned property on that line. His residence at 1051
Theodore Road is in Awendaw; however, the adjacent property at 1065
Theodore Road that he also owns is in the Town of Mount Pleasant.
He would respectfully request that his property at 1051 Theodore Road
be annexed into the Town of Mount Pleasant.
Pearl Ascue, 977 Gadsdenville Road, Awendaw, stated that she
is from the Ten Mile Community, but is here in support of the Seven
Mile Community (CAGE) group regarding the rezoning. Settlement
Communities in the East Cooper area are different and have their own
vision of what these communities should look like. This property has
been zoned under the comprehensive plan and it is her opinion as well
as those in the Six and Seven Mile Community to leave the zoning on
this property (1240 Six Mile Road), as it is now.
Michael Novielli, 221 Bayfront Drive, stated that he would like to
discuss the information being reported to the public regarding COVID19. At last month’s Town Council meeting, a medical community
(MUSC) representative updated Council. He questioned deaths
related to COVID-19 being reported when they were not the actual
cause of death. He asked when this became the reporting standard for
pandemics? He asked why it is so difficult to obtain information from
DHEC?
Jennifer Hightower, 1277 Chuck Dawley Blvd., stated that she is
with Dominion Energy, South Carolina. She said there is a rezoning
request before Council this evening. Their Operations team is present
to answer any questions. She said they are not proposing any changes
to the usage of the property.
Richard Habersham, 2938 Bennett Charles Road, stated that he
would like to address 1240 Six Mile Road. He is not trying to stop the
proposal; however, the Town already has an issue with buildout. He
said changing the zoning on this property will add more houses and
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create a problem. He said additionally, there is the traffic issue, which
the Town already has. He said the density should be kept down.
Marcus McDonald, 63-B Ash Street, stated that he is here in
support of the Six Mile Community and the Sweetgrass Basket Overlay
District. He said black lives and black culture matters and black houses
matter as well as their environment. He said between 1910 and 1997,
black Americans lost 90% of their farmland. He said we must listen to
the Six Mile Community and those that live in those districts.
Chris Donato, 1250 Fairmont Avenue, stated that he is the
engineering representative for the Watts family and is here for
annexation and zoning. He added that this is an existing development.
They would like to join the Town, pay their taxes, and put 30% of their
site as open space, because currently, there is zero. They would like
to pay the impact fees for the homes they build, remove the septic
tanks that are currently servicing the thirty-one properties, add gravity
sewer, pay MPW impact fees, and beautify that section of Six Mile
roadway. They would like to do this and not increase the lot count and
only maintain what is there now. He believes it is an incredible
opportunity for the Town. The requested R-2 zoning has a 30% open
space requirement; however, the Sweetgrass Basket Overlay only has
a 20% open space requirement.
George Freeman, Director of Community Activities for CAGE
(Community Action Group for Encouragement). Before 1994, spot
zoning was out of control in the state and the county. He said during
that time, the Town placed a dump in the Six Mile Community and the
county approved three trailer parks. He said the dump still exists, but
two of the trailer parks are gone and replaced with appropriate zoning.
He said the third trailer park will be gone soon; however, the owner is
requesting a non-conforming R-2 spot zoning. He said the residents of
Six Mile Community and the residents of the Town of Mount Pleasant
via the comprehensive plan agree that Community Conservation is the
appropriate zoning for this location. He asked Council to respect the
will of the people and deny this zoning request. Community
Conservation zoning protects the community and the trees.
Linda Balzac, 422 Hobcaw Drive, stated that she is present
regarding the Old Historic District homes that will be voted on this
evening. She said two were removed from the historic district at the
Planning Committee meeting in February. She said there are two
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houses on the list that should not be considered historic: 704 Pitt Street
and 826 Pitt Street.
Edward Lee, 158 6th Avenue, Scanlonville, stated that he was
involved in the comprehensive plan efforts for decades. He said the
settlement communities were always considered for protection and
preservation. He said the change in zoning for the Six Mile property
will be a threat to the Six Mile community. He hopes Council will
respect their wishes.
Kevin Cunnane, 3032 River Vista Way, stated that he submits
Freedom of Information Requests (FOIA) to the Town frequently. He
said sometimes he receives mundane information; however, other
times, he gets roadblocked. He said they are for simple things. He said
Council does nothing about it.
Marilee Waters, 771 Long Point Road, Snowden, stated that she
is the president of the Snowden Community Civic Association. She is
here in support of the Six Mile Community to protect the settlement
community, the character and way of life. She said the Sweetgrass
Overlay also had the intent to preserve the settlement communities.
She said it is about trust and preservation and listening to the needs of
these communities.
Lewis Jefferson, 1128 McKnight Road in the Seven Mile
Community, stated that he would like to ask Council to consider
denying the request for items VIII.A.7 and 8.
Denise Theriault, 1324 Bluebird Drive, stated that she would like
to address VIII.A.6, which is 1277 Chuck Dawley Road rezoning to PI2 from AB. She said it has been a lay down yard for a long time already.
She is, however, worried about what PI-2 zoning will mean for the
future use of this land. She was unaware of this request to rezone;
however, if approved this evening, she will return with neighbors who
live nearby.
Mamie Rudy, 1232 Melvin Bennett, stated that she supports the
Six Mile Community 100%. She said that she is here to oppose the
rezoning of 1277 Chuck Dawley. She said it is right next to her
neighborhood. She said they attended multiple meetings to oppose
1236 Melvin Bennett which is adjacent to her property and Council
rezoned it from R1 to AB. She said the developer said he would do
what he promised, but only cared about rezoning and making money.
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She said 1277 Chuck Dawley is right in the heart of a residential
community.
VII.

CONSENT AGENDA ITEMS
Mr. Rambo moved for approval of all consent agenda items;
seconded by Mr. Chapman. All present voted in favor.
A. Final Reading: An Ordinance providing for the annexation of an
approximately 1.0 acre tract of land located at 1619 Highway 41
and depicted on a plat recorded by the Charleston County ROD
Office in Plat Book AB, Page 43. (Ord. No. 21001)

This Ordinance SIGNED, SEALED and DELIVERED this date.
B. Final Reading: An Ordinance to amend Section 156.325 of
Chapter 156, Zoning Code, of the Mount Pleasant Code of
Ordinances pertaining to the Principal Use Table.
(Ord. No.
21003)

This Ordinance SIGNED, SEALED and DELIVERED this date.
C. Final Reading: An Ordinance to provide for the issuance and sale
of not exceeding Ten Million Fifty Thousand Dollars ($10,050,000)
aggregate principal amount of General Obligation Bonds of the
Town of Mount Pleasant, South Carolina, to prescribe the purposes
for which the proceeds shall be expended, to provide for the
payment thereof, and to provide for other matters relating thereto.
(Ord. No. 21004)

This Ordinance SIGNED, SEALED and DELIVERED this date.
D. Final Reading: An Ordinance authorizing and approving a Grant
of Perpetual Easement to the Mount Pleasant Waterworks, relative
to the Thomasena Stokes-Marshall Senior Services Center. (Ord.
No. 21005)

This Ordinance SIGNED, SEALED and DELIVERED this date.
E. Final Reading: An Ordinance authorizing a Conveyance by Deed
of surplus right of way totaling .14 acres to the Patriots Point
Development Authority. (Ord. No. 21006)

This Ordinance SIGNED, SEALED and DELIVERED this date.
VIII.

PLANNING
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A. NEW BUSINESS
Michelle Reed, Planning Director, joined Town Council via
teleconference.
1.

Adoption: A Resolution providing for additions to this list
of Historic Properties and Structures located in the Old Village
Historic District. (R.21011)
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Mr. Rambo moved for approval; seconded by Ms. Whitley.
Mr. Rambo moved to amend item VIII.A.1 by removing all
five of the properties who objected, to include: 704 Pitt Street,
826 Pitt Street, 503 Pitt Street, 740 Pitt Street, and 627 Pitt
Street; seconded by Mr. Santos
Council members continued discussions.
Ms. Corley, Ms. Landing, Mr. Santos, and Mr. Rambo were
in favor.
Ms. Whitley, Mr. Chapman, Ms. Hyatt, Mr. O’Rourke, and
Mayor Haynie were opposed.
Motion to amend fails 4-5.
Ms. Whitley moved to amend the Resolution to remove the
two properties that Planning Committee referenced, which are
704 Pitt Street and 826 Pitt Street; seconded by Ms. Corley. All
present voted in favor.
Mr. Santos and Mr. Rambo were opposed to the approval
of the amended Resolution; all others present voted in favor.
Motion to approve the amended Resolution carries 7-2.
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2.

First Reading: An Ordinance to amend Sections 156.140156.142 of Chapter 156, Zoning Code, of the Mount Pleasant
Code of Ordinances pertaining to Nonconforming Lots,
Structures and Uses. (Ord. No. 21007)
Planning Director, Michele Reed, reviewed the changes with
Council.
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Mr. Chapman moved for approval; seconded by Ms.
Whitley.
Mr. Chapman commended Mr. Rambo, Town for bringing this
to the attention of the Town. He stated that Town staff and the
Planning Commission did a commendable job coming up with
this proposal.
(Mr. O’Rourke departed the meeting at 7:12 p.m.)
All present voted in favor. (Mr. O’Rourke was not present
for the vote). Motion carries 8-0-1.
3.

First Reading: An Ordinance providing for the annexation
of an approximately 1.0 acre tract of land located at 3804
Gardenhill Road and depicted on a plat recorded by the
Charleston County ROD Office in Plat Book CC, Page 6. (Ord.
No. 21008)
Ms. Whitley moved for approval; seconded by Mr.
Chapman.
(Mr. O’Rourke returned to the meeting at 7:13 p.m.)
Planning Director, Michele Reed, stated that the applicant
requested to withdraw at this time to explore other options.
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Ms. Whitley withdrew her motion; Mr. Chapman withdrew
his second.
4.

First Reading: An Ordinance providing for the annexation
of an approximately 0.8 acre tract of land located at 1051
Theodore Road and depicted on a plat recorded by the
Charleston County ROD Office in Plat Book CC, Page 121.
(Ord. No. 21009)
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Ms. Whitley moved for approval; seconded by Mr.
Chapman. All present voted in favor.
5. First Reading: An Ordinance to zone R-4 Medium Density
Residential District, an approximately 0.80 acre tract of land
located at 1051 Theodore Road and depicted on a plat
recorded by the Charleston County ROD Office in Plat Book
CC, Page 121. (Ord. No. 21010)
Mr. Chapman moved for approval; seconded by Ms.
Whitley.
Council had discussions on the R-4 Medium Density
Residential District zoning being requested.
Mr. Chapman and Ms. Whitley were in favor.
Ms. Corley, Ms. Hyatt, Ms. Landing, Mr. O’Rourke, Mr. Rambo,
Mr. Santos, and Mayor Haynie were opposed. Motion to
approve fails 2-7.
6.

First Reading: An Ordinance to rezone from AB, Areawide
Business District, to PI-2, Public Institutional-2 District, an
approximately 4.7 acre tract of land located at 1277 Chuck
Dawley Boulevard and identified by TMS No. 560-01-00-002.
Parcel is to remain in the Boulevard Overlay District. (Ord. No.
21011)
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Mr. Chapman moved for approval; seconded by Ms.
Whitley.
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Council continued discussions on the zoning request.
Ms. Corley, Ms. Landing, Mr. O’Rourke, Ms. Whitley, Mr.
Chapman, and Mayor Haynie were in favor.
Ms. Hyatt, Mr. Rambo, and Mr. Santos were opposed.
Motion to approve carries 6-3.
7.

First Reading: An Ordinance providing for the annexation
of an approximately 11.54 acre tract of land located at 1240 Six
Mile Road and depicted as Lot 24 on a plat recorded by the
Charleston County ROD Office in Plat Book W, Page 115.
(Ord. No. 21012)
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Mr. Rambo moved for approval of item VIII.A.7; seconded
by Ms. Whitley. All present voted in favor.
8. First Reading: An Ordinance to zone R-2 Medium Density
Residential District, an approximately 11.54 acre tract of land
located at 1240 Six Mile Road and depicted as Lot 24 on a plat
recorded by the Charleston County ROD Office in Plat Book W,
Page 115. (Ord. No. 21013)
Ms. Whitley moved to deny; seconded by Mr. O’Rourke.
Ms. Hyatt, Ms. Landing, Mr. O’Rourke, Mr. Santos. Ms.
Whitley, Mr. Chapman, and Mayor Haynie were in favor of
denial.
Mr. Rambo and Ms. Corley were opposed.
Motion to deny carries 7-2.
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B.

OLD BUSINESS
Final Reading: An Ordinance to amend the North Point
PD, Planned Development District Ordinance, by creating
Permitted Uses and Zoning Standards according to the current
Land Use and amending the Official North Point Zoning Map to
do the same. (Ord. No. 21002)
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Mr. Rambo moved for approval; seconded by Mr.
Chapman.
Ms. Reed stated that this was moved from a consent
agenda item to Planning, Old Business, as staff wished to
make a minor amendment prior to final reading. She said there
was a slight mapping error where some duplexes were
missing. She said staff would like to amend the map and text
to include the yellow portion which is R-3 which is the only
zoning district that permits duplexes. She said what there is
currently is a planned development full of public institutional,
single family detached, townhouses, office professional and
duplexes, so the text has been added.
Ms. Whitley moved to amend the ordinance as stated by
Ms. Reed; seconded by Mr. Rambo.
All present voted in favor of the amendment.
All present voted in favor of the amended ordinance.

This Ordinance SIGNED, SEALED and DELIVERED this date.
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IX.

COMMITTEE ACTION ITEMS
A.

Finance Committee
Approval to accept the results of the fiscal year 2020
independent audit
Mr. O’Rourke put this in the form of a motion; seconded by
Mr. Chapman. All present voted in favor.

B.

Recreation Committee
Discussion and possible action to rename Recreation Way to
Ben Marino Way
Mr. Santos moved for approval; seconded by Mr. Rambo.
All present voted in favor.

X.

COUNCIL BUSINESS
A. New Business
1.

First Reading: An Ordinance to amend the Budget for the
Town of Mount Pleasant, SC, for the Fiscal Year Commencing
July 1, 2020, and ending in June 30, 2021. (Ord. No. 21014)
Ms. Cotov, Chief Financial Officer, reviewed the amended
budget with Council.
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Ms. Landing moved for first reading; seconded by Ms.
Whitley.
Mr. Chapman stated that the budget needs to include a
drainage component to cover the rest of the Town. He said $10
million is being spent in the Old Village. He suggested that this
be done by having a drainage crew, appropriate equipment,
and a truck. He said it was estimated to cost $207,000 and he
would like to add this as another amendment to the budget to
be discussed prior to second reading.
Mr. O’Rourke stated that rather than make an amendment,
Council is able to approve first reading this evening and then
can bring this item to the Finance Committee in March.
Mr. Pagliarini stated that no amendments can be made at First
Reading.
All present voted in favor.
2.

First Reading: An Ordinance to amend Chapter 41 of the
Mount Pleasant Code of Ordinances entitled Civil Emergencies.
(Ord. No. 21015)
Mr. Rambo moved for approval; seconded by Mr.
Chapman.
Council continued discussions regarding this issue.
Mr. Chapman and Ms. Corley were opposed. All others
present voted in favor. Motion to approve carried 7-2.

3.

First Reading: An Ordinance to provide for a moratorium
on certain Multi-Family structures. (Ord. No. 21016)
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Mr. Rambo moved for approval; second by Ms. Corley.
Council continued discussions.
Ms. Landing was opposed. Al others present voted in favor.
Motion to approve carries 8-1.
4. Executive Session – legal advice related to multi-family housing
moratorium.
There was no need to go into executive session for this item.
5.

Post Executive Session
Council may take action on any item, including any subsection
of any section, listed on an executive session agenda or
discussed in an executive session during a properly noticed
meeting.

B.

Old Business
There is no Council Old Business.

C. Executive Session
Ms. Whitley moved to adjourn into executive session;
seconded by Mr. Chapman. All present voted in favor.
Council adjourned into executive session at 8:40 p.m.
Council reconvened at 8:47 p.m.
Mayor Haynie declared that no action was taken and no votes
were cast in executive session.
Personnel
Consideration of applications to serve on the Historic
District Preservation Commission
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Mr. Chapman moved to reappoint Corey Barber to
Seat #1 on the Historic District Preservation
Commission; seconded by Mr. Rambo. All present
voted in favor.
Ms. Whitley moved to appoint Ms. Anne Shaw to
Seat #2 on the Historic District Preservation
Commission; seconded by Mr. Chapman. All present
voted in favor.
D. Post Executive Session
Council may take action on any item, including any subsection
of any section, listed on an executive session agenda, or
discussed in an executive session during a properly noticed
meeting.
XI.

ADJOURN
There being no further business, Council adjourned at 8:48 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,
Barbara Ashe MacDonald
February 9, 2021

Page 64 of 64

