TOWN OF MOUNT PLEASANT, SOUTH CAROLINA
ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE
Monday, February 1, 2021
Municipal Complex, Council Chambers
100 Ann Edwards Lane, Mount Pleasant, SC 29464
MINUTES
Members Present:

Kathy Landing, Chair; Laura Hyatt, and Tom
O’Rourke

Absent:

Rick Crosby (MPW)

Staff Present:

Eric DeMoura, Town Administrator; and Christiane
Farrell, Assistant Town Administrator

1. Call to order
Ms. Landing called the meeting to order at 10:02 a.m.
2. Approval of Minutes from the January 4, 2021 joint meeting of the
Economic Development Committee and the Flood Resilience
Committee
Mr. O’Rourke moved for approval; seconded by Ms. Hyatt. All
present voted in favor.
3.

Public Comments
[None]

4.

Discussion of great communities attract great businesses –
community building activities for 2021
Ms. Landing stated that business owners wish to bring business where
they love to live. She said there are plenty of examples of this right here
in Mount Pleasant. She asked how to maintain the hometown feel even
after this Town has grown to 93,000 residents. She said the more we
can do to make this Town the best place to live, the more businesses
will desire to move here, bringing great jobs and services. She stated
that she has three ideas that she would like to move forward on.
1. Ms. Landing said she brought this up several years ago after first
coming onto to Council. She brought up an alternative plan during

Economic Development Committee
February 1, 2021
Page 2 of 7

the plastics ban ordinance. She suggested getting the whole
community involved in an environmentally sound project and
create awareness. She said the idea was to have a reusable bag
that is designed for Mount Pleasant where anyone in the
community would be able to submit a design to the Town without
cost. The design would be reviewed by staff and the top five would
be selected and have it be an online vote from the community. Too
many trees are being destroyed with the paper bags, so this would
allow reusable bags to be utilized once again. She said this would
have great community morale. She said the bags could be offered
at grocery stores and be an incentive for businesses signing up
and doing more than the basic ordinance to help the environment.
She said it could also be sold as an inexpensive souvenir and the
funds possibly going to the Tree Bank.
2. Ms. Landing stated that another concern is drainage. She stated
that trees clean the air and help with drainage issues. She
suggested having a special project to have the whole community
plant a tree for every citizen that lives in the Town. She said there
are places in the town that need trees. This is a very low cost
project for any individual that can bring the community together for
a good cause.
3. Ms. Landing said this idea was shared by a resident. She said this
would be a community wide effort led by the Town to honor
Hometown Heroes. She said in honor of our veterans, a citizen
would sponsor a banner for a hometown hero, perhaps in their
own family, and they would be flown similarly to how banners are
displayed at Christmas. She said these would be flown across the
community. She realizes that this would be a great deal of work on
Public Services to hang them for the whole month of November.
She said this is something the Town would be the sponsor and be
community wide.
Mr. O’Rourke stated that these are great ideas but believe it will have
some impact on taxpayer funds. He said they are all worthwhile projects.
He said the banner program would involve Public Services hanging the
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banners. He believes all three projects should be included in the budget
process. He believes there are community groups that would be willing
to do these as a project.
Ms. Hyatt stated that she believes these ideas are positive. She added
that the plastic bag ordinance has not gone well. She is also interested
in bringing awareness to the Tree Bank as well. She said Hurricane
Hugo destroyed many of the trees and a lot were never replanted. She
said she loves all Ms. Landing’s ideas.
Ms. Landing and Mr. DeMoura discussed what it would take to achieve
these goals. Mr. DeMoura requested 30 days to review and come back
to Committee
Mr. O’Rourke stated that the trees are a big solution to the drainage
issues and if there is strategy as well as the environmental aspects this
could go a long way towards drainage issues.
5.

Update on economic development focus areas and target
industries
Ms. Farrell presented the following report on economic development
focus areas and target industries:
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Ms. Farrell stated that the Council on Governments (COG) was recently
awarded a grant and with this grant, they will be participating with the
CRDA (Charleston Regional Development Alliance), as well as with the
Charleston Metro Chamber to begin working on a recovery roadmap;
what makes and keeps Charleston healthy. She said they will begin
revisiting all the clusters. She said there may be an opportunity in the
spring or summer to come to Town Hall and hold a charrette focused on
the East Cooper and Mount Pleasant area
Committee members and staff continued discussions on what attracts
businesses to Mount Pleasant.
6.

Adjourn
There being no further business, Committee adjourned at 10:33 a.m.

Respectfully submitted,
Barbara Ashe MacDonald
February 1, 2021

