MOUNT PLEASANT TOWN COUNCIL
TOWN COUNCIL MEETING
Tuesday, January 14, 2020, 6:00 p.m.
Municipal Complex, Council Chambers
100 Ann Edwards Lane
Mount Pleasant, SC 29464
MINUTES
Mayor Haynie called the Town Council Meeting to order at 6:01 p.m.
Council Members Howard Chapman, Brenda Corley, Laura Hyatt, Kathy
Landing, Tom O’Rourke, Jake Rambo, Gary Santos and Guang Ming Whitley
were present.
I.

PRAYER
Chaplain Rich Robinson led Council in prayer.

II.

PLEDGE
Mayor Pro Tempore Tom O’Rourke led Council in the Pledge of
Allegiance.

III.

APPROVAL OF AGENDA
Mr. Chapman moved for approval; seconded by Ms. Whitley. All
present voted in favor.

IV.

PUBLIC HEARINGS, AWARDS & PRESENTATIONS
A. State of the Town Address (To occur at 7:05 p.m.)
B. Public Hearing: A Public Hearing to receive comment on the
proposed, amended municipal budget for the 2020 fiscal year
which includes new Short Term Rental (STR) application and permit
fees pursuant to the Town’s new Short Term Rental Ordinance

The Short Term Rental application fee is $50 and the permit fee is
$200. The consideration of these fees are included in the proposed
amended budget.

Proposed Amended FY 2020 Budget
General Fund
$
91,754,979
State Accommodations Tax Fund
1,661,607
Capital Fund
159,708,190
Debt Service Fund
9,964,903
Less Interfund Transfers
(25,309,747)
Total Proposed Amended Budget
$ 237,779,932

Interested citizens may view the proposed amended budget at the
Municipal Complex, Office of Administrative Services, 100 Ann
Edwards Lane, Monday through Friday, between the hours of 8:00
a.m. and 4:30 p.m. Its general content is as follows:
Current
Fiscal Year

Amended
Revenue

Percentage
Change In

Current
Fiscal Year

Revenue

FY 2020

Revenue

Millage

$234,658,010

$237,779,932

1.33%

38.1 Mills (operating)
2.9 Mills (debt)

Current
Fiscal Year

Amended
Expenditures

Percentage
Change In

Amended
Millage for

Expenditures

FY 2020

Expenditures

2019-2020

$234,658,010

$237,779,932

1.33%

38.1 Mills (operating)
2.9 Mills (debt)

One mill generates $963,956 as based on the total estimated assessed value of all real and personal properties
within the Town of Mount Pleasant. One mill equals $1.00 per $1,000 of assessed property value.

Mayor Haynie stated that no one has signed up to speak on the
Public Hearing and declared the public hearing closed.
C.

Recognition of Cross Country National Championship Team
Recreation Committee Chairman, Gary Santos, along with Mayor
Haynie and Town Council recognized the Cross Country National
Championship Team. Mr. Santos announced the following:
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The Cross Country team won their 16th State Championship on
November 9th in Aiken, SC winning all 8 age groups. They had 7
individual State Champions: Savannah Hislop, Miles Tonelis, Julia
Goldman, Gabe Hislop, Abby Hanrion, Andrew Rowe, and Nick
Fiorillo.
The team traveled to Tallahassee, Florida for Regionals on
Novenber 23rd competing against Florida, Georgia and SC. They
won 6 age groups (8 and under Girls and Boys, 9-10 Girls and Boys,
11-12 Boys and 13-14 Girls, were 2nd in 11-12 girls and 3rd in 13-14
boys). They won 3 individual races: Savannah Hislop (8 and under
Girls), Miles Tonelis (8 and under Boys) and Gabe Hislop (9-10
Boys).
57 athletes traveled to USATF Junior Olympic XC Nationals on
December 14th in Madison, Wisconsin. They had 6 individual AllAmericans (Top 25): Savannah Hislop, Miles Tonelis, Dylan Johnson,
Ryder Kotz, Gabe Hislop and Nick Fiorillo.
We had 3 teams in the podium:
8 and under Girls 2nd place: Savannah Hislop, Lucy Baxter, Siena
D’Agostino, Olivia Lee, Ada Klick and Ruth Johnson.
8 and under Boys: National Champions
Miles Tonelis, Dylan Johnson, Ryder Kotz, Vinny Cote, Evan
Whichard, Carson Schleier, Landon Howison, Landon Moye,
Maxwell Jordan.
9-10 Boys: National Champions
Gabe Hislop, Beckett Schleier, Drew Butler, Anthony Cote, Zachary
Teachman, Tanner Volkmann, Burket Yaun, Drew Loftis, Tommy
Romano.
9-10 girls just missed the podium at 4th place.
The team had 30 All-Americans, best ever!
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D.

Longevity Awards
Police Chief, Carl Ritchie, along with Mayor Haynie and Town Council
recognized Lieutenant Robert “Chip” Googe, for 25 years of
exceptional service with the Mount Pleasant Police Department.

V.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES FROM THE DECEMBER 10, 2019 TOWN
COUNCIL MEETING, AND THE DECEMBER 2019 FINANCIAL
STATEMENT.
Mr. Rambo moved to approve; seconded by Mr. Chapman. All
present voted in favor.

VI.

PUBLIC COMMENT
Robert J. Timberman, 2142 Gulf Drive, stated that he provided
Council with documents and has lived on Gulf Drive since 1980. He said
he watched Annie Laura Lane be developed. He said Mr. Sanchez’s
grandfather owned most of that area.

He said as seen from the before photo, it became very blighted; with
over 300 tons of trash, and you did not walk up and down that street.
He stated that zoning and other changes that were made when
reviewing the after photo, allowed the improvement of the road with a
new street and new sidewalks. He said there are now several other
developments nearby. He said on this particular tract there are 32
properties. 30 of these properties are already zoned R3, which is 94%
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of the property. He said the request being made is for Mr. Sanchez to
tear down his home and build a home for himself and his son. All Mr.
Sanchez is requesting is to take part in the community that Town
Council helped to create. He said this community was changed and now
these areas can be enjoyed. He said this request is about one residence
that is left to go to an R3 zoning and be able to partake in what was
created.

Robert S. Timberman, 2147 Annie Laura Lane, stated that he is the
contractor that installed all the sidewalks, curbs and gutters and paved
the road. He said he paid for this out of his own pocket and financed
this project personally. He said all the residents on Annie Laura Lane
and Gulf Drive all signed a petition in favor of Mr. Sanchez’s request. He
said he grew up there and is a third generation native in Mount Pleasant
and likes what Mr. Sanchez wishes to accomplish. He said he is in favor
and owns two of the lots on Annie Laura Lane and built three of the
homes there. He said he also put in a new storm water drain, three new
fire hydrants and a water main out of his own pocket and then turned
the road back over to the Town. He said they cleaned this area up and
would like it to continue this way. He said he personally towed, with his
own vehicle, 300 tons of trash out of this area.

Page 5 of 41

Chad Greer, 1606 Marsh Harbor Lane, stated that he is the Athletic
Director at Oceanside Collegiate Academy and thanked the Town for
their partnership. He said they are excited about the new stadium
project at Carolina Park which is adjacent to their property and from the
beginning have discussed continuing to work with the great relationship
they have with the Town to make the best use of their total property
plus the Town’s land to the maximum benefit of the whole community.
He said the partnership they currently enjoy makes it possible for them
to use the Town’s fields for their practice and games and the Town
utilizes their gym and there was police training in their building as well.
He said the next phase of their project is to build a stadium and they
have worked with the Town to come up with what makes economic
sense for both the Town and the school. He said they are hopeful that
the Town will recognize the benefits of going to artificial turf in the
stadium versus grass and follow suit with the Citadel who just
announced that they are replacing their grass with turf, Charleston
Southern, Charleston County at their multi-purpose stadium, the newly
announced Berkeley-Hanahan partnership at their rectangle
multipurpose field and Beaufort County who passed a $6 million bond
to replace every high school rectangle field with turf. He said the
benefits of this is the availability of 12 months of usage. He said that
turf is the best solution for the stadium.
Marvin Arnsdorf, 3548 Henrietta Hartford Road, stated that he is
the Chairman of the Board for Oceanside Collegiate Academy and is
here representing the 1,400 parents and the 100 voting students at
Oceanside. He described the mission of the school and stated that
participation in sports provides the opportunity to develop selfdiscipline, leadership skills, loyalty to their team and to the community.
He stated that currently, their teams must travel off campus to practice
and compete, as they do not have their own fields. He said although
Oceanside is a State Public High School, they do not receive any
assistance from the state or the county to build their school or athletic
facilities. He said they have not been granted access to any of the
county high school facilities that they as taxpayers, have paid for. He
said they are looking for a creative win-win shared use scenario where
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they may partner with the Town to create a premier location to host
competitive events, camps, clinics and provide the opportunity for fans
to enjoy this together and promote their passion.
Mark Meyer, 2512 Charter Oaks Drive, stated that he is the Youth
Travel Soccer Coach and has been doing this for 27 years. He would like
to ask for consideration for artificial turf for the stadium at OCA and
possibly other fields in the area. He said Carolina Park, Park West and
Patriots Point close on December 6th for over-seeding and general
upkeep. He said there are not enough grass fields and the players lose
three months per year for every field, because of maintenance. He
coaches all over and sees premier facilities with many being turf. He
said there are a number of tournaments that are played in Mount
Pleasant and the economic impact of a 300 team tournament is
staggering. He said those numbers are dwindling, because the fields
may be muddy or not in shape for playing because they are grass fields.
Ralph Lundy, 3134 Ball Court, stated that we can build facilities and
fields or we can build jails. He is living proof. He said we have a shortage
of fields in Mount Pleasant. He said he would like to see the youth on
the fields playing ball. He said for all the organizations that would like
to use rectangle fields in Mount Pleasant, there is a shortage. He said
we are growing and so are the youth that wish to play ball. He said the
youth all over the world are playing on artificial turf fields. He said if it
rains, they can still play ball on turf fields. He said we need to take care
of the youth and build facilities to keep them involved in positive
activities.
Geer Hanlon, 3865 Fifle Street, stated that he runs a youth lacrosse
club in the Town and they are really struggling to find available fields,
along with many others who run club teams in the area. They
understand that the Town’s programs take precedence; however, it is
difficult vying for the same fields. He said there is evidence that turf
fields do not cause cancer, which has been a concern of some residents.
He said they travel to tournaments all over the country and play on turf
fields. There are no rainouts. He said the other components that soccer
has is in order to run a tournament, you need to have a certain number
Page 7 of 41

of turf fields within your tournament. He said the Town is at a deficit
with fields and it will only increase the level of competition and play for
the residents that reside here and those who wish to move here.
Wendy Bauerschmidt, 1320 Woodlake Court, stated that tonight
Council is considering lifting the match requirement for the funding for
Housing for All and would urge Council to allow this. She thanked the
Planning Committee of Council for making the recommendation and
the Finance Committee for recommending approval that funding will
allow them to fund operations in order to focus on projects and grant
applications, because after one year, they are now grant eligible. She
thanked Council for their support to continue on this important mission.
Nicholas Christ, 725 Coleman Boulevard, stated that he traveled to
California last year and observed many of their facilities on the west
coast. He said they have an active adult workout area that he has never
seen here. He said he went under the Ravenel Bridge and realized there
was a significant amount of space and he began considering how an
adult fitness park could fit there. He would also like to build something
suitable there for the entire community. He spoke with Councilmen
Gary Santos and Jake Rambo and he put a presentation together to
show Town Council. He stated that in Tampa, Florida, they took the
underside of a bridge and retrofitted it for a fenced in dog park, while
their owners participate in yoga, calisthenics, and various other
activities.
Joseph Sanchez, 2161 Annie Laura Lane, stated that he is here to
discuss his property being subdivided and annexed into to the Town. He
said everyone on his street support the annexation into the Town as
well as the zoning to R3. He said he has provided Council with twenty
letters of acceptance from members of the community. He said most of
the lots are already R3 and he does not know why there is an issue. He
said this past summer the residents at 2183 proposed the same request.
He said a precedent was set when that family was allowed to join into
the Town and he is only asking for the same. He said when he purchased
this property from his grandparents in 1983, it was an undeveloped dirt
road.
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Kelsey Futeral, 839 Law Lane, stated that she would like to thank
Council for considering improvements to the animal welfare ordinances
in the Town. She said this will do two things; protect animals and the
community from dogs who live on chains. It defines what is humane
restraints for dogs in our community. She said it also provides a stronger
definition of shelter so that both dog owners and law enforcement
know what to expect when providing shelter from the elements for
animals. She said the second thing this proposed ordinance does is
provide civil liability protection to good Samaritans and first responders
who act under a reasonable belief that an animal locked in a car is under
eminent threat of physical harm or death. She said it would require
individuals to follow certain protocols in order to act to protect the
animal that would insulate them from civil liability. She asked that
Council support these changes.
Richard Sullivan, 3482 Toomer Kiln Circle, stated that he is a youth
coach in baseball and the father of two athletes. He said they travel all
over the country and as a parent and coach of this community, he sees
every major facility going to artificial turf. He said the expense up front
is great; however this turf lasts for 15 to 20 years. He said the Mount
Pleasant parents have asked why the Town does not have turf fields. He
said he is here tonight to express his support for turf fields.
George Freeman, 1450 Bowman Road, stated that he is the Director
of Community Activity for CAGE (Community Action Group for
Encouragement), and is here this evening along with members of the
community to request denial of the rezoning of 2164 Annie Laura Lane.
He has addressed the Planning Commission and the Planning
Committee and both have denied this request. They are here this
evening to make it official as a community. He said if they are allowed
to continue to rezone, this will eventually destroy the overlay district.
He said there are others in the community who own one and two acres
of land and if they rezone, then there will be an additional six houses.
He said he hopes Council will understand that the residents of the
Sweetgrass Basket Overlay do not support a rezoning.
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Thomasena Stokes Marshall, Lily and Rebecca Lane, stated that she
is here representing Housing for All Mount Pleasant. She provided a
brief history of the start of Housing for All to date. She said there are
currently 12 or 13 members who serve on this board and they have
become a 501c3 and are applying for funds that will help them to
address the needs for Affordable Housing. She said affordable housing
is needed by a number of people in different categories, such as
teachers, local business, restaurants, hospitals, students, senior citizens
and Town employees who have to travel from out of Mount Pleasant.
She said all this adds to the traffic, because Mount Pleasant employees
cannot afford to live in the Town where they work. The same goes for
teachers and others who must travel to the Town. She would like to
appeal to the Town to recognize the need for affordable housing. She
said there are several developers who have agreed to collaborate with
them to address this need and ask Council for consideration to bring
about the reality of affordable housing in the Town.
Alicia Kitchener, 2152 Gulf Drive, stated that she is a life-long
resident of the Town and has lived on Gulf Drive most of her life. She is
in favor of the rezoning of 2161 Annie Laura Lane.
Routt Reigart, 812 Harbor Watch Court, stated that he has 50 years
of experience in pediatrics at the Medical University of South Carolina.
He worked closely with an organization that recently assisted New York
City in converting playing fields back from plastic turf to natural turf. He
feels that children and adolescents should never play on plastic fields.
He said there are multiple adverse physical effects, such as increased
rates of knee and ankle injuries, turf toe, abrasions of the skin, and heat
injury, especially in South Carolina. He added that when it is 90 degrees
outside a plastic field goes up to 150 to 180 degrees which puts children
at risk for heat injuries from a variety of sources. He said there are also
infections, partially because of the abrasions that occur on the fields,
and there is a risk of skin infections, particularly MRSA infections, which
are potentially life threatening. He added that they are chemical
injuries. He said the infield has shown to be toxic in many cases and the
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disinfectants needed to care for them are also toxic to children. He
added that no child should ever be on a plastic field.
Pat Sullivan, 1002 Plantation Court, stated that last January at the
annual retreat, Council held a visioning session for what Council would
like the Town to look and be like. She said she made notes and has
provided Council with the highlights. She believes Council will agree
with most of these ideas. She said now Council has a chance at the
visioning because they are beginning to review and address the new 10
year comprehensive plan. There are so many great ideas for the future
in this plan. These ideas not only come from the comprehensive plan
forum members, but from the Planning Commission and thousands of
Town of Mount Pleasant citizens who attended multiple open houses
and took online surveys to document their feedback. She said what she
has heard over and over since attending Town Council and Committee
meetings, is that the Town does not have the funding for many of the
great ideas. She said that what she is asking Council this evening is to
find ways to make the new comprehensive plan a reality.
Margaret Kelly, 715 Mildenhall Road, stated she is here to inform
Council about Open Carry legislation that is currently in the State House.
She said she is with a group called Arm in Arm which is a non-profit that
formed after the Emanuel incident, composed of gun-owners and nongun-owners. The bill would make lawful, public open carry with no
permit or fingerprint check, no training on weapon use or safety, no
education on state or federal firearm law. She said it would also drop
the current requirement for permit to carry concealed and allow nonresidents to do the same. She said this concerns them greatly and is
opposed by the South Carolina Police Chiefs Association, opposed by
Chief Keel of SLED, and they have been working closely with domestic
violence groups and faith coalitions. She said when Council is working
on their various Committees, what impact would open carry have in
Mount Pleasant. She said they recently received a response from the
Municipal Association of South Carolina and asked Council members to
please mention this while at the MASC conference.
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Mayor Haynie called for a recess at 6:55 p.m. until 7:05 p.m. when
he will give the State of the Town address.
Mayor Pro Tempore, Tom O’Rourke reconvened the meeting at
7:05 p.m.
Mayor Haynie presented the 2020 State of the Town Address.
Mayor Haynie called for a short recess at 7:20 p.m. and reconvened
the Council meeting at 7:27 p.m.
VII.

CONSENT AGENDA ITEMS
There are no Consent Agenda items.

VIII.

PLANNING
Planning Committee Minutes
Planning Commission Minutes
A. NEW BUSINESS
1.

First Reading: An Ordinance providing for the annexation of
an approximately 0.34 acre tract of land located at 2161 Annie
Laura Lane. (Ord. No. 20001)
Ms. Canon stated that the first request is to annex and zone a
property at 2161 Annie Laura Lane. She stated that this property
is currently in the County and in the Mount Pleasant Overlay
district and also the underlying zoning in the County is S3, which
is a Special Management 3 district which is similar to the Town’s
Community Conservation zoning.
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Mr. Santos moved to approve; seconded by Mr. Chapman.
Mayor Haynie stated that he will be opposing this which is not
based on the application but because certain values of homes
cost the taxpayers and the treasury more than what they deliver
in tax revenues. He said the piecemeal annexation of properties
may be to the benefit of a new annexation, but to the detriment
of the rest of the taxpayers. He said there needs to be a more
comprehensive approach.
Ms. Whitley, Ms. Hyatt, Ms. Corley and Mayor Haynie were
opposed. Mr. Chapman, Ms. Landing, Mr. O’Rourke, Mr. Rambo
and Mr. Santos were in favor. Motion to approve carries 5-4.
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2.

First Reading: An Ordinance to zone R-3, Medium Density
Residential District, an approximately 0.34 acre tract of land
located at 2161 Annie Laura Lane. Property is not proposed to
be included in the SB-OD, Sweetgrass Basket Overlay District.
(Ord. No. 20002)
Ms. Canon stated that the second portion of this is to request an
R3 zoning district. She said the comprehensive plan calls for
community conservation, so if it were automatically annexed
into the Town, it would be assigned Community Conservation
and the Overlay would not automatically be applied, so they
would be required to be included in the Overlay District. She said
this request is to bring the subject parcel in, zone it R3 which is
in character with the other parcels shown in brown in the zoning
map.
Mr. Rambo moved to approve; seconded by Mr. Chapman.
Mr. Chapman stated that there are before and after pictures of
this neighborhood and a number of improvements were done.
He said he sat on the Planning Commission when a presentation
was made about cleaning up the neighborhood and improving a
number of lots on the far end of Gulf Drive which did not
connect at that time with Annie Laura Lane. He said they
recognized that this was not an ideal place as it existed but it
could be made an ideal place although it is relatively close to the
Town’s Public Services site. He said there are issues living next to
a Public Works site that have all of the refuse trucks being
cleaned and brought in on a daily basis. He said the property
owners took a chance to improve a part of a neighborhood,
because this was in a conservation district and similar to some of
the areas which the Town calls settlement communities. He said
people want to bring in their families to live on larger lots and
Mr. Sanchez wishes to do so on this site. He said there are new
sidewalks, new waterlines and how substantially improved the
area currently is. He said this request is simply another piece of
this and 94 properties in the area have already been annexed
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into the Town and the process should continue to make this part
of Mount Pleasant and no longer be a donut hole.
Mr. Rambo stated that the illustrations show how many
properties along Annie Laura Lane currently have the R3
residential zoning. He said you cannot single out one parcel. He
understands the need for community conservation and at some
point, they should have a stopping point. He said this whole
street is already this way.
Ms. Landing stated that we would like to bring as much property
into the Town as possible, because good things come from this.
She does not believe that this one resident should be penalized
for what could happen down the road.
Mayor Haynie stated that the Town is facing the stark reality of
what it costs to provide services to single family residential and
will look closely at this during the Budget Committee meeting
tomorrow. He said if homes of this value cost the Town more in
services than they bring in, when this property is subdivided,
then it is doubled. He realizes these are hard decisions.
Ms. Whitley, Ms. Corley, Ms. Hyatt and Mayor Haynie were
opposed. Ms. Landing, Mr. O’Rourke, Mr. Rambo, Mr. Santos
and Mr. Chapman were in favor. Motion to approve carries 5-4.
3.

First Reading: An Ordinance to amend the Gregorie Ferry
Landing PD-MU-SR, Planned Development-Mixed Use SuburbanRural District, (Ordinance No. 06082, as amended), by reducing
the amount of commercial square footage by 23,000 sf and
increasing the allowable density from 12 units an acre to 12.18
units per acre through the increase of an additional 42 multifamily units to be utilized in its entirety for workforce housing.
Amendment pertains to a parcel located on Winnowing Way
near its intersection with Gregorie Ferry Road. TMS No. 580-0000-013. (Ord. No. 20003)
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Ms. Whitley moved to approve; seconded by Mr. Chapman.
Mayor Haynie stated that this involved the Affordable Housing
Workforce Housing development.
Mr. Santos stated that the last Workforce Housing Affordable
Housing that was approved was only to remain for ten years,
then it could go back on the market. He believes this project is
for 80 years.
Ms. Whitley said that it is for 75 years.
Mr. Chapman stated that this is a great project for the Town and
one of the items he ran his campaign on. He said this is very
important to the Town. He would like to point out that part of
the Highway 41 project will be coming right by this
development. He said they made sure that when working with
the developers and their consultants that this is taken into
account, because 90 feet of right-of way will be required. He
said Workforce Housing is critical; however, Highway 41 is very
critical and the Town needs to make sure that everything has
been done to protect Highway 41. He said secondly, he would
like to suggest having 30 feet of property on the frontage for the
Highway 41 improvements. He would like to request one other
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issue which is, that during construction, to get the 30 feet
donated.
Ms. Landing stated that she is also excited about this property,
which this Council started.
Mr. O’Rourke stated that it is important to recognize Tony Berry
who is present this evening as the individual who had the first
vision of doing this project, knowing it was a tremendous need
of the Town.
Mayor Haynie stated that he was on the site and had a number
of questions. He said more importantly, this can be repeated
elsewhere in the Town. All his questions were answered.
All present voted in favor.
4.

First Reading: An Ordinance to rezone from R-1, Low
Density Residential District, to CC, Community Conservation
District, an approximately 0.40 acre tract of land comprised of
two parcels, located at 3635 and 3637 Marginal Road. (Ord. No.
20004)

Page 24 of 41

Page 25 of 41

Page 26 of 41

Page 27 of 41

Mr. Chapman moved for approval; seconded by Ms. Corley.
All present voted in favor.
5.

First Reading: An Ordinance to amend Section
156.201(I)(2)(C), of Chapter 156 Zoning Code, of the Mount
Pleasant Code of Ordinances pertaining to the Vision Corridor
provision of the Critical Line Buffer. Proposed changes include
language clarifying that the Vision Corridor provision applies to
properties where a Critical Line Buffer has been established;
clearing can potentially occur for the benefit of an adjoining
property owner, given the property owner provides consent;
the 33 percent clearing requirement can be incremental if
consistent with defined guidelines; and how the Critical Line
Buffer and Vision Corridor is measured. (Ord. No. 20005)
Ms. Cannon explained to Council the proposed text amendment
changes to the zoning code.
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Mr. Rambo moved to approve; seconded by Ms. Whitley.
Mr. Chapman stated that there is a letter objecting to this item
which was sent to all of Council. He said there were good
arguments. He said he would like to have staff comments to the
letter.
Mr. Ulma stated that the question was whether or not today’s
method should be changed to measuring area versus length
which would allow more clearing. He said staff showed Council
the example specifically on a lot. He stated that it is the same
vision corridor and the amount of clearing would not differ. He
said on the later example where it becomes more complicated,
staff still believes that the way they have been applying the
distance and then using area, would be the same result. He said
from lot to lot to lot, the vision corridor area can be different. He
said they will not be uniform, but staff’s belief is that the
method is simpler to administer and clearer yielding the same
results.
Ms. Hyatt stated that there was discussion at Committee of
what would be allowed to be cut and what would be saved.
Mr. Ulma stated that there are limits on the nature of the trees
themselves. Within the vision corridor, there are limits on what
can be cut and removed and there are also requirements for
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retaining stumps. Allowing for a balance for someone wanting a
view but also looking out for the natural environment as well. He
said the ordinance specifies those same things.
Mr. Rambo asked if there is freedom in the language about
invasive species of plants.
Mr. Ulma stated not at this time in this particular language. He
said this was something that was raised by the Planning
Commission and staff will do a follow up text amendment to
focus specifically on vines and invasive plants and how they are
dealt with.
All present voted in favor.
6.

Approval of Request by Legacy Patriots Point, LLC for a One
Year Extension of Vested Rights
Ms. Whitley moved for approval; seconded by Mr. Chapman.
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Ms. Whitley stated that under state law the applicant has a right
for one year renewals and this is one of them. She said Town
Council is required to approve, unless there is an ordinance
change.
Mayor Haynie stated that this is subject to a vote.
Mr. Rambo asked why this is voted on when state law requires
Council to approve it.
Mr. Ulma stated that it is because it is within the ordinance.
Ms. Whitley stated that if the Town’s ordinances change in a
significant way then Council would have a yes or no vote.
Mr. Ulma stated that it is an odd structure. He said Legacy at
Patriots Point LLC received a one year original extension last
year and nothing has changed in the Town’s ordinances that
would affect the proposed vested development on this site;
therefore, they meet the requirements for obtaining another
one year extension under the series of extensions they may
request.
Mr. Rambo abstained. All others voted in favor. Motion
carries 8-0-1.
B.

OLD BUSINESS
Final Reading: An Ordinance providing for the annexation of an
approximately 0.54 acre tract of land located at 3709 River
Station Court and depicted as Lot 50, Block A on a plat recorded
by the Charleston County ROD Office in Plat Book EA, Page 87.
(Ord. No. 19082)
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Mr. Santos moved for approval; seconded by Mr. Chapman.
All present voted in favor.
This Ordinance SIGNED, SEALED and DELIVERED this date.
IX.

COMMITTEE ACTION ITEMS
A. Finance Committee
1. Approval to remove match requirement for Housing for All –
Mount Pleasant
Mr. Rambo moved to approve; seconded by Ms. Corley.
Mr. Chapman stated that last month the Town had a very
good presentation regarding grants being available for items
such as this through the County. He would like to strongly
encourage Housing for All to make this grant request, and if
they need assistance from the Town that staff provide it. He
said he did not hear that all the funds were allocated. He
believes that this would be an ideal application.
Ms. Landing stated that since Housing for All is a year old now,
it allows them to apply for grants and as discussed in Finance
Committee, Housing for All has done a great job raising funds
but if the match requirement was kept in place, it would slow
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down what they are able to do now which is to move forward
with actual projects.
Mayor Haynie stated that he has been a big proponent of the
match requirement to be a motivator and believes it has
served its purpose and wanted to commend Housing for All
for their progress.
All present voted in favor.
2. Approval of mid-year budget adjustments (See Council New
Business Item X.A.1.)

X.

COUNCIL BUSINESS
A. New Business
1.

First Reading: An Ordinance to amend the Budget for the
Town of Mount Pleasant, SC, for the Fiscal Year commencing
July 1, 2019, and ending June 30, 2020. (Ord. No. 20006)
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Mr. O’Rourke moved to approve the mid-year budget
adjustments; seconded by Ms. Landing.
Mr. Chapman asked if the Town applied to FEMA for Hurricane
Dorian.
Ms. Cotov stated that the Town has and will receive
approximately 75% reimbursement. She said it is the timing of
the reimbursement. She said they have not yet heard from the
state about the 25% match that they may also provide.
All present voted in favor.
2.

First Reading: An Ordinance to amend Sections 90.01 and
90.20 of the Mount Pleasant Code of Ordinances to add new
Section 90.88 related to the humane treatment of animals
(Ord. No. 20007)
Ms. Whitley moved to approve; seconded by Mr. Santos. All
present voted in favor.

3.

First Reading: An Ordinance to add new Section 32.15 to
the Mount Pleasant Code of Ordinances to create a council
standing committee known as the Committee on Flood
Resilience. (Ord. No. 20008)
Ms. Whitley moved to approve; seconded by Mr. Rambo.
Mayor Haynie stated that this Committee will not have a
designated Chair at this point.
All present voted in favor.

4.

Adoption: A Resolution authorizing a Law Enforcement
Assistance and Support Agreement between the City of Goose
Creek Police Department and the Town of Mount Pleasant
Police Department. (R. 20011)
Police Chief Carl Ritchie gave an overview of the Support
Agreement to Town Council.
Ms. Landing moved to approve; seconded by Mr. Chapman.
All present voted in favor.
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5.

Discussion regarding the Town of Mount Pleasant Code of
Conduct for all volunteer Boards and Commissions
Mr. Santos stated that after looking at the ordinance that
Council already passed, what he requested is already included
in that ordinance. Therefore, he does not believe any action
needs to be taken. He stated that 100% of Council has signed
this document. He would like to ask that the Clerk of Council
provide department heads with this form in order to have
those appointed to boards and commissions, sign the form.

B.

Old Business
There is no Council Old Business

C.

Executive Session
Ms. Corley moved to adjourn into executive session for
reasons stated; seconded by Mr. Chapman. All present voted in
favor.
Council adjourned into executive session at 8:09 p.m.
Council reconvened at 9:51 p.m.
Mayor Haynie declared that no action or votes were taken
while in executive session.
1. Legal and Contractual
a. Legal advice related to pending case known as Shem
Creek Development Group, LLC v. The Town of Mount
Pleasant, South Carolina, Case Number 2017-CP-10-5493
b. Legal Advice related to pending case known as Stephen
G. Brock v. Town of Mount Pleasant, Case Number 2018CP-10-3481
c. Legal advice related to potential litigation involving
Town right-of-way near Haddrell Street in the Town of
Mount Pleasant
d. Legal advice regarding a contractual matter involving the
Town’s contract for legal representation
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2. Personnel
a. Consideration of applications submitted to serve on the
Planning Commission
b. Consideration of applications submitted to serve on the
Board of Zoning Appeals
Mr. Chapman moved to nominate Elliott Barrow, Jr.,
for one seat and Beth Santilli for the second seat;
seconded by Ms. Corley. All present voted in favor.
c. Consideration of applications submitted to serve on the
Culture, Arts and Pride Commission
Ms. Whitley moved to nominate Corey Alston to
serve on the Culture, Arts and Pride Commission;
seconded by Ms. Hyatt. All present voted in favor.
d. Consideration of applications submitted to serve on the
Historic District Preservation Commission
Ms. Corley moved to nominate Joanne Barry and
Corey Barber for two seats and reappoint Gene Gallogly
to the Historic District Preservation Commission;
seconded by Ms. Hyatt. All present voted in favor.
Council may take action on any item, including any subsection of
any section, listed on an executive session agenda or discussed in
an executive session during a properly noticed meeting.
XI.

ADJOURN
There being no further business, Council adjourned at 9:53 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,
Barbara Ashe
January 14, 2020
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