TOWN OF MOUNT PLEASANT, SOUTH CAROLINA
RECREATION COMMITTEE
Monday, January 4, 2021
Municipal Complex, Council Chambers
100 Ann Edwards Lane, Mount Pleasant, SC 29464
Minutes
Members Present:
Members Absent:
Staff Present:
1.

Jake Rambo, G. M. Whitley
Gary Santos (Excused)
Eric DeMoura, Steve Gergick

Call to order

2.

ft

Mr. Rambo called the meeting to order at 8:45 a.m.
Approval of Minutes from the November 30, 2020 meeting

3.

dr
a

Ms. Whitley made a motion to approve the November 30, 2020
minutes. Mr. Rambo seconded the motion. All were in favor.
Public Comments

None
4.

Discussion and possible action regarding a bird sanctuary at
Rifle Range Road Park
Discussion on Bird Sanctuary at Rifle Range Road Park
Mr. Gergick said this agenda item was brought back from last month.
He said he received information from Ms. Jennifer Tyrrell with The
Audubon Society. He said a bird sanctuary was area designated by a bill
that must go through the legislature in Columbia that restricts hunting,
trapping, or disturbing birds. Mr. Gergick said they also had discussion
with the Charleston County Park and Recreation Commission (CCPRC)
and could take steps to provide educational signage and a bird watching
area. He said that to make a bird sanctuary prior to construction occurring
at the park could be counterproductive and possibly hinder the
construction process.
Ms. Whitley asked if Rifle Range Road Park was currently accessible
to the public.
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Mr. Gergick said people do access the area and they are going to be
encouraging access with a Trails Grant the Town received from the South
Carolina Trails Program. He said the project was being awarded in
January and would be completed in March. He said it would provide a
trail head and there are some existing trails to walk and bike through the
area.
Ms. Whitley asked the cost of putting educational features since there
was no allocated money for Rifle Range Park at this time.
Mr. Gergick said they would have to explore the cost as it would be
on the side intended to be the Town of Mount Pleasant’s property.
Ms. Whitley asked the status of dividing the park with the county.
Mr. Gergick said the Town’s attorneys were in contact with the
county’s attorneys to work on the deeds.

dr
a

ft

Mr. David Pagliarini said they had prepared the preliminary
documents to separate the property. He said the next issue would be the
road project because the construction and completion of those plans
would define the boundaries. He said it was probably three to four months
out before they have the deeds exchanged.
Ms. Whitley said they need to find out how much it would cost to put
up the educational signage and where the funding would come from.
Mr. Gergick said what was submitted for the Trails Grant was prior to
any discussion about a bird sanctuary but if money was available, they
would need their approval for use on that.
5.

Discussion and possible action regarding parking at Memorial
Waterfront Park
Parking Analysis at Mount Pleasant Memorial Waterfront Park
Mr. Gergick said they had further conversations with the police
department and a provider of a mobile parking app. He said they did
confirm there was flexibility within the mobile app system. He said there
was also discussion regarding enforcement and the cost of patrol in the
area. He said there would be no direct cost as they would use an officer
on patrol in the area.
There was discussion between Committee members and staff about
a backup plan if someone does not have a telephone, the option of putting
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in a kiosk, and the capability to have flexibility in the implementation of the
mobile pay app system.
Ms. Whitley said she did not think they should engage in an expense
prior to knowing if parking would be problem and was comfortable with
waiting to see if it was.
Mr. Rambo said if it was not a problem right now, they should not do
anything. He suggested they should have a quick review at the next
month meeting with Mr. Santos to get his thoughts.
6.

Program/projects update
Mr. Gergick gave an update on participation numbers, rental revenue
for various facilities, the Special Events that took place and upcoming
events.

ft

Mr. Rambo asked about Waterfront Park and getting permission from
South Carolina Department of Transportation (SCDOT) to use the land.

dr
a

Mr. Gergick said the design contractor Johnson, Laschober &
Associates (JLA) was working with the Army Corps of Engineers for the
wetland area and SCDOT for use of the area under the bridge. He said
they are also moving forward with First Responders Monument in late
spring.
Mr. Rambo thanked Ms. Harvey and her team for their work on the
Christmas Parade.
7.

Adjourn

There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at 9:07 a.m.
Respectfully submitted,

Karen Bedenbaugh, 1/4/21

